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E Br re . 
1 * ribed for your Service, and which 
bly 2xpefed to have ſeen with 12 . 
2 2 Jubſirtuted in their ts cb as 
I thought +5496 by" the dl vine leſin „ 
be . ful to you, .f 
w peruſe them 225 Can 

| or; bd 2 the rather, confidering they 
were preßar d for the Pre 5 chiefly in fame = 
. broken Moments, while I was on Jour- 
ni or in fone Fragments of Time at 
Home, often taken from my Sleep, as the 
7 A Duties f my Calling LIT an 
E Attendance, which will not al e ay 

Jong Interruption. You would readily ex- 
cuje what Defetts you may diſcover in 
Ether, if you knew that tender Concern 
3 5 your Een and future Happineſs, by 
3 ich every Sermon, and every Page has 
* been diffated, 7 bey have often been nin- 
with Fragert and with Tears; and 

3 rs fo full of Affection to you, 
+ fit ts or 2 Difficulty, that Lfar- 
Kar inlarging, more thanthe proper Li- 
mits of fuch an Addreſs will nn 
A for you, my Leiceſterſhire Friends, 
” a 19+ of whom my Miniſtry was opened a 
gu the firſt Tears of it very deligbiſuily 
3 how, Teams forget, ans hope ing 
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„tb imimate and men 
Worpy rb ue ws Were once 
alnoft dy comrverfing; the fweet-Coun- 
ee wan: taken together in pri- 
vate, as weill as the Pleaſure, with which 
aue bave gone to the Houſe of GOD 
in Company: All: theſe Sermons, but 
D of them, were” firſt 
drawn up for your Service, and preach'd 
to you ; and much of that ers 4 
you, which ave Birth to them, has been 
rifing afreſh in my Mind, while I haue 
been taking- this Review of them. I 
they were not then like Water unprofitably 
um the Ground, and that the: Peru-, 
I of them may. revive made 
by the firſt Hearing. Intermediate Naim 
have introduced new Scenes; and ome.” © 
bf us, who were then in the. 
Life, are now riſen up to the Meridian. 
Fit. Providence 2. cundudt ed many 
of you into new Relations; and ti my 
Pleaſure to 0 „ in how honourable... 
and how uſefu 4 Manner ſeveral of you | 
are fillings ale = with cbein en 1 
Duties. 
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1 Education, I hope you 11 be 

24 Jnguiar'y careful. os Deſeens 
ams may" ſhare! in ibe lite Advanta- 
1 pr Mele fat ſhall heartily: rejoice, if theſe 
Ie e age wok pet 

Ebel, may be any  Afiftance to you 
in the piaus "Cares. GOD has put 
2 cariy Period ta the" Lives of eme, 
- who, when SY Was 4 „ were 
' the growing Hopes of the reſbective Con- 
© gregations to which they 1 nged. Seve- 
ral f them have died whike theſe Ser- 


mont were tranſcribing. May the Thought 


- quicken you in tbe ovement of fo un- 
g | coin 2 15 —— divine 3 
enden ſome Things, peculiarly intended 
Vor the Uſe of thoſe who are now beyond. 
.the Reach of ſuch an Addreſs, ſerviceable 
10 1 into. _ Haut e. n 
* J greatly 90 ice. in the: Goodneſs of | 
| GOD 7 you,” in ſetting over you ſuch. 
table and faithful Shepherds, as thoſe 
- worthy Miniſters of Chriſt, under whoſe 
Care you now are; and 1 eng pray, 
© that you and they may long be pared, 
” as Comforts ta each otber, and at Ble, 
8 . to * Church. Tb I am provi- 
* g A | | gntially 
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thers, and turned afide to the Paths of, 7 
Licentiouſneſs and Folly, | now repeat: 


that divine Grace might concur with i. 


1 nne 
ally. ſeparated. from you, may I Hill 
_ Jon Walk worthy of the 
Lord; and may every aduanci ing Near, 
and revolving Day of Life, ripen us 
more fur 2 Happingſi, which' ue 
bope ere long to ſhare with each ber, 
in 77 Houſẽ + of our heavenly, Father . 
7 who . were . once my, 
as an Bae now. for 4 
the Ways = the 60D of | your Fa. 


the Admonttions which I have former 
ly. given. you, t bat theſe 1 hin gs will. 
70 you. above all others, be . | 
in the End. Aud I intreat. vou, 4 
if you have any 9 Oy Regard fill re. 
maining, for one to ubom 1 
have pv; not a. om fo of nel ; 
at leaſt attentively peruſe the. ft 2 4 
theſe . Diſcourſes, as as containing ! 
ions, | which muſt, | * ar . | 
pierce. your Heart, with fenitential. Re 
morſe, of everlaſting . Deßbair. Oh, 7 


to prevent your. Ruin, and migbt give 
me t0 ſee You as .wi/e, as 79 55 and 
46 Lan, as hoe. exceliens. Fer 
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4 Fez to Mabel efe v at- bg: 
e "ths but Fulftice to you" thus pub 
af 10 declare; that, 2 all thut 
- Goodneſs and Mercy, hich has fol- 
” Jowed' me all my Days, | there is 1 
& Provideuce,"'\ which I move” gratefully 
2 oem, lan that "hich angie me bi- 
ber; or © a Thing contribute 
te. to make my Miniſtry Jos comfort- 
I " able, 5 than the = of Serioufneſs, 
75 - difeovers iſſelf in many young 
8 An Fes Oh, N were 
univerſal, "as in fome it fs amiable 
Ev 1 Permit me to remind 
en, that, ar your remarkable 1 
© tunity war ibe  Confideration, | which 
3 the” Scales for my coming hither, 
lang bover'd in Uncer- 
5 22 5 57 art under  fome peculiar 
Ougaftont to fludy the Eafe 70 Com- 
2 of my 22 1 can ww. if 
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fectually ſecure, as by the holy Re- 
ale of your own. Our aged Friendt 
are "dropping away apace'; nay, "te 
Graves | have ſwallowed up many,” very 
many of your 'own Age, who, but 4 
few Months ago, . long and ex=" | 
tenſive. Uſefulneſs here. © Tit you that" ' 3 
are "to"*conifort ma under theſe Sorrows." Þ 
can ſolemnly ſay, that I bad much” 
rather be numbered amongſt them, than. 1 
live to ſee the Glory f prattical Reli. 
gion loſt in this Society, while"tt it uner- 
my Care. Remember that, under GOD, 
you are its Support; and remember, that 


the bigb Hopes you have given me, would 
make D hep eintment fit ſo much the". 
heavier upon my Heart. { 5 1 On 
But 1 will not conclude with any % 
Wing ſo uncomfortable, as the Mention 
of a Diſappointment from you but 
rather with. recommending you, and thoſe 
to whom T have formerly flood in the 
like Relation, to the Care of Chriſt, * 
the great Shepherd of the Sheep, and is 
the Influences of that gracious Spirit, 
who can cane you to grow in Knows 7 
ledge and Piety like the Graſs, ' and. 
like Willows. by the Waterscourſea 
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. — oY ſome of the fineſt of the He, 5 
— then Poets, (b) that * as of the 9 
es On a thick 


and Blood, one com- 1 
eth to an End, and another is born.” W 
this Reſpect e blance i * obvipus; but 
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. ebe Ser, 
8 in which it will not always ſo 
evidently hold. We perceive not any remark- 
able Difference between the Leaves of one 
Fear, and of another. They which open at 
3 - the: Return of the Spring, are 3 
| large and fair, as thoſe which the g 
Minter ba Aen. But it has been 
Matter of ng Lamentation, that the Chil- 
”  dren'df 2 ate continually ſinking into 
© deeper and deeper Degeneracy.) Solomon (a) 
= denies not that the former Days were better 
a: the preſent, when he cautions ag; 
do curious an Enquiry into the Reaſons 
hy ſuch Aae e permitted: And 
n now little) elſe of the moſt cele- 
bad Water of Antiquity can quote 
1 55 Complaints on this:melancholy Occa- 
Wo fin. They can tel you that Homer (b) obſer- 
ved, that Children are ſeldom better, but 
1 Ae egan n and 
= they. repeat chat lively and comprehen- 
1 — — of Horace: * Our 
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germ E. the Nang Generation. . mY 


Fathers, who fell ſhort of the Virtues of 
“ their Anceſtors, have produced us, a Ge: = 
— — and our 
Children will be yet mote | OO 


mee 1000! 1245 5 ih omit n40 
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— — —— — choſe wi 
wrote tem, or to any who have already ci- 
ted thleni. I will not ſay there is univerſal 
Cauſe-for ſuch an Application; but I am 
ſure the Face of Affairs in many Families, 
and, may I not add, in many Churches 
too, is abundantly ſufficient vor oni to ex- 
cuſe, but to vindicate it. 0 
I the Midſt of this invurntat Surveys 
the Heart of every pious Iſraclit will trem- 
— forthe Ark che ep — he ng | 
ready to ſay, with an Exceſs of 

Soſicitude 5 wn «+ What! will the 
©: Ex of theſe Things be? (a) Surely GODY 

<<: will arterly — thoſe WhO ſo baſelyx 
deſert him, in Contempt of the cleareſt 
* Revelation of his Goſpel, and the moſt 
662 engaging or awakening Calls of his Pro- 
<< yidenice; The very 2 of Religion 
vill at length he e and een 
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our Minds under theſe gloomy” Apprehen- 
Kons. 1 Gerd Hall ſerve him, it - ſhall be 


gccounted 10 the. Lord for a Generations! They 


ſoall come and declare bis Name to a Third 


veceſſion; a People who ſhall be born of them. 
ere is an evident Promiſe; or Prediction, 
that che Knowledge and the Fear of GOD 
Age and 
Generation to another: and this muſt be 


an agreeable Aſſurance, whatever the par- 
ticular Occaſion; were on which it was in- 
=. troduced. Were this Pſalm to be conſider'd 
only as relating 
and the wonderful Deliverance which GOD 


to the Calamities of David. 


wrought out for him, the Words before us 


W tion on the juſteſt Principles of Analogy; 
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= Fa Tenyoral Salvation pmaded I ihr 
= were to make ſo deep and ſo laſting an Im- 


| Paſige of Scripture, to . for 


n, on diſtant Nations and on future 
Ages, how reaſonably might the like Effects 
be expected from that infinitely -more- im- 

t and extenſive Salvation, which is ex- 
ited to us in the Everlaſting 
Bur after all, the Application of this 
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which 1 have it; ent 
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we attentively peruſe this P Im, 1 * 


tly faves? Why the Diſtreſs and the 
Shich ure deferibed! in the ſeveral Parts 
it, we muſt be obliged to confeſs,” that a 


greater than David is bere. It contains a 


moſt lively and ſublime Prophecy of the 
Sufferings of che Meſſiah, and the Exalta- 
tion with which they were to be-rewardedy 
(a) and particularly mentions the Calling of 


the Gentiles. into his Church, and the Pro- 


pagation of his Religion to future Ages. 
b) Al the Ends of the Earth ſhalt remember 
and-turn unto the- Lord, and all the Rindreds 
be Nations fouls worſhip before" tbes : All 

"who are fat upon the Earth, i. e. (by n 


uſual Hebraiſm ) Perſons of eminent Rank and 


in plentiful hey tall pe e cat and 
worſhip, i. e. t pay their public 
Homage to him, and enter themſelves ſo- 


lemnly into his Covenant, as the eie 


Votaries did by eating of the Sacrifices. which 
were offered to him; and on the other hand, 
e 1 e. who are 
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dich the 'greateſt and che meaneſt ſhall 


; Triumphs ſhall be as laſting, as extenſtve: 
A future Serd ſchall ſerve him they:-fpall 


i. e being brought to the Knowledge 
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re m (a) even be ibut cannot keep 
Son, (b) whe is 1 7 — 
wants the Neceſſaries of Life ; f, d. there 
wall be an univerſal Submiſſion Arm in 


concur. And the Text aſſures us, that his 


be arconnted: fo the Lord for a Generation; 


and 
— ſhall 


Profeſſion of the true Religion, 


be own'd; by GOD. as his People: And it 


Mall be their pious Care to declare this glo- 
rious Diſplay of bis Righteanſne/5(c) to 4 Pro. 
Ale who: ball be born of them, bal be bas 
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Sum- — Geddes, © 
which has wrought out this grrat Salvation. 
And tho*-only two: or three Generations ard 
emen dd here, yet other Scriptures aſſure 
us that the Kingdom of the Meſſak is to be 
Duration, and conſetuently 
ck Promiſes as thei ure to- be taken 
-theif ütmoſt [Extent In bit-Days Hall 
the Righteous flouriſh, and abundanct if Peace, 
ſo long as the Moon enduretb. His Name ſhalt | 
endure for ever," and bir Name Jour” * * 
uad as long 4s the Sun. (a) 
Urom the Whole then, it appeany chat 
the: Words of the Text! are a Prophecyy 
that the Kingdom of Chriſt ſhall be perpe; 
tual,” and extend itſelf to the lateſt — 
tions, as! well as the rmhoteſt Climates; 
and, | thro'i:the divine Goodneſs, v muſt 
— that uli Day is this Scripture in 
us. We en: Te 
with. Regard, to udæa, 
the: Earth, and which was 
— with Barbarity and — 64.) 
Vet welare now inſtructod in the Know: 
of the G OD af Hrael, and are this Day 
ſembled for his Worſhip; ſo that at — Di- 
ſtance of more tian two Thouſand, | Years: - 
from che Publication. of this Prediction, we 
are the living Witneſſeslof its Hruth being 
ourſelves a Seed who profeſs 10 frrucibnberg, 
and accounted to lin for a Generation... IM 
10 Jt 4. $ my | . B 3 I 89 | Lnopy 
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Pleaſure of che Saal, as it either up- 

prefles or moderates thoſe turbulent Paſſions | 
which throw it into Anguiſh and Confuſion; | 
while it gives abundant Exerciſe ” thoſe: | 
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To. compleat the Argument; it is to be 
Evitfideted, « thav'theſs pleaſant 8 
Paths lead up to the Paradiſe of GD; for 
invariable Truth and Goodneſs has 
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eee Thiagination, e | 
of the meaneſt Appetites, till 
fink ſor ever under all the dame and | 
emorſe of a' polluted guilty Mind, and 
the Almighty Vengeance of an incenſed 
GOD?” And can you be ſo ſtupid as to ima- 
Sine this jon will beat a Debate, 
that any bf the little Intereſts of Time an 
Senſe are to bey regarded, lille theſe Things 
are forgotten? "Surely I may fay; with" the 
utmoſt Propriety, as 22 the Children 
of Iſrael, (a) I have this Day been ſetting be- 
rs Lt and Death, 4 Bleſſing and a 
chuſe which ſhall be your Portion ; 
2 the Choice as thoſe that remem- 
, if is ma e Nee 
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En, own W800 2 3 re are 2 * 
„ mente t prove, that Religion is to be 
4c attended to ſboner or later; but it will 
6s not appear from them that it is peculiarly 
«the Concern of the Riſing « Generation. 
TLanſwer in one Word, as you have often 
heard more at large, if it — be e e 
at all, it ſhould be regarded = eye 
betauſe all the Pun ou 
is vr oe a 


J. dem. . 3 23 
. 8h facrer Spirit, who-is perfectly fer in 
all, bis ons, - concur to | demonſtrate, 
>yond all Poſſibility of Contradiction, the 
e Delay and the Ruin of Thon- 
Teſtimony to it. I might add, 
chere are many peculiar Advantages of 
_ ly Piety, which render it; yaſtly prefer - 
able to a late Repentance, even ſuppoſing it 
verde as oertain as ĩt is dubious; But I ſhall 
enter into the Enumeration of them 
| ow, Ange Lintend.them for the Subject of a 
Aiſtinct Diſcourſe. (a) n . 
a Euer 
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yu. going on Which tut 
ſurely lead to it; 3 hey will be heartily 
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| and che Uſe- 
fulneſs of your Lives. 

«Bo beſides this Plaiſit®# LJ Unedindh, 
which intit.eedoand!-t6- KelBebfbns; int 
Confequence of theſe friendly and ding 
lent Sgntiments, you ought-to. conſider; that 
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©. n 6d; by your 
Regard'ro Religion, or Your Neck of i. 
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" The 
ercits of GOD, and the- pin of a 
to exert your- 
felves to the utmoſt for the Service of Man- 
kind, and (a) to de good to all us you bave Op- 
portunity. And in how many Inſtances may 

and charitable Cares be effectual 


| pious 
E. the Benefit of your Fellow - Creatures 


In the Series of Life, how many in che 
Depths of Poverty may be relieved by your 
Liberality! How many in perplex*'dand"in- 


— — qray ha guided aright - | 


by your prudent Counſels —— 
ing Eyes may be dried, and how many mourn» 
ing: Hearts revived, by your tender Sympa 
2 friendly Condolence] And it thete 

| Hin your natural Temper a; Fen- 
dency towards fuch Ex of Huma: 


nity, how hajiptly may it be direfted's and 


enliven d, When Divine and 
n in te its Aſliſtande. 1 
teach vou. de above all/Fhings ſalicitous 
fp the ſpiritual 'ank} eternalidappineſs of 
thofe about 9 ͥ·mᷓ. And Who canſay how 
mach 'your; may: promete it How many 
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Make off their Indolence, and quicken their 
Pace, | when they obſerve your Nude and 
Zeal! And Nr happily gbr our Piety 
tend to awaken and reclaim thoſe who' are 
going on in the Paths of the Deftroyer! 
How amiable would the Graces of Chriſtia- 
nity ' appear as exemplified in you, amidſt 
all the inſnaring Allurements of Childhood 
and Youth! And how affecting might it 
be to other ybung People, to hear Religion 
recommended to them, not only by their 
Parents and Miniſters, but their Brethren 
| and Companions! - 
Tuvs uſeful might you bei in your ear- 
lieſt Years; and as you were advancing in 
Age and Experience, your Uſefulneſs might 
be daily increaſing; and if GO D ſhould 
ſpare you to the Decline of Life, you 
might bring forth much nobler Fruits in 
old Age, than you could have done if your 
Entrance on a Religious Life had _ de- 
ferred to that unſeaſonable Time. 
{Px vs may the whole Period of your 
Lite be filled up with eminent Service: And 
I will add, that your 7 beneficial Influence 
may extend far beyond the Circle of your 
—— Onverſe: Vou may be: Bleflings 
| to your indeed to dhe whole 
World, by drawing down the Favour of 
GOD vpon it, in Fart as a Crown of. 
1 an 9 Prhygs. Bar 
01 41 .16 , 
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O the contrary, if you neglect Religion 
you will deprive the World of all theſe Be- 
nefits which | it may otherwiſe expect from 

If you are naturally covetous, you 


| ill probably indulge. that unworthy Tem- 


per, ſo as to with- hold Relief from thoſe to 
whom it is moſt juſtly due; or if you be ot 


a liberal Diſpoſition, your Generoſity will 


degenerate into Prodigality; or perhaps 

will ſquander away ſo much of your 
Een a: Vanity and Debauchery, as to 
throw yourſelves out of a Capacity of aſ- 
ſiſting thoſe whom you moſt ſincerely pity 
and would. gladly relieve: And as to the 
eternal Ha of others, it is not to be 


ined that you will have any Regard.40 


it, while you 7 f 
„ W are n of your o.]õen - 


Non 11 this the wor for, as hardly any 
are mere Cyphers in Life, it is much to be 
feared, that inſtead of Bleſſings, you: may 
prove Miſchiefs to the World. The Li- 
centiouſneſs to which corrupt Nature will 
prompt you, may lead by unthought-of” 
Conſequences, to injure and defraud, as 
well as to grieve and torment, others. | oy 
where your Behaviour is 7 friendly, it 
may be moſt pernicious. of r 
ring and reclaiming the Souls of your Com- 
18 you 2 pervert and in wg 

iſcourſes ancbimpibous Examp 
Nase Le n 8 the Vengear 


of 


Nr 


as 


provoke” him to ſend ſome publick Cala- 
mity, as 2 Puniſhment for that univerſal 
Degeneracy-which you have abetted. . So 
that, to cloſe the malancholy Scene, at the 
Bar of GOD, and in the Seats of Torment, 
you may meet with Multitudes of unhappy 
Creatures, who will cry out on you. as the 
fatal ere eee eee 
their Condemnation in that. , uo 
©- By ſuch a Variety of Argum ents e 
appear, that the Happineſs af 'thoſe/ you 
| Giyelſe with will be confiderably influenc'd 
Temper and Conduct. And are 
you; ſo mterly: loft to all Sentiments of Ho- 
Fur ahd/Goodnefs, as tobe: Tre 
| reg ry At Oe Ladd 


or 4 8 Comfort 75 Hap ppincſs. a 


ag70us Parents d des, 10 2 preat Mea: 


* Te on yr. r and 
TH 01. 42 
Wea 1 hae juſt how ges en te 
rmer Heads, will evi 
ruth of this Obſervation.” - Yon ions 
Parents have a (generous Concern for the 
Happinefs--of others, and this wil engage 
hen earneſtly to wiſh that you may be 
Bleſfings and not Curſes to the Morld 
youz and their peculiar Affection for you 
muft tenderly cc chem "IC 
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which your; Happineſs, both for en 
Eternity, Mpendds. 10 om chi 


Ar . Olommen of 
y Pi in Pleaſure will ariſe in = 
Minds: 8 They will rejoice in it, not merely 
as it will be a 2 Story to them of a reſpect- 
ful and grateful | Treatment from you. zi but 
as it will, thro* Grace, ſecure to you their 
deat Offpring the Entertainments pf a teli- 

gious Life, and the: Co of a; lerious 
Immorality.; Hr at Dy9troqrot ad, attold 

Inxsx Reflections vill give hi 1NEX- 
preſlible Pleaſure in a Variety of Circum- 
ſtances. Their daily Converſe with yon 
will be mere agreeable - to 7 than; it 
.coul otherwiſe he, hen they diſcern the 
kvely. Impreſſions of Religion upon your 
Spirits, and perceive: that you bave a; Re- 
lil for thoſe. Truths and Promiſes, of the 
Goſpel which'are their Joy and 9 the 


[Hauſe of Ai Pilgrimage. (a): It will  forne- 


times addih Sweetneſs to the, ſogial 


es of Devotibn, 0 ink chat your S0. 
art engaged with cheirs, nad; regal” 


the / ame j ſublime and tranſporting 


eo apprebend that you are, retireyl for the 
the: Cloſet, it will (chear their 
Hearts to think, M Now is my Child with 
£362 bbs! W Father. Now has he ſcpa- 


(a) Paal. cxix. 54. 
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rated him r en dee van Aras | 
«© ments, which moſt of the ſame Age pur- 
e ſue, that he may converſe with GOD 
and his on Soul, and be prepar'd for 
che Bufineſs and che Pleafures of Hea- 
ven. And 1 hope GOD is ſmiling upon 
him, and teaching him by happy Ex- 
. A that thoſe You Labours a 
van 9194790 441100 
. ſoch Confolations will abi 
Hearts be ſupported in all the Occurrences 
which Providence may allot: either to you 
er them. If they meet with Prof] in 
their worldly Affairs, and have a | 
of leavin in | Circumſtances, 
It Wilk a Sati n to them to think, 
that j Thall'nor confign their7 Eltares to 
_ thoſe who will meanty noard up the Jo- 
| "ne of them, of throw it away: in fooliſh 
1 and hurtful Luſts; but to Perſons who! will 
. conſiqer themſclves as thei. Stewands of 
80. and will endeavour to uſe What he 
has gien to chem Tor che. Hlonoptlofitheir 
ce v. A. meme 75 _ 
&y can give you” but litrtie, this) Thought 
Pill telieve' them, Thar they co 
to the Care of a Guardian andea Hather 
d i able "abundantly N 
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fear. bim ſhall. mant ua, good Thing. They 
will bave dhe Pleaſure 20 think Mat,  haw 
low: ſocver your autward Condition may 


be, you will be rich in 7; and in the 
Entertainments of delete now, and " 
the Glories of the heavenly 
laſt. When /they, are themſelvgs Gnking 
under the Decays-of Nature, their, Vigor 
and Cheartulnels will . 1 5 Jours: 
Or. ſhould yours be: an-afflic- 
tive Providence, they 7 will have 
faction of believing, 75 — thaſe Afflicti 

proceed from the Divine — 


at length turn to your Advant 


4 wipe to — Or 12 an a 8 
thould take you away 7. — oy 
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mingle Praiſes with 74 Ter, 5 445 
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are living with GOD in Glory you are 
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rents would find in your early Piety. And 


5 


it follows from hence, as a neceſſary Conſe- 
quence, that if they ſee you N watt th - 
e Neglect of Religion, it will pierce 
Hears with p ionable Sorrow: 
I is poflible that you may arrive at 
fuck! 3 daring Degree' of Wickedneſs, as 
to treat them with Negligence and Con: 
perhaps' to anſwer all their melt- 
ations with Inſults and Rage. 
rateful and rebellious Monſters we 
N of, and would te —— that 
rent in this Aſſembly could ſay that 
= calf d of them! But ſhould you 
Setiſe of Humanity and De- 
ribs 


503 


ould you behave towards them 
e Sal and obliging Manner, 
yet they 7 55 {tif mourn over you-; and 
eyen — Fenderneſs and Comp [aiſaiice” to 
them, would ſometimes edme 0 to add/a 


1185 e An 


d cu 
en a in other oſpecte, Imi 
Kr — were Rin te Ehenties of -GOD, 


| hid die Tei of Beſtruckien. When they 
1 33 the Venges 


ner of GOP denounced 
int Sinnets, and read the awful Thrent- 


0 his Word, they would tremble to 
| I 


that thoſe terrible Thunders ere le- 
"velFd againſt you. ' How little could they re- 


i Joiceinthat Favor Pen hichthey faw 


\ you 
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ou were abuſing to your aggravated Ruin! 
And how would =o be tetrißed ar Coe 
Diſtemper ſ{cized. you. i. bode 


m 
you, in an Apprehenſion of ſeeing you no 
more till the Day of Accounts, and ſecing 
R Horror at che 


ed 

ee Senne 

With what unknown 
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O Abſalom; wy Son, 2 75 
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14 logs the other Hand he tells us 
G liſh” Son is a Heavineſs to his Mother. 
And — the Tenderneſs of her Ser may 
make the Mother 'peculiarly ſenſible of the 
Affliction, et it is not confind to her ; for 
he tells us elſewhere, (b) That's fooliſb Son is 
a Grief to his Father, as well as 4 Heavineſs 
to ber that bare bim. (o) A fooli Son is a Ca- 
1 to bis ow And ond more, H. 


Fool ea if ch (Sorrow; | 
7 a'\Fool bus 10 Foy, (d) for the 


his Son impairs mls ROY: for 

2 other Enjoyments of Liſe. 2 
Sven a Multitude of Paſſages to he Lane 
Purpoſe ſeem intended to teach us the Im- 
1 well W the Certainty of the 
ument. Andd it is more chin hide at 


10 "ret 3 te) Song. if 
thy Heart be wiſe br rejoice, 
EVEN MINE: 5. ake — na Pauſe, 


and diligently - — — Importanee of 
5 0 that Ely Pie will be an 


to me, to bs to''thy Father. 
1225 then, as 111 that were not enough, tis 
immediatehy added, Yen my Reins alſo ſpall 
rejoice("1 ſhall: feel unutterable Pleaſure dif- 
ing itſelf thro? all the ſecret Receſſes of my 
WI) when 2 N A. "yew man 3 which 
N 4304 | may 
ous X.1I. (4) l. = (c) xx — 
{#) xvii. 21. eh XNiii. 1571 See the 
phatical Form of Speaking, ver. 24, 77 1 
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may imavifeſt a Heart under che Influence * 
Prudence and of Religion. 163 eg Jo 
Ax let me intreat you my Friends 10 re- 
fect for a few Moments on the Weight 
of the Argument, that you may judge whe- 
ther it will not bear all the Streſs which So- 
lomon lays upon it. The Happineſs of your 
Parents is in ion; and can you ſlight 
that? Conſider how much you owe to your 
Parents, as they were the Inſtruments of 
your Being, and have been, under GOD, 


the principal Support of it. Think of the 


Tenderneſs with Thich they watch d around 
your Cradles, and of the many kind Offi 
ces which they perform'd for you in you. 
helpleſs N which parental Tenderneſa 
— delightful to them, when hardly any 
Thing elle could have made them tolerable. 
Think how liberally wm have long con- 
tributed towards the Supply of your Wants; 
and in how many os ec hap dive deny'd; 


themſelves, — they might Sault you. 
Think how they have r. iced with you in 


Sorrows; how they have been terrify'd at 
your real Dangers; and perhaps often diſ- 
quieted with thoſe timorous Apprehenſions, 


which Fondneſs, rather than Reaſon, has 


ſuggeſted to them. And under the Impreſ- 
hon of theſe Reflections, ſay, whether it may 


not * be nen _ pw 4 


your Joys, and mourn'd with you in your 
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Arguments concur to prove, that * 


Neo Age and 


- will you 
and bring down with Sorrow to the Grave 


Wur- vou hear, yenr 193 \.25v an 
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to their Re. 
poſe and Comfort, and think with Horrot 
of betoming their Grief and their Torment. 
> T'MAY add, that:as'the Parents of ſome 
you are dee lining under the Infirmi- 
ge; and on that Account the Object: 

Compaſſion to all, they ſhould 
de eſpecially to you wh are their Chil- 
dren; for ie may be, — Infirmities have 
been haſtenedi upon them by an Exceſs of 
Tehderneſs and Concern | And 
add Afflictions to the Aſflicted, | 


thoſe venerible'' hoary Heads which you 
—— mace gre befor their Tie 
eee 
— er un 
Ber I would not — fo harſh al 
that you art 
with this Confideration, 
2 Will likewiſe be ſomewhat erer 
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ous Miniſter can be indifferent in the wo 
before us. 4 . 5 4d 
Ir ur have any Wing ef Hymanity and | 
22 in our Tempers, we muſt be 
cern*d for your Seriouſneſs, on account 
of G that Influence which it has on the Hap- 
pineſs of all about you, and particularly on 
that of your Chriſtian Parents. Many of 
them are the Ornaments and Glory of our 
Aſſemblies, and the moſt dear and intimate 
of our Friends; we are obliged therefore to 
take Part with them in their Sorrows and 
their Joys, with Relation to you their Chil- 
dren. It muſt ſenſibly afflict us to ſee, 
that while their Wiſdom and their Piety 
might command the Reverence and the Love 
of all that know them, Enemies ſhould 
ariſe againſt them out of their own. Houſes, 
and even the Children of their Bowels:ſhould 
prove their Tormentors: Thoſe dear Chil- 
dren ſſom whom they fondly promis d them- 
ſelves the Delight and PULL Was their de- 
clining Years. © And when they come and 
tell us the tender Story, when they freely 
open to us their Sorrows and their Fears 
on your Account, and earneſtly! = 
Prayers for you, that whatever they 
you: may not be for ever undone, —— 
hardly able to ſtand it; but Nature, as 
del anions teaches us to echo back 
1 s 01 return hour n cars. 
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= 38 The Inportante of Serm. I. 
'  Txvs we are concerned for the Riſing 
Generation, as we ſympathize with thoſe 
whoſe Happineſs is apparently affected by 
it; but beſides this, you may eaſily appre- 
hend, that much of the Comfort of our 
1 Lives does immediately depend upon it. 
And this will be peculiarly obvious with 
= Regard to thoſe of us who are in our 
younger Tears, and are entring on the 
Work of GOD amongſt you.“ ; 
» SzouLD GOD ain Year; ; 
= we-muſt expect to ſurvive many of our aged | 
Friends; and when your Parents are gone, 
ww whither muſt we look for the Comfort of 
our. remaining Days, but to you their Chil- 
dren? And muſt it not wound us to the 
Heart to ſee 4 Generation of Vipers riſing up, 
inſtead of thoſe pious Friends, with whom we 
have : taken. fuwweet Counſel together, and gone 
10 the Houſe of God in Company (a)? Can we 
eaſily bear to ſee the Temples and Alhrs of 
1 GOD forſaken, or ſee them attended 'Wnly 
by wretched Hypocrites, who wear the Form 
8 4 Godlineſs, while they are Strangers and 
= ies.;to the 3 of is? (b) Muſt we 
& loſe the Pleaſure of addrefling you in pub- 
Fuck as true Chriſtians, on the moſt comfort- 
* bag ee e e haze and 


doth. This was LEY a0 Aale, when ths 
Sermon was preached at K:bworth, May 18. 4 
fa Plalm lv. 14. (4) 2 Tim. iii. 5. a. 
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be obliged continually to ſpeak to you in 

Thunders, as thoſe who have no Right to 
the Confolations of the Goſpel? Or muſt 
we never have the Satisfaction of converſing 
with you in private, as our Brethren in the 
Lord, and our nnen in che uy to 
Heaven ? | 
WELL might i it grieve us to de thus lelt 
alone in the midſt of a degenerate World; 
eſpecially when we reflected, that the Cauſe 
of GOD was finking in the Time of our Ad- 
miniſtrations, and ferious Religion was loſt 
amongſt us, while the Cultivation of it was 
committed to our Care. Shall we: not be 
ſuſpected of Unfaithfulneſs to GOD, and to 
you, if it die in our Hands? That were 
dreadful indeed. May the divine Grace pre- 
ferve us from that Guilt And I truſt, my 
Brethren, that it will preferve us; and, in 
Dependence upon that, I plainly tell you, 
that while GOD continues us in a Capacity 
of doing it, we will honeſtly warn you, we 
will ſeriouſly expoſtulate with you, we will 
earneſtly pray for you; and if it be all in 
vain, we will appeal to an omniſcient GOD, 
that your —— is not chargrable upon 
us, but upon yourſelves. 

Bur in the mean time it would be 
dreadful to reflect, that while we are thus 
endeavouring to deliver our oπm Souls, 
we are in effect "Rog aggravated Dam— 

D 2 nation 
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W Proſpect with Regard to you, and we may 
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nation on yours; while every 2 is 
" reſiſted by you, and ſo brings you under 


a greater Load of Guilt, You may indeed 
be inſenſible of the Load now; 'but we fore- 
ſee the Day when you will fink under it. 
And here is the Accent of our Sorrow; in 
ſuch Views as theſe we fear, that when the 
Miniſters of former Generations ſhall appear 
before their Judge with a Train of happy 


Souls which have been conducted to Heaven 
by their Means, it muſt be our melancholy 2 
Part to ſtand out as Witneſſes againſt our 
Hearers, that we have ſtretched out our Hands | 


all the day long to a diſobedient and a gainſaying 
People. (a) Oh, how ſhall-we be able to ad- 
vance this dreadful Teſtimony againſt the 
Children of our deareſt Friends, ' againſt 
thoſe. whom we tenderly lov'd, and whoſe 
Salvation we would have purchaſed with 
any thing, but our own! Yet this is our 


leave it to you to judge, Ne it muſt not 
Ben our Souls. 

Now pardon me, my Friends; if 1 tell 
you, that we may "reaſonably. expect, that 
an Argument of this Nature ſhould not be 
deſpis d. I hope it is no Breach of Modeſty 
to ſay, that we have not deſerv'd fo ill at 
your Hands, as that our Joy or our Di- 
Rirels' 1 be prank of to * "op * 


le) Rom. x. 21. 


germ. I. he Ni Generation. 4 
the common Affairs of Life we would:chear- 
hlly ſerve.you toghe ee of opr Power, 
and therefore may at leaſt reaſonably expect 
to ſtand on a- Level with the reſt of your 
Friends in like Circumſtances. And our 
Character as Miniſters, if we be careful to 
anſwer it, gives us ſome peculiar Claim to 
your Regard. For you we give up many 
more ſplendid Proſpects in Life, which, in 
other Employments, we might poſſibly have 
ſecur d; for you we lay out our Time and 
our Strength, in Study, in Prayer, and in 
Preaching. We bear you upon our Hearts 
in our publick Miniſtrations, and our pri- 
vate Retirements. (And GOD is Witneſs: 
with what Sincerity.) Nor would we refuſe 
thoſe laborious Services, which, in human 
Probability, might haſten upon us the In- 
firmities. of Age, and the Approach of 
Death, if they might be the happy Means 
of your Converſion and Salvation. And is 
this the Reward of all our friendly Care? 
to weaken our Hands, to grieve our Souls, 
and to. behave. in ſuch a Manner, that the 
more tenderly we love you, the more deep- 

ly we muſt be afflicted by, you?: | 
Many of you treat us with. a. great. 
deal of Humanity and Decency z with the 
Appearances of Affection and Eſteem. 
You. are ready to ſerve us in the common 
Offices of Friendſhip, and would exprels . | 
| 2 24 | your: 


— 
. 


* . bv Tier toner of erm; 
our Reſentment if you ſaw us injur'd, in 
1 Acton or in Words. We thankfully ac- 
Knowledge your Goodneſs in ſuch Inſtan- 
es as theſe; but permit us to aſk you, 
why you will not be ſo kind and ſo grate- 
ful to us, as to take care of your own 
Souls, when nothing could oblige us 
more than ſuch a Care, and nothing can 
afflict us more than the Neglect of them? 
Let me conclude this Head with thoſe pa- 
thetick Words of the Apoſtle, F there be 
any Bowels and Mercies, fulfil ye our Foy. (a) | 
= And let me intreat you to confider once 


a0 


C 


4. Tn ar the 1 of Religion 
to future Generations does, under 
GOD, chiefly depend upon you. 


Fon this Reaſon the pious [/aelites are | 
reſented, . as reſolving to declare the 
rel Works of GOD unto their 
Children, (b) that the Generation to come 
migbt know them, even the Children that 
..- ſhould be born; that they might ariſe, and, in 
their Turn, declare them unto their Children, 
and fo the Intail might — carried on to the 
remoteſt „ 

Now, my Brethren, it is evkdeht, that 
the Propagation of Religion to ſucceeding 
Generations does, humanly ſpeaking, > 

pen 

/a) Phil. ii. 1, 2. 6 Pſalm Ixxviii. 4—6. 
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on and others, who with you | 
Ars nun Life. If you are under 
the Influences of ſerious Godlineſs, you will 
carry them along with you to the End of 
our Days; and when G OD calls you into 
Families of your own, it will be your Deſire 
that you and your Houſes: may ferve him, (a) 
Family- prayer, and Family- inſtruction will 
be maintain d: Lou will be teaching your 
Children to know the Lord, and a 
them to ſerve him, and praying for a 
ſing on thoſe Endeavours; and who knows, 
what a remarkable Bleſſing might attend 
them? Your Children, under the Impreſ- 
ſions of ſuch an Education, may be eminent 
for Religion, as you have been. They 
may be equally diligent in the Care of their 
Poſterity, and GOD may favour them 
with equal Succeſs; and ſo there may be 
Thouſands of your remote Deſcendenta, 
who never ſaw you, nor perhaps heard of 


your Name, who yet, under GOD, may ® 


owe their Religion and their Happineſs to 
you. The Proſpect of it may now afford 
you 2 ſenſible Pleaſure; and *tis highly 
probable, that when they meet you in the 
Regions of the / inviſible World, ſuch an 
important Obligation may engage them 
to treat you with peculiar Reſpect and AF- 
fection: As ſurely all other Obligations will 
appear trifling when compar'd with this. 
4 Joſh, xxiv. 15. - On ? 


* * 


Wo , — Godlineſs, and breed up 


h be, who miſs of the | Advantages: you 
enjoy d, and muſt be expoſed to numberleſs 

=. Temptations from which you were free? 
Shall theſe be 4 Seed to ſerv#' the Lord? 


1 
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O the other hand, if you neglect Re- 
Igion yourſelves, it cannot be thought, 
that you will be much concerned to tranſ- 
mit it to others. You would hardly be at 
the Pains to give them good Inſtructions ; 
ſuppoſing you much more capable of doing 
it than you can to be. Or if you do 
attempt it, thoſe Inſtructions will be like to 
have little Effect, when they are contradict- 
ed by the daily Language of your Exam- 
ple. Ns | 5 oſſible you may arrive at 
— a Wickedneſs, as directly 


un: Children in the Contempt of it ; whi 
e be ſeen, even in this Chriſtian 
| And what do you think will be- 
—— ot fuch Children as theſe? If you have 
been ſo wicked, ' notwithſtanding all the 
EKReſtraints of a dos Education, what will 


208.2 ms r, ane... ions 


Shall theſe be accounted to him for a Genera- 
tion? It might almoſt as well be expected 
that a Race of Men ſhould ſpring up in a Ci 
Deſart, where no human Creature ever ap- ly 
before them, as that true Chriſtiani- af," 
-ty ſhould be propagated inthe Week by Wi 
125 CY of fuch an Education. 


— | 
_—_ 
. 2 
| We”. - \ tes Pre 
0 a | \ 


„ 
111 


| 1 


Serm. I. the Rifing Generation. 435 
Anp have you, after all, ſo utter an 
Indifference to the Honour of that Re- 
deemer into whoſe Religion you were bap- 
tized, and whoſe Name you bear, as that 
you could be contented it ſhould. be loſt 
in the World? Was it for this, that the Son 
of GO D deſcended from Heaven, that he 
might publiſh the Goſpel-covenant, and ex- 
pir'd on the Croſs that he might eſtabliſh it? 
Was it for this, that the pious Labours of our 
Anceſtors have tranſmitted this Religion to 
us thro? ſo many ſucceeding Ages; and fo 
many Martyrs have ſealed it by their Suffer- 
ings, and their Blood? Was it for this, that 
our ſacred Liberties have been ſo couragiouſly 
aſſerted by the beſt of Men, and almoſt mi- 


raculouſiy defended by the Hand of GOD? 


For this? That the precious Intail ſhould be 
cut off by us, and this invaluable Treaſure, 
the Charge and the Glory of ſo many former 
Generations, ſhould. periſh in our Hands ? 
That the Name of Chriſtianity ſhould, for 


the future, be loſt in the World; or. 


which is altogether as bad, that it ſhould 
ſink into an empty Name, and a lifeleſs 
Circle of unmeaning Forms? Yet, human- 
ly ſpeaking, this muſt be the Conſe 
if you, and others of the riſing Generation, 
will not heartily engage in the Intereſts of it. 
Sven a Variety of Arguments concur to 
prove the great Importance of the riſing 
tf Generation, 


ey 


46 The Importance of Serm. I. 
| Generation, © They are ſo plain and fo 
weighty, that I cannot but think, that you, 
my Brethren, to whom I have particularly 


= applied them, are in your Conſciences con- 
Vinced that they are not to be diſputed. 
Ho that Conviction ſhould work, | 
have not Time largely to ſhew you; but 
it it be ſeriouſly and deeply impreſs'd on 
= a Minds, you cannot long be at a Loſs 
r proper Directions, amongſt fo many 
pious Friends and excellent Books; eſpeci- 
ally if you conſult the Scripture, and ſeek 
for the Teachings of the blefled Spirit. 
To'theſe Aſſiſtances I heartily recommend 
E you, and omitting many other Reflections, 
- Which would naturally ariſe, ſhall conclude 
= my Diſcourſe with one, which I ſhall im- 
| mediately addreſs to another Part of my Au- 
| : . ditory. | 7x 


o * 
* * * 
* — » 
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_— R RETLIZOTToOoR. * 
How ſolicitous ſhould we be in our En- 
dd deavours for the religious Improve- 
_ 34) , E X . 
ments of the riſing Generation, ſince 
dis Character appears of fo great Im- 


pPortance! abſ 

Vys have all our Concern in the Thought, for 
= but I would peculiarly recommend it to 

thoſe of you who are Parents and Maſters, . ( 

or have the Education of Youth under any _ - 

1 


c other Capacities. Imagine not, i 
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that it is an inconſiderable Charge which. is 
lodg?d in your Hand. Providence has in- 
_ to you the Hopes and the Fears, 
the Joys and the Sorrows, of many Hearts, 
and of many Families. Future Generations 
will have Reaſon to applaud or deteſt your 
Memory, as your preſent Duty is regarded 
or neglected; and, which is infinitely more, 
the Father of the Spirits of all Fleſh will re- 
quire a ſtrict Account of - thoſe precious 
Souls which he commended to your Care. 
IT is not for me, at this Time, to direct 


you at large, as to the Particulars of your 


Duty with Regard to them, (a) In the ge- 
— you will eaſily apprehend, that ſome 
Methods are to be taken to inform their 
Minds with divine Knowledge, and to im- 
preſs them with an affecting Senſe of what 
they know. And if you find the Work 
attended with great Difficulty, 1 hope it will 
engage you thankfully. to accept of the A- 
2 of Miniſters; and other Chriſtian 3 
riends, and ary implore thoſe #8 
Communications of the 4 * which are 
abſolutely neceſſary to make them effectual. 
Ap if GOD have any Mercy in Store 
for ſo ſinful a Nation as ours, we may hum- 
(a) Something uf this Kind I have ſince attem 
in —— on the religious Education of — 
publiſh'd ſome time ago ; where I was obliged to repeat 


eme Thoughts, which recur tho' in different 
Words and in a different h | 


WOW 
8 
| | | 


'D he eee of hee. bk 


'bly hope, that, in Anſwer to our united 
ications, he will reuive bis "Work 
amongſt us in the midſt of the Years;(a) and, 
according to the Tenour of his Proiſes, 
2 will; pour out his Spirit on our Seed, and 
Bleſſing on our Offspring; fo that they 
ee big bim as the Graſs, and 
as Willows by the Water-courſes; a calling 
— * * the Name of Jacob, and ſub. 
th their Hands unto the Lord, may 
be 3 by . a8 a Generation of 
his People: AMEN. : 


(6) Hab. a. . ©; 0 (4) ta ali. —5 
30. oo 
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ten eee, 
My ltle Children, of whom I travail in 
18 again, _ 1 e in you." 


N TT was the: leppy Caſe of we 
W 42nipps, chat, the? anf. 
he was only almoſt perſuaded 
WE to be e Chriftian(a): and. 
Wo fear it is now the Caſe of 

many, and particularly of 
many young |. Perſons, (who have enjoys 
£d- the Adyantages of a religious Edu- 
ion. I believe tis difficult co find any 
_— 8 Who een 
Nun ens Erg "I 


50 Chriſt. formed in the Soul, Serm. II. 
under ſome ſerious Impreſſions betimes 
With regard to internal Operations of 
the bleſſed Spirit, as well as external 
Means, the Morning of Life is generally 
to chem, in a peculiar Senſe, the Day 9 

f — Viſtation ; and they oſten ſeem to knoy 
„ in ſome meaſure to improve it: But 

= in tod many Inſtances we find their Goodneſs 
FE like -#\s Morning Cloud, and like the earl 
Dew, tobiab ſol | \paſſeth away (a). The 
Bloſſoms open fair and beautiful, and give 
Ki 2 very agreeable Proſpect of the plentiful 
Pruits of Holineſs.and;Life ; but too often 
. When Storms of Temptation and Corrup- 
& tions ariſe, the goody Appearance is laid in 
Ruins; the Bloffoms do as it were fall to the 
Ground, and leave the Tree blaſted and na. 
ked; or at beſt covered only with Leaves of 
nan external Profeſſion, which, however green 
and flouriſhing they may for the preſent be, 
Vill not at laſt ſecure it from being a 
deen and caſt into the Burning. Tho thy 
| * 2 while bad eſcaped tbe Pollutions of th 
through Toaſt they are afterward 

E entangled and ſubdued, and the Conſequence 
X., they prove a Scandal to Religion, and: 
_— Diſcouragement to ethers, till, in the End, 
they bring aggravated Deſtruction on them. 
ſelves; ſo that on the whole, as the 
© moſt juſtly obſerves, (b) it had bam bim 
Per them not to have inns OO 


. Hol. vi. 4. (4) 2 Pet. ii. "Th. 
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nes. ii *eou/ng/s, than thus, after they bare known 
of them, 10 turn aſide from the holy Command- 
rnal 1 ; 1 "=? | * A 
ally Tais may be, in a great Meaſure, ow- 
ing to the Murability of human Nature in 
10W „and particularly to the Levity and 
But Inconſtancy of Youth, in Conjunction with 
inet the Force of - thoſe Temptations of Life, 
arh which continually ſurround and preſs upon 
The them. Yet I apprehend this is not all, but 
zive chat it is, in part, to be charged on ſome- 
iful ching defective, even in their beſt Days; on 
fren their reſting in ſomething ſhort of real Reli- 


gion, and a true ſaving Change. Solomon had 
ſeen Reaſon to ſay, (a) There is a Waythat. 
ſeemeth right 10 a Man, but the End thereof are 

the Ways of Death; And I believe every; -* 
conſiderate Perſon will be ready to own, 
that, in order to prevent ſo fatal a Deluſion, 
and all the Train of Miſchiefs which, may; 


in ſtating this im t Queſtion, ** War 
6 is the true and folid y we 
** may ſecurely ground our eternal Hopes?” 
Tis a Queſtion, of the higheſt Importance, 
and the moſt univerſal Concern, both to the 
Aged and the Young; ſo that I truſt I need 
not offer any Apology for complying with 
the Requeſt of a pious and judicious Friend, © 
ho recommended this Subject to our Conſi- 
4.5% © 00 E 2 deration, 

C Prov. xiv. 12. | 


A 


* * 
lf. aan. 
N 


follow upon it, great Care ſhould be taken 


Fa Cb formed inthe Soul, Serm. II. 
|  - deration, at this Time, and on this Occaſion, 
made Choice of theſe Words of the Apo- 


| to them, be 2 and Ay accom- 


E-/ 


their own Negligence and 


auch a Conduct, which tended, not only to | 

b impa 

Foundation of the Goſpel, and with it-the 

Poundatiom of their own eternal Hopes 
” this the Apoſtle does, in à very awful Man- 

ner, admoniſh them. He tells em, in the 

”  marvelled they were ſo ſoon removed ſom bim 


| / had taught them) into another Gp de 


Teachers, in the Abſence of St. Paul, they 


(a) Gal. i. 6. 7 1x "ny 


Ii Proſecution of this Deſign, 1 have 


ſtle, which I have now been reading, and 
Violence 


which may, without offering any 


modated to —＋ . 
I x is plain, ny Paltges in this 
Epiſtle, Ns the great © Avolite; who had 
Planted the Chriſtian Church amongſt: the 
Galatians, had Reaſon to fear, that many 
who were by Profeſſion its Members, were 
not ſufficiently eſtabliſhed in their holy 
Faith. Tis Probable, that he himſelf had 
an Opportunity * but ' ſhort 
amongſt hh) ana L through 
judices, and 

w of falſe 


through the artful A 


to have fallen into a Set of Notions, 
ir the Glory, but to ſubvert the very 


Of 


Beginning of his Epiſtle, (a) that be 


Wat called them (and from the Principlet he 


afterwards 
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germ. TI. the Foundation of Hope. 53 
afterwards he uſeth theſe very free and em- 
phatical Words: (a) O 2 Galatians, 
who hath bewitched, or enchanted you, bat 
ſhould not , obey the Truth? Are you fo | 
fooliſh? Having begun in the Spirit (having 
profeſs d to embrace the Goſpel, and ſhewn 
the Appearances of ſome common Zeal for 
it) can you now hope to be made perfett by 
the Fleſh. (by the ritual and carnal Obſer- 
vances of the Moſaic Inſtitution)? Is it 
thus that you. diſgrace all you have done, 
and all you have borne for Chriſt? Have 
you then ſuffered ſo many Things in vain*® 
On the whole, he tells them he was ready to 
apprehend, that all the agreeable Hopes, 
he had once entertained concerning them, 
would be buried in everlaſting Diſappoint- 
ment, and that it would appear, be bad be- 
flowed upon them Labour in vain. (b) Thus 
did he ſtand in doubt of them ; and that 
Doubt pierc'd his Heart with the moſt ten- 


der Concern, and brought upon him, ast 


were a ſecond Time, thoſe” Pangs of Soul 
which he had felt on their Account, when 
he ſaw them in all the Ignorance and Wick- 
edneſs of their Gentile State. He was hard- 
ly more ſolicitous then, that they might be 
turn d from dumb Idols to the living GOD, 
than he now Was, that they might give con- 
eing Evidences that CuRIST was formed 1.4 
1 A SA! 5 E 3 N mon Tm ö 
6 Gal. iii. 3. (6) Chap. iv. 11. 
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$ 4 Crip frm in the Soul HAY ni 
_ ceivedanddigeſted the Goſpel, and that their 


while they were thus making void the Grace 


in. PALS i.e, chat they had duty re· 


Hearts. were delzvered into the Mold Mit: (a 
Which it did not appear that they were, 


of GOD, and the Righteouſneſs of Faith, 
K acherir to the fooliſh and pernicious 
9 the Neceſſuy of ſeeking theit 
Jane, in part at leaſt, by the Obſer- 
vation of the Moſaic Law. 
W His ſeems to be the moſt natural Senſe 


of the Words of the Text, where ſuch a La. 


titude of Expreſſion is us d, as the Apoſtle 
elſewhere ſeems to ſtudy, on purpoſe to ren. 
der his. Writings univerſally edifying, and 

uſeful to them whoſe particular Circumftan-W 
ces in Life are widely different from thoſt 
el Fig Perſons to whom eds were Wen 
'd. 
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Birth, My WC Brew "Sat 474. 
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Tas are plainly Matters of univerſal 


n but as 1 am now peculiarly 
| 2 e pn ebe 1 hall 
endeavour to fix on thoſe Thoughts, which 
may be moſt remarkably ſuitable to them: 
For I am much more concerned that my I ch 
Diſcourſe may be uſeful, than that it may ¶ ibei 
de critically regular and exact. I hope ers 
there are many amongſt you, who are ex- ¶ for! 
perimentally acquainted with the Vitals of 


_ Chriſtianity, and have received from above 


an incorruptible Seed. (a) There are others, 
to whom I muſt; ſay with the Apoſtle to 
\ theſe Galatians, I fland in doubt of you ; (b) 
and to ſuch, I hope, I can apply myſelf 
in the Language of the Text, 20 little e 
Children, of whom I travail again in Birth, K 
till: Chriſt be formed in you. Pardon me, it h 
in this Inſtance I am jealous. over you, with a t 
goaly Fealouſy. ( I would endeavour, with 
the ſincereſt and tendereſt Affection, and 
With ſuch Freedom as the Importance of o 
the Caſe requires, to guard you againſt N c 
thoſe) ſandy Foundations, which will bury a 
you and your Hopes, deep in eternal Ruins; Il 7 
and. to direct you to the Rock of Ages, 8 
on which they who build ſhall never be 
aſhamed. 
"1 THEREFORE ae eee 
| tion, and would N aſk, both for br 


4 le. i. 23. (6) Gal. iv. 20. (c) 2 Cor. xi. 2. 
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ſelf and you, the Teachings of that bleſſed 
Spirit, whoſe peculiar Office it is, ini the 
moſt efficacious Manner, to ſhew us our 
Danger and our Remedy to aid the la- 
bouring Mind of Miniſters, and to cauſe; 
them to ſee with Satisfaction be Travail of 
their Souls, (a) while he gives to their Hear- 
ers a new * and immoral Fans. 


11. 1 to caution e 

Things, on which young Perſons are 
peculiarly prone to build a falſe og: 
precarious Confidence. PR 


Axp here let me particularly ren 
you, as you love: your Souls, and value 
your eternal Hopes, that you. truſt not to 
the Privileges of your Birch, or the Recti - 
rode of your Speculations in Matters of Re- 
ligion, —or the Purity and Frequency of 
your Forms of Worfhip,—or the Warmth, 
of your Paſfions,—or the Morality of your 
Conduct; for none of theſe apart, nor even 
Ya of chem united, can, according to 
Tenor of the Goſpel, be fufficient f your 


* Security and Happineſs. | 
1, TxvsT not to the Privileges of RET 


5 Hirtb and Education, as the F ounda- 7 
F tion of your eternal Hopes. 


La Tov 
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Tov are, many of you, the Seed "of 


ſed by ſome of you, as an Encouragement 
= to thoſe preſumptuous Hopes. But remem- 


GOD's Servants, perha — ſeveral ſuc- 
ceeding Cent 1 You be ready to 
plead, that you were bots his Houſe, 
that you were early devoted to him in Bap. 
tiſm, and have been brought up in the moſt 
regular and conſcientious Manner: You 
have been ſurrounded with holy Inſtructions 
and correſpondent Examples — your In- 
fancy; and repeated fervent Prayers, both 
in the Family and in ſecret, have been ſent 
up to Heaven upon your Account. Theſe 
are indeed ſignal Advantages, and you may 
juſtly rejoice in them; for in theſe 1 
you are the Children of the Kingdom : 
Joice with Trembling, for our 
told us, that it is more than a poſſible Caſe, 
that the Children of the Kingdom may be cal 
out, (a) and have their Portion in utter 
. Darkneſs. _ The peculiar Regard ſhewn to 
the Seed of Abraham, may perhaps be aby- 


ber that 1/mael was the Son of Abraham, 
and Eſau of Iſaac, and yet neither the one 


F- nor the other inherited the Bleſſing of his 


Father. Remember that beautiful, but 
_ dreadful Parable, which repreſents a wretch- 
ed Creature in Hell, that could cry, Father 


1 Arabam; and * in vain added, bave 


Mere 


rt a . 
(a) Mat. viii, 12. nn 
; | | 8 


err 


ue . the Foundation of Hope. 59 
1 of Mercy upon me, we Licht but a Drop of 
Water to cool my Tongue. (a) Once more, 
remember dials 25 ddl Words of the 
Baptiſt, ſo exp rely ſer ell'd againſt this ar- 
rogant — (b) Think not (ſays 


ham fan vur Fuer ; for. I. jay. unto you, that 
GOD i able : of theſe, Stones ta raiſe up Chil- 
dren unto Abraham: g. d. The Promiſes 
« made to thoſe who are the Children of 

« Abraham, reſpe& not merely them who 
e are lineally deſcended from him, but thoſe 
« who are th Heirs of his Piety and his 
« Faith; for if GOD were to turn theſe 


15 Stapes into. Men, and to form them by 
& « his-Grace th: a holy Character and Tem- 


20 Parents at all, would, in the Senſe of the 
66 Promiſe, be- Childrenof Abraham.” ' And 
it were more reaſonable to expect ſuch a 
Tranſmutation, than that GOD ſhould ac- 
knowledge a Generation of Vipers as his 
People, becauſe they were derived from 
holy Anceſtors. On the: contrary, GOD 
dire&tly aſſures us, that if the Son of the 


rate Plant of a ſtrange Vine (e), in bis Intquity 
which be hath committed, and in his Sin which + 
1 780 fag e ng 97: : e 


2 wh Lake xvi, 4. (4) Mat. ii. g. | 
(ee. Jer. ii. 21, 1 xviii. 10—13. 


Lats 
2 


he) 10 within yourſelves, We baue N ff 


per; fuch; tho? defornded from'no biunan 1 


moſt religious Father forſake the Way of 24 
Virtue and Holineſs, and prove as the dg 


— 


N 
3 ſome other Principle, 
chey inay nevertheleſs not only hold Fat 


"Deſcent from/GOD's People is a 
und Condemnation, rather than an Honout 
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berein the Ways of the Lord are apparent 


equal; for it 15 moſt evident, that a — 


to thoſe Who abandon that good old Way in 


which their Anceſtors have trod, and do, 


as it were, cut off that Intail of Piety, 
which has been the g rte r N . & 
CEN ga 
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. 1.3 Sentiments in Matters of Religion, 2 


the Foundation of your eternal Hope, 
eee are the Workings of Men 


; IT wen, and the Devices of Satan, chat, if 


I miſtake not, there are ſome that place 


cheir Confidence in the Stritneſi, and other 


in the Latitude of their religious Opinions 
but the one and the other will appear equally 


pan, N in the View non be 


ſore us. TE? a. 1 il 


Sorg may 'poliibly. uade eme 
chat their Condition is. ſecure, becauſe theit 


Benti ments are orthodox, They live per. 
haps in che midſt of the Unbelieving and 


ﬆ Profane, and fee daily Contompr and Deri 


the bleſſed Goſpel, or 

moft glorious . Pecaliarigjes 3\ but thro? as 
Influence of a Education, or from 
hort of true Piet 
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9. 4 
ing them een 4 
Manner. U | 
e ky ey Frans be we Cite with 


on the 
2 heb: - 1 


—— caution you againft 1 Go 


your Bl for 4 fanctified Heart. Te Myſtery of 
, vi Faith, as the Apoſtle himſelf affures us, 38 
pes i be held with 4 good Confeience; (bY and in 
er vain do you profeſs to retain the one, while 


„ vou make ſhipwreck of the other. As pre- 
lac cious a Treaſure as the Knowledge of the 
hes WW Truck is, if it go no farther than mere 
ons; on, it will be to you“ but as a 


« Talent of Gold to a Man finking in the 
Sea, which only ferves to plunge him 
ſo much the deeper in Ruin(e ),.“ 
Tn are others, who err in the | 
contrary 1 Orthodox Notions are 
their Banter, rather than their Confidence: 
They pride themſelves in having broke the = 
Shackles in uich others are confined, and in 
ſeeing. thyo! the Miſt in which Multitudes 
have been perplexed. They are ſenſible, that 
5 diride che Work! are 
„ merely 
ker Jude 27 00 1 6 19. 
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62 pl eee Mat, > II. 
| amercly Controverſies about Words; and art 
not much concerned: about others — 
tmtere iu real Difference, | becauſe 
I well aware, that the Fundamentals Re. 
lie in a very little Room. They are 

confident of the Innoceney of Error, and 
tte Saſcty of an honeſt Mind under thoſe 
Miſtakes which have been branded by the 
fſtevereſt Names. A wicked Life is, in their 
Eſteem, the only d angerous Hereſy, and 
| Morality the only Thing that is worth con- 
* _ccnding about. Charupd with their own 
Wisdom and Happineſs in this Freedom of 
Thought, they look down with Pity on Per- 
fons under the Influence of à contracted 

Education and narrow Sentiments, and poſ. 

ſibly mingle their Pity with a great deal of 

Scorn, not to ſay Indignation. But they 

are indeed parte the Objects of 'much 
Jjuſter Pity, if, whilſt glory in theit 
* Fresdan, they are 44 Corruf? 
tion. (a) It is certain, that the moſt gene. 
rous Speculations will no more ſave Men 
dc unregenerate Hearts, and unholy Lives, 
than the moſt rigid and ſevere Set of No- 
tions. For Notes Speculations are in the 
their Nature ſo far ſhort of real Goodneſs, lea 

that if there be nothing more than theſe, i ſhi 
matters but little — > one 
© cannot forbear We e 2 Peau, 


cy » . 
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Serm II. the. Foundation of Hape. 63 
moſt abſurd Inconſiſtency in the Conduct 
of thoſe, who think ſo highly of themſelves, 
becauſe they are poſſeſſed of this one Specu- 
lation, that Speculation in general is a Triſe, 
and Maorulity is all; as if the whole of Mora- 
ly conſiſted in bearing this Teſtimony in 
its Favour. | I wiſh ſuch a Character were 
not almoſt as common, as it is for Men 
to be Bigots in Defence of Catholiciſm,; . * 
and uncharitable in pleading the Cauſe of 
Charity. If this be the Caſe with any of 
you, aut f - your own' Mouth muſt 2 Hen 
demned; (a) and we may juſtly apply to qu, 
in the midſt of your Self- applauſes, thoſe 
awful Words of — Lord; F ye were, in 
this Reſpect, blind, ye thould comparativel 
have no Sin, whereas now you a ne ws Cha, 
or MExeole, for Jour: Sin. (b) 

3. Tauer not in che * Farini of: | 

Devotion, as the Foundation of your 

great Hopes for Eternity. 15 


+4 


You are, it be, joined to #;Sooiei 
ty, which not only wears the Chriſtian 
Name, but ſeparates itſelf from many o- 
ther Profeſſors, under the Apprehenſion, at 
leaſt, of a more pure and ſcriptural Wor- 
ſhip. You, perhaps, ſo much approve 
andivefteem this Worſhip, as to be dili- 
* ne in attending on the e pub 

\F 2 nix: Le 

F5 racy 22. 0 John ix. 4 1 II 
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mands of your Parents and Governors, but 
by your own voluntary Choice. ' And, it 
may be, to theſe you add the Forms of Fa- 
mily-Deyotion Morning and Evening, and, 
poſſibly, a few.,Moments of daily etire. 
ment for Reading and Prayer. What can 
F ſuch religious Perſons have to fear? Nay, 
= rather, my Brethren, what can you have to 
= hope, if, while you draw near to —— 
dur Mauths S 

Hearts ſar from him (a)? 1 — 
before him, as his People come, and preſent 
yourlclves in the Poſture of humble Wor- 


ſhippers, your Heart bs geing 

1 Se GON — 
ded £9, vam —— ption, by declaring, 
"that the the Priyer of the Wiked is an Abomination 
10 him (c), and that bis ſhall certainly be ſo, 
that tum away bis Eat from hearing ibe Lau; 
( i. e. that refuſes Obedience ta it. The 
Servant, that knew bis Maftet's Will, and 
did it not; became juſtiy liable to be. beaten 
weib many Stripes (e); and tis not to be 
wondered, if, in this Senſe, Judgment begin 
Z en of on, and ſeize firſt on 


; 17 er 9 31 
6 Tha. XXiX. 13 . Ezek. xxxiii. 31. 
(e Prox. xv. g. ; Proy. xxviii. 15 (/ 
0 Luke xii. 47. 2 H 75 * 


2 


3 Tau 1 N "65g from Time to 
| Time, not merely in Obedience to the Com- 


„e 
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and wich what Reſolugion it hath been pur- 
lued ; otherwiſe you may be fatally deceived. 


dans could have ſcqured a, Man's Salvation, 


1 25054 K 40 111 * Judas 


thoſe who affront and profane his Ordinances, 
by making them to ſuperſede the very things 
which they were originally appointed on 
purpoſe to promotde. 


4. Tavsr not to the Warmth, of your 
Foundation of your molt important 
D ch ai ite 26d e e | 
Sous of you, to whom I.now ſpeak, # 
have perhaps experienced very, bitter Ago: 

nies of Canſcience. + Lou have been rouz d 
from the Sleep of carnal Security, as by ag 


Earthquake, which has ſhook the.very Cen- 
re of your-Soul,; the Flames of Hell have 
leem'd, as it were, to flaſh in. your, Faces, 
and all cheſe mingled Horrors have com 
pell'd you to cry out, Mon upto me, for 1 
* am undone ! What ſball I do tobe ſaved (a)? 
And yet, to allude to the Story of Elijab, 
the Lord bath not been in the Earthquake, or 
in the Fire (b). Conſider to what Purpoſe the 
Enquiry after Salvation hath been made, 


The Murtherers of Ftepben were cil do the 
Heart by his Preaching (e), and we are ſure, 
tas, if the moſt deep and terpifz ing Convic.. 


(Ye) If. vi. 5, Ads xvi. 30. 
(6) 1 Kings xix. 11, 12. (c) AQs vii. 54. 


2 1 E nen el S n 
. VA 


3 * 6 * . 
4 . * = % 7 
3 | "| 

—_—- * I 


AN thoſe Meſſenge 
Y publiſb Peace in His 


, and Te * 
Repreſentation of 


ric COD. upon t he Souls of his choſen 
People; and, when in a que Connection 


y feſt the moſt violent Convulfions of Soul, 


before he 


Hor ou thy hive ben e 


No em {on Car 

m into Tears ure 
leeds g, when you have heard the 
ſentation of his dying Love; and 
when the precious | eltabliſhed by iz 
have been pe, and the Proſpects of 


9 


enderneſs, 


ce eternal Glo D your Minds have 
been eleva Tac 


tranſported; ſo that yen 
have hung, almoſt with a trembling EA 


Serneſs, on the Ei e e 8 ker; th 
2 e ee "2 that fuch . che are 


the A of the bleſſed Spi. 


with the great Effects they are deſigned ts 
roduce, are highly to be eſteemed und 5e. 

| Joiced in. Pur remember, T intreat cu 
hat every Tear 0 Fenderneſs, and eve 
"EX BA > I® 1 f 


l i: wy 77 . "LLC * 


to that dreadful Exe 
mi hs which ſeal'd him up under Ne. 


with 
you 
: Avon's not only br pop at A; Thunder of 
fte La joiced in the Mefſage of 
175 x Bom tee! The News of a Redeemer has 
to your Souls, ard the Fret of 
beautiful, that have come to 
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Fon might at a mauruſul 
3 a well w el aß your 
n Redeemer s Suf 


ſerings ; you might find yourſelves tranf. 


ported with a fine poetical Deſcription, of 
4 5 Elyſium,.or a Mabometan Paradiſe, 


— as you: have been with the Viows ef 4 


Caraan, which Goſpel ; ordina nem 
dell.” : 'Mere Solf. love might be 


was 1 thoſe Hearers, ep 
As | Ee hen G who tormedratty 


ly. received; the 'Word with Jen, but. Hae oe I 


Ant, ſo noxthered. 2 Ou £41 St 
e pon will „ven are 
confident it is not Selk le in you. 


have often found yaur 
wal 77 with a grateful Sante ef the divine 
Goodneſs; fo chat, when you on it befbre 
GOD in Prayer, or ,convenſe+ with. hs 


Saints on the copious and eee Sobject, 


to yqur great . 
Benefactor, and you. look up to him in the 


your Sduls flow forth in Laue 


moſt thankful A loan of his Fa- 


vours. — If it bea Gratitude, that captivates 
the Soul ines « willing Obedincm, amt av- 


Bages you to lyied yourſelves) as ng — — 


* 
ad 44 As) 


1 N Joy! id the Tidagss 
of Pardon and Happineſs, " without een a 
Degree of renewing and ſanctifying Grace 


Mind im- 


„ 


6 E formed in the'Soul, erm. K 


© erifices to GOD, then is Cbriſt formem in 


.*. your Sduls, and you are not the erſons to 
whom 1 would give the Alarm: On the 
contrary,” I would rather confirm your 
Hopes, and rejoice with you in them. But 
if your Gratitude does not riſe to this; if 
y ie felt only in ſome: tender Emotion of 

Mind; or ſome tranſient external Expreſ 


ion of that Emotion, I muſt Githfully tell 
| chat I fear tis only a nobler Degree of 


that natural Inſtinft; which cauſeth the Oy 
10 knoty bis Owner, and the Aſs bis Maſter's 
„ 2 (a) To find L Spirit in this Mans 
ner impreſe d, does indeed plainly prove 
chat che Day: of your Viſitation is not entire. 
= paſt ; it proves you have not ſinned your: 
| ſelves into utter Inſenſibility of Soul; nay, 

ice muy poſiibly at length, thro' the Commu- 
nications of ſanctify 1 Crave, lead you on 
to real Religion to eminent Attains 
; wmnents init; "Pat ar preſent i falls far ſhort; 
I have often told you, (and one can hardly 
repeat S or inſiſt too earneſtij 
upon i) thar chere is a very; wide Difference 
. between a good State, and a good Frame; 
ud chat Religion is not ſeated either in the 
Underſtanding, or in the Paſſions, but prin- 
5 in che Will , which; in this diszoint- 
e State of human Nature br em being 


eln a FOIA extherc 159 
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Mon AL ir v is certainly a very 


a Thing, and it were ſcandalous indeed ſot 
** any proſeſſing Chriſtian to pour Contempt p 


n it. Wherever this is wanting, Pre- 


ences to Faith and Chriſtian Experienaggats =} 


burt 
on not only vain, but inſolent and deteſtable. 
& He that committeth Sin is of the Devil and be, 
in. deer does Righteouſueſs, alone is righteous (a): 
„ Nor hath the Grace of GOD ever ſavingly 


common Scenes af Thought he may have 
paſſed, who is not effectually taught by it 


to deny Ungodlzneſs and Luft, and 10 x 
be WY hoe Hon hs richie) and pdp: (b) Bü } 
„vill by no means follow from thence,” that 
1 wherever there is a ſober and virtuous Con- 
ect, fuch a Soul i paſſed from Death to 
8 Lie. If the whole of the Goſpel be wrape 
ke vp in the Rules of Morality, hen is Chi 
"A ei dead 


() 1 John il. 7,8. Cb.) Tit. f, 10, 1, 12.) 
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peared to that Man, through whatever | 
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dead in vuin! or, at leaſt, *tis in vain chit 


dhe Notices of his Death are publiſhed to us 


Beware, I intreat you, of fo pernicious an 


Error. I think myſelf obliged more car. 


neſtly to caution | you” again it, becauſe, 
while the Devil is attempting, on the one 


Hand, to engage ſome, under the ſpeciou 
Pretences of an evangelical Spirit, 2 turn the 
t , Cruace of God into Wantonneſs, (a) he ſeems 
do be enſnaring others, by extolling the 

-- Virtue which he hates, in order to lead 


them into a Neglect of Chriſt, and his 
Righteouſneſs, and all the Peculiarities of 


the Goſpel- ſcheme of Salvation; fo that tis 
Aifficult on the whole to ſay, which of theſe 
Devices is moſt deſtructive to the Souls of 
F © Fxom'my Heart I rejoice to think, that 
F-  _ there are ſo many amongſt you, my young 


Friends, whoſe. Character in Life is fait 
and 'unblemiſh'd. You. eſcape the groſſer 
Pollutions of ibe World; you abhor brutal 


3 + Intemperance; you ſcorn the mean Artifices 
of Deceit, and renounce.the hidden Things of 


e Pet. fl. 18. (4) 2 Oer ir. a. |, 


H Difboneſty(b); you honour your Parents and 
'- ſubordinate Governors; you treat the Mini- 


ſters of Chriſt with Reſpect and Eſteem; 
you are affable and courteous in your Beha- 


viour to all, and on this Account we bebold 
you and love you; we hope, and conchide, 
1 . you 


G | * 
+4 4 —_ 


g. SSS green ee gc raw cs rms a2 


2 


m, II. the » Foundation of Hope, 7% _ 
are not far fromthe Kingdom of Heaven. (a) 
Bat, alas! if Tings reſt here, you will ne- 2 
ver enter into it. All cbeſe Things had the 
young Man in the Goſpel ob/erved from bis 
ate een and many of you have ſeen, in a very 
and beautiful 1 how 1 
loyely aYouth was; 2 in Sin () 
he lacked one Thing, and the Lack of that was 
che Ruin of his Soul, as it will be of yours, 
if ou are deſtitute pf it. 
I xnow, that they are eſpecially. in dan- 
ger of being deceived here, who converſe 
—— = to Perſons of an abandon'd Cha- 
racter; or who are themſelves reform'd from 
ſome groſs Irregularities, to which they were 
once addicted. Comparing themſelues with 
others, or ci themſelves i in a more licentious 
and corrupt State, they pronounce a favoura- 
ble Sentence, and conclude they are ſafe and 
happy: But let me intreat you, my Friends, 
chat you would rather compare your Hearta 
and Lives with that perfect Law of GQD;: 
which cannot be repeabda weigh yourſelves 
in that Balance, and ſee whether you art not: 
found wanting there. Review even the up- 
right Conduct of theſe Days of your Reſor- 
mation, and then ſay hether there be ſuch } 
aRedundaney. of Merit in them, as will not 
anſwer preſent Demands, but atone for 
7 your | 
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3 bad been m_ for he-wasy ir ain 


#  eonfounded- on ſach-« Review. Tou will 
/ "mation! that the But 65 borter than a Man 


192 Chr formed ehe dun Sexes ll 
your paſt Offences tos: Tou will ſoon be 


Exami. 
can 


foon acknowledge, on an impartia} 


and the Covering natrruwer 


rech hemſelf upon, 


_ than be can wrap bimſelf in (a)3 neither 


| you,'! dan be yes by the 
ur. al Len b . .: 

£ ima ferro this Head with Gert 
ing, that the Inſtance of the bleſſed Apoftk 
St. Paul ſerves well to Hluſtrate' and con. 
firm our Diſcourſe, in each of the Partieulan 
have now mentioned. Had the Privileges 


of Birth and Education been a ſufficient 


Security, Haul had been ſecure before his 
2 to Chriſtianity for (e) he w 
airen eiphth- Day: of the Sue of 
Hraet, of be de Benjamin, which had 
not; like the reſt, revoked from the Houſe of 
David; and by his Mother's Side, as well as 
dl Putin a Hebrew of the Hebrews, FF 
tbe exacleſt R N gious Notions, 
in che ed of 
da Man, — 
Ta, a Pheriſee ;/ he liv'd to the 
Rigour of that Sect, ##d; both ich reſpect to 
Doctrines and Ceremonies, wits exceedingly 
| zpalows0 of 'the had Nahen, 5 


eould _ 
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IH a Tranſpo rt of, Paſſion in the Cauſe of 
.GOD ole have ſecurecd 4 Man, Pay! had 


deen ſecure; for, concerning Teal, or with 
regard e that, be perſerue the Church, and 
waſted it ure (a) and, laſtly, if 
Morality c F Betiaviout could: have d done” it, 

Paul had been Tecure; for, 2 the 


Rightaquſneſs which is * the Law, he was 


1 4 5.(b) In theſe Things he was _ 


ſo weak, and ſo wretched, as to 


great deal of Confidence; but when he rob 


Muminared, and called by divine Grace, he 


aſſures us, that tobat Things were Gain znto 
on before, thofe he counted 25 l Peper Chriſt, i. e. 


entirely renounced 


the Knowledge of Cbri 30947 my Lord; 
n leads me to the ſecond Genera? 

mhere * 7 1 0 . Ha ve | 
. Iam « 26 BN hi vill be ab 
lid Foundation for Hope and Joy, 


- when all theſe e 8 en. 


cies fail. 


15 161 Lich he 0 utmoſt ies), 
Ned in the "Text Aga Chriſt formed in 7 
Hul, which is to that Phraſe 


in elan, Crit oe Hane of 0 9 
W 13. 6% Phill ni. 6, 7, 8. Wc 


fp Ng: 2 doubtleſs, ſays 14 7 and 1 4 
Things but Loſs, fur 4 Excellmey = 1 
Wich 


. rep formed in ihe Si, Serinl. nl 


_whichis there ſp ken of as an Epitome of 
the Goſpel, the ho 8 of the Myſtery preached 
= among the Gentiles. When Paul fob ſee 
| that the Galatians were brought to this, the 
Pangs of his labouring Mind would be ended, 
and Joy and 9 would ſucceed; 
which is plainly intimated in the Words of 
s the Text: And when you, my dear Charge, 
|. are brought to it, Parents and Miniſters 
may rejoice over you, and you will have an 
everlaſting Spring of Hope and Joy, a ſo- 
lid F erden, on which to build for 
Eternity. 
1 PrRMir me therefore a little more par ſeq 
= ' + ticularly to explain it to you; and let me Co 
intreat you to turn your Thoughts inward, 
that you may judge, whether you have been 
experimentally acquainted with the Tem = 
and Change which I now deſcribe, as fig. ; 
+ nified by this remarkable FIN? in the . 
3 Text, oy formed i in you K 1 
Now, I think, it A lies theſe, thre con 
Things That ſome AporevienBcts of Chriſt 
have 5 — hold of the Heart; that the 
Man isbrought to an explicit Choice of hin, 
and deliberately. enters into Covenant wit 
bim; and that, in Conſequence of bol 
tteſe, ſomething of the Temper and Spit 
of Chriſt is, by divine Grace, wrought i 
his Soul. I will touch on Fach of el 
N vil ar hey me © to gan 
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I. the Foundation of. Hope... 75 
Fey in fe copious and particular a Manner 
as $ they well deſerve. 


117 To have C brift formed in the Soul ap. | 
. Poſes, that ſome ſerious Apprebenſions 
. Chriſt have taken hold 
It evidently implies, that the external 
Revelation of him hath not only been admit- 
ted as a ſpeculative Truth, but attended to 
as a Matter of the higheſt Concern, Previ- 
ous to the fringe of Chriſt in the Soul, 
there muſt Goovidtion, that we are 
naturally without Chriſt, and that, in Con- 
ſequence of this, we are in a moſt unhappy - 
Condition. And this Conviction muſt ſtrike 
deep upon the Heart; for till the Evil of 
Sin be felt, what can make the News of a 
Saviour indeed welcome, ſince, as himfelf 
has declared, the I hole need not a Phyſician, 
but they that are ſick.(a) The Man in whoſe 
Heart Chriſt is formed, has ſeen himſelf 
condemned by GOD's righteous Law; has 
ſeen himſelf equally unable to anſwer its 
Demands, or to bear up under the Execu- 
tion of its Penalties, And feeling this to 
be no light Matter, but the very Life of his. 
Soul, he has then been engaged with the 
greateſt Seriouſneſs and Earneſtneſs, to cry 
out, Vo unto me, for I am undone ! (b) Ob 
what ſhall I do to Kr 000 I before told 
2 you, 
(a) Mat. i ix. 12. 0 K vi. 5. (Jaaa wi. 30. 


the Heart. 


in the Soul; and 1 now add, that the De- 
gree of them may be various, according to 


that ſomething of this Kind muſt make way 


\ 


delity of the preſent Age, and are laws fu- 


70 Gin font? 1 150 Soul, NI! 1 


you, there may be theſe Convictions and 
Awakenings, where Chriſt is never formed 


the various Tempers and Circumſtances of 
different Perſons; but it is moſt evident, 


for the Redeemer's Entrance, who comes to 
ſeek and to ſave that which was loſt (a); to 
bind up the Broken-bearted(b); and to give 
Reſt to the Weary and. He -laden. (c) And 
I the rather inſſſt on this, becauſe I am fully 
perſuaded, that Night Fhoughts of Sin, and 
of the Miſery of our natural Eſtate by it, 
have been the principal Cauſe of all the Infi- 


SFB ge resse on AD Ge. 


"rf Multitude of Souls. . Delt h 


Tux Formation of Me in e De 

| % farther imply an euplicit Choice of MW © 
him, anda deliberate Entering into Co- N. 
VbDenan with bim. 
"Wren ſuch a Soul hears of a Redeemer, nit 


| 150 of the Way of Salvation by him, exhi: WM > 


a and * Rebellion aun; it, het 


* 


bited in Scripture, it cordially a proves the 
Scheme, as entirely worthy of its divine 
Author; and, though corrupt Nature raiſes 
up a thouſand proud Thoughts, in à vain 


"they 
(e Luke ai. 10. (i) ia. in. 1. FE 
(e Mat. xi. 28, 29. "= 


Serm. II. tbe» Foundation of -Hope. . 7 
they are, by Almighty Grace, ſubdued and 
brought into Captivity: (a) The. Map rear 
ſees ſuch a Suitableneſs, and ſuch an Ami- 
ableneſs, in the bleſſed Jeſus, under the 
Character in which the Goſpel reveals him, 
that he judges him to be the Pearl of Price: 
and as GOD has laid him as the Foundation- 
ſtone,” he is, in that View, inconceivably 

ecious to him. (b) Far from contentin 
himſelf with applauding this Plan, as in the 
general regular, beautiful and magnificent, 
the true Believer is ſolicitous, that he may 
have his own Share in this Edifice of Mercy, 
and that, coming to Chriſt as a living Stone, 
he may himſelf be one of thoſe, who ſhall, 
on him, be built up. for an Habitation of GOD 
through the Spirit. () When he. conſiders 
the Lord Tefis repreſented as ſtanding at the 
Door, and knockinz,(d) with Zaccbeis be re- 
ceiues him joyfully. (e) He regards him as 4 
Nail faſtened in a ſure Place; (/) on which he 
can joyfully fix all his eternal Hopes, infi- - 4 
nitely important as he ſees them to be And 
while he thus anchors his Soul on the Righ- 
teouſneſs, the Atonement, and the Interceſ- 
hon of a Redeemer, he humbly bows to his 
Authority, as. bis Lord and his GOD. (g 
'Tis his to ſeat him on the Throne in 
C47 3 Cor, . . Di. . . 
e Epheſ. ii. 22. 4) Rev. iii. 20. 


(g John xx. 28. 


+ (#) Lake xix. 6. % If. xuii. 23. 
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bis Heart, and, as it were, to put into his 
* the en and the 45 that all 
Powers 0 Um Og: governed, 
=» all the ptions of it Kfiroyed by 
kim. In a Word, foraſtnuch as he knows 
that Chrilt was given for a Covenant to the 
People, (a) he deliberately ſets his Seal to 
that Covenant, thereby oting himſelf to 
' Chriſt, and, through him, to the Father, 
Such are his Views, his Purpoſes, and his 
Engagements, and by divme Grace he is 
enabled to be Kichfel to chem. Which 
leads me to add, | Fs id c 


3. Warn Curt is ; firmed 3 in any 7 Soul, 
- ſomething of the Temper and Chara 
F whe PI Feſus is by Vine 4 Grace 
| Wroug bE-ibere. .. * 

I, m16HT with Eaſe multiply Scrip 
in Proof of the abſolute Neceſlity this 
. tis ſo obyious, that you muſt yourſelves 
now how  exprefsly *cis required. You 
3 Eno how Play St. Paul has told us, tha 
5 any Mas hath not the Spirit of Chriſt, he 1; 
nune of his(b); and where this Spirit reſides 
3 4 dwells inthe Heart (c); the fame Mind, 
dt. Temper, is in ſuch an one, as was alf 
i Chriſt Feſus (d); and as he ptofeffeth n 
| * in bim, it is his Care ſo to walk as Ci 


_ 
x BS 534 V3 * | 22 43 2 


18rd s. Rom- TE: 
WT ii. 5 o ni: beg 


P A E SR_—_s 


9928 — tos 
4 > 


- 
- - 
y=y * 


PR 
Tas 


3 


SE he: Kaundetion of Hope, 79 


walked.(a) On which Account the true 
Chriſtian is ſaid 70 haue put on Chet (b] in 
Alluſion 10 che Fiera Phrase, of being 
cloathed with any Temper or Affection, that 
greatly prevails, or governs. in the Soul. (g 

IT is a very pleaing, as well as 

Employment, to trace the Lineaments of 
the Temper and Conduct of Chriſt in his 
People, Our Lord is in a peculiar Senſe 
the Son of Gop, but his People are, through 
him, taken into the ſame Relation. 2 
they are Sans, GOD bath ſent forth . the: 
rit of bis Son into their Hearts, crying 2 
Father.(d) They have not recefved the. % 
2 of Bondage again unto Fear, tho! | 
For they were — * to it, bt / 


haue 
Ace received the Spirit. of Adoption. (e) By this * 


/ Spirit @. filial Temper is wrought. in their 
res MF Souls, by which their Obedience to their 
his, heavenly Father is fo. animated, as to be 
ve; moſt „ as 
on well as moſt eaſy and delightful to them- 
hat ſelres. Under the Influences of this Spirit, 

5 abe Chriſtian deſires it may be his Chand 
s now, as he guſts. it will be his Happine 

e to rw tbe Lanb e $ 


1 1 


— 0 „ jobn . 6, 00 Gal, 53 PORE 
i” 5 14 Thus we read wa being chathed with Ribe 
160, Job xxix. #72 Pal, cxxxii. 10 With Humility, 


1 Pet. 8. I : With C 1 
Pfal. cix. 4 J 1 02 * 9 50 xxxli, 45. 7% 
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ral gyro to follow that Jefus, who waz 
bo 


5, undefiled, and ate 
4 (b) 1 is indeed 4 17 rw? en 


that tis impoſſible for him, as his did, 


to fulfil. all Righteouſneſs, (c) and therefore, 
when be hath done all, he calls himſelf an un- 
profitable Servant. (d) Yet he ſeeth ſo much 
s ofthe internal Beauties of Holineſs, ſo much 
L.uſtre and Glory in the Image of GOD, ay 

| drawn on the Soul of Man, that it is the 

t — rem of his Heart, and Labour of 
Liſe, to purſue it. Nor would he only 

abt from groſſer Enormities, and pra- 


CSGi.iſe thoſe Virmzes which are moſt honoura- 


ble amongſt Men, and attended with the 

| re ſecular noon gry but he would, 
pect, maintain a Conſcience void 

N 2 ence, 109 and perfeſt Holineſs in the- Fear 
7 OD. (f) He hath fo affectionate a Senſe 
of the Riches of the divine Grace, diſplayed 


| 'thro'a Redeemer, in adopting ſo unworthy a 


Creature as himſelf to the Dignity and Pri- 
vilege of a Son of GOD, har he often cries 
out, in Raptures of holy Gratitude and Joy, 
What Pall I render! Inſpiredewith this no- 
ble Principle, he denches his Father's Will 
impartially ; and when he hath diſcovered 
it, he obeyeth 1 it A : and it "I bts 
at 


n y Heb: hi. 46: 2 
I Mat, iii. 15. (0 Luke xvii. 10. | Bp + p 
% Ade xxiv, 16. Y 1 Cor. vii. 24. 
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Meat and bis Drink to perſorm it. (a) 

Irveth the Lord his G O'D above all, —.— 
veth his fellow Creatures for His fake as 
well as their own, and entertains the higheſt 
Veneration and Affection for thoſe who” 
moſt heartily reſemble his Father and their 
Father, his GOD and their GOD. Tis 
his Prayer and: his Endeavour that he may g 


hath O 3 that he may pas thro? 
the World with 2 holy Moderation and Su- 
rity of Sout 1 Tok 1 are 
1 and are temporal ;( e) th I" | 
bm GOD's pe 


every Mercy as : 
ternal Love and Care, and ſerenely ſubmit- 


ting to every Affliction as e Cup vieh bi: 
Father puts into bis Hund. (d) In a Word, he 
defires, that in all the Varicties of Life he 
may ſtill be intent wn, the Views of an ever- 
laſting ates looking and long- 
ing far that ble e n e 
ently to wait his Time, bavi 
this conſtant Expectation, and reviving A- 
ſarance; that whether he livoibꝭ be! alt Foe 
to the Lord, or whether be diotb b ſhall die 
to the Tord. [6 that whether be live —_ 
be files the Lu. 0 | yoT bn a 
| 348 Taue 


60 ohn iv. | Ads & 9.Q. 
9325 2 . b 4 UB , 39 
Tit. u. 13. V% Rom, xiv. 7: 8 q 


about doing Good,(b) and be uſeful to all as e 


|  viour which ariſeth merely from 
Views, or from the Swe 


Tuts is the Chriſtian — this is the Man 
in whom Chriſt is formed; or rather theſe are 


ſome faint Lineaments of his. Character: 


And I vill venture to ſay, that he who can- 
in it, even as thus 


not diſcern ſo 
im y deſcribed, which is vaſtly ſupe- 
rior to that Morality and Beha- 
prudential 
and-Gentle- 
neſs of a Man's natural Temper, is ſunk be- 
low' the. boaſted Religion of Nature, and 
muſt 'take Refuge in the wretched Princi- 
ples of Atheiſm, if he would pretend to 


Y Bere thing of a conliſtent Scheme. 


I -xvsr. conclude with hinting at ſome 


we Reflections and Inferences which my 
Time een 


large. 


1. How important is it "Sit Miniſters 
ſhould lead young Perſons 1 into ſuch Views 
as theſe | 


Oo 91988 n FE 
is to promote the eternal Happineſs of our 
- Hearers, and to lay a ſolid —— of 


Hope and Joy in their Souls. We ſee what 
it is, and other Foundation can no Man lay. (a) 


Here then let all our Labours center. Tis 
PWW | 


(a) 1 Cor. iii, 11. 
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erin." H. the Foundation of "Hope. 83 
che Miniſtry went, and in which they pro- 
ſper d. Let us follow; their Steps, and ex- 
ert our moſt vigorous Efforts here. Modern 
Refinements may amuſe us in our Cloſets, 
but they will never feed the Souls of our 
Hearers,' nor ſpread the Triumphs 6 2 
Goſpel which was the Power of G00 10 the 
Salontion of |" before they were 
eyer dreamt of. I hope GOD is my Wit 
neſs that J am heaftily concerned for the In- 
tereſt of Virtue, (if by that be meant the 
Advancement of Practical Religion) but I 
never 0 ſee i promoted by the moſt 
ations concerning its Na- 


ture, or the fineſt Harangues on its innate 
Beauties, when the Name and peculiar Do- 


ctrines of Chriſt are thrown off, as unfaſhion-. 
able Incumbrances of a Diſcourſe. - Experi- 


enced Chriſtians, who have taſted the Bread 
of Life,” will not contentedly be put off with 
ſush 'Chaff; 'and if we imagine that the 
bs of dur Auditors may be 

to à Reliſh for it, we ho | 
Mee . . Attempt bat 1 
wy 1 that Succeſs will be the 2 
of the n and the 2 ac 


Souls. S015 To 94a ei 55 -' Ws 
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3. WHAT 1 of che Wark of 
the divine Spirit on the Heart, in order 
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Serm. II. - the Foundation of Hope. 85 
Thoughts to ſome Agent, by whom the 
Work is done; and when you conſider 
what kind of a Work it is, I appeal to your 
own Conſciences, whether it is to be thought 
merely a human Production. Were it only 
a Name, a Ceremony, a Speculation, or a 
Paſſion, it would not be worth a Moment's 
Diſpute, whether you or we ſhould have the 
Glory of it. But as it is nothing leſs than 
the Transformation of a corrupt and degene- 
rate Creature, into the holy Image of the 
Son of GOD, it were Impiety for either to 
arrogate it to ourſelves. 1 
Lr us therefore on the whole learn our 
Duty and our Wiſdom. Let the Matter be 


ES Hy 


and let us judge ourſelves by the Character 
deſcribed, as thoſe that expect very ſhortly 
to be judged of the Lord. If, on the Ex- 
amination, any of you have Reaſon to con- 
clude that you are Strangers to it, remem- 
ber that the invincible Battery of the Word 
of GOD demoliſhes all the towering Hopes 
you may have raiſed on any other Founda- 
tion. Let Conſcience then ſay, whether an 

Amuſement, or any Buſineſs in Life, be ſo 
important, as to be attended to, even for one 
fingle Day, in neglect of this great Concern, 
on which 1 Fa an im- 
moral Soul is ded. If nothing be 
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of greater Moment, apply 
| H . yourſelves 


8 


brought to a ſerious and immediate Review, 


3 35 * Chrif formed in the, Ke. Sew. I. 


yourſelves ſeriouſly to this, and omit no 
Proper and rational Methods of ſecuring it 

onſider the Ways by which Chilt uſes to 
enter into à Soul, and wait upon him in thoſe 
| 5 Ways. Reflect ſeriouſly. on your preſent 
| Condition, conſtantly attend the Inſtructions 

of his Word, and the other Solemnities of 

; hisWorſhip, and chuſe to converſe intimate- 
VJ with thoſe, in whom you have Reaſon to 
F F think he is already formed, But in all re- 
E member that the Succeſs depends upon a di- 
vine Co-operation, and therefore go fre- 
© quently into the Preſence of GOD by Prayer; 
= go. into it this Day, or if poſſible this Hour, 
4 and, importunately intreat the regenerating W 
A þ: "290 8 Influences of his Spirit, MW = 
which, * you earneſtly defire them, 
the Goſpel gives you ſuch ample Encou- 
I .  Tagement to expect. But if you have Rea. 
= fon to hope that you have already re- 
E ceived them, Jearn to what the Praiſe ſhould 
3 150 aſcribed, and let it animate you to pray, 
that thro” farther Communications from the 
Throne of Grace, you may be made conti- 
F 1 * awally more and more like to your Re- 
deemer, till you are prepared for that 
. her vou ſhall ſhine forth in by 
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Prov: Wc i, 


Enter not into the Path of the Wi zeta, and 25 
not in the Way ef evil Men. Avoid it, 


2 not by iy turn from” it, N 23 


| Ee have: any n 
oY Judgment of the wiſeſt 7 
Men, illuminated and direct- 
. ed by the Influences of che 
NY divine Spirit, we muſt cer- 
2 2 tainly own, that ill Co 
very dangerous Snare, and 
Perſons ſhould be W — x 
, "IA 


88 A Diſuafve from Serm. III. 
cearneſtly cautioned againſt it. T he excel - 


lent Collection of moral and reli Pre- 


cepts contained in this Book of roverbs, 


I Was eſpecially intended 70 give 3 or 
Prudence 10 the Simple, and to the young Man 
"Knowledge and Diſcretion.(a) And as the fa- 


.cred Author well knew that he ſhould plead 
the Cauſe of Wiſdom and Piety in vain, 
while the Voice of diſſolute Companions was 
heard, and their Converſation: purſued, he 
begins his Addreſſes to them with repeated 
Cautions on this Head. My Son (ſays he) 
5 * Sinners entice thee, conſent thou not.(b) As 
® proceeds in his - Diſcourſe, the Addreſs 
* | Ano ws more lively and earneſt 3 and I am 
"I = every attentive Hearer will ſoon diſco- 


* a peculiar En in the Words of the 
F Te ext. This faithful and compaſſionate 


Counſellor doth not content himſelf with 
diſſuading his young Reader from joining 
wich notorious Offenders 1 in their Crimes, 


dat even from going in the Way with them, 


or with any other evi Men; nay, from en- 
f upon it, or even approaching it, ſo 
| as to 106g if there were not a 
Neceſſity of doing it. Enter not into the 

Path of Sinners, — in the Way of evil 
Men: * Avoid it, paſs not by it, turn from it, 
12 q. d. Shun the very Place 


« woul 


« ;# 
2 


wr bur, (40 Ver 10. 


paſs away 
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ſuch had he himſelf learnt from Dovid his. 


bonour d wha, fear the Lord. Thus he deli- * 
neates the holy and happy Man; and he 


e Kar Wee Käse 


formed of devoting himſelf to a religious 


% would if it were infected with the moſt 
malignant and dangerous Diſraſe: And 
jf you have unwarily taken any Steps to- 
«© wards it, ſtop ſhort, ms 
« Courſe another Way.” 

Sven Leſſons did Solomon teach; * 


Father. That pious Prince, in the very En- 
trance on the Book of Pſalms, (a) deſcribes 
the good Man as one that walketh not in tb 
Counſel of the Ungodly, nor ſtandeth in ie 
Way of Sinners, nor fitteth in the Seat of the. 
Scornful; and he elſewhere ſpeaks of the Ci- 
tizen of Zion, as one in whoſe, Eyes a vile 
Perſon, far from being choſen as an intimate 
Companion, is contemnod, (b) while they are 


had a pleaſing Conſcioufneſs chat this Cha- 
rafter was his own : He therefore appeals to 
GOD as a Witneſs to it, that he had not. 
himſelf /at vith vain Perſons, and was deter- 
mined that he would not go in unto Difſem--" 
blers (e) nay, that he was fo far from ſecx- 
ing — delighting in their Company, that 

he reſolutely drove em away from him, as 


one who. knew their Society would be ex- 


injurious to the Purpoſe he had 


1 3 
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1 17 . 2 you "ot ms 
> Courſe.” Depart Evil-dbers, for 
Till keep the — my 60D. 7 ) 
Tux facred Writers of the new Teſta. 
ment recommend to us the ſame Conduct. 
They charge us, that we ſhould have n 

: Fellowſhip with the u 2 Works of Dark- 
1 ſab) that we ſhould not be #nequally yoked 
in any kind of intimate Friendſhip with 
Undelie vers; (c) and that if any do not obey the 
Word, we pould note fuch à one, and have 
3 ib with bim, that be may be . 
i 

Cos p ERINo ſuch Paſſages of Scripture, 
as well as the Reaſon of the Thing, I think it 
5 proper at this Time to purſue this Subject at 
= large. 1 well know that I may ſucceed in 
tis particular Addreſs, and yet leave you 
Strangers to a ſavin Change, and far from 
the Kingdom of but if I cannot pre- 
Vail with you to — from, and · diſcard 
the Company of Sinners, 1 fear other Admo- 
= nitions will turn to very little Account. In 
3 | — further Pyvſccution of the Suljen I will, 


1 By IEFLY- tell you whins I intend by 
that bad Company, which T would 
© Eqution you againſt, 'and how far 1 
FVould urge you to avoid it. 
A . er 1 Jims II. Orrs, 
n dite 116. (%% Erb. v. 1 1 
27 100 2 Cor vf. 14. . Ir, i 
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germ. III. keeping bad\Company. 9. 
II. Orr ſome: Confiderations to deter: | 
you from it; and 
III. Cover upE er obvious Jas: $ 
ferences: F 


Figsr, Lam briefly to hw you what 1 
would now caution * Tis 
Axp here ſurely I need not be large in 
telling you what I mean by bad C 15 
It is in general the Converſation of thoſe 
who are apparently deſtitute of the Fear of 
GOD; and fo it takes in not only Perſons 
2 the moſt diſſolute and abandon'd: Chara- 
cters, but thoſe vain and worthleſs Creatures 
who. manifeſt a N of Religion, thilo“ 
free $ and Immoralities. 
So that what ] have to ſay will be applicable 
to all ſinful Co ions whatever; but the 
more notorious their Vices are, the more 
evident will be the Force of each of thoſe 2 
Arguments, by which I ſhall now enden- 
your to fortify you againſt their Society,. 
NEITRER That I uſe many Words tat. 
telling you, how far you are to avoid ſuch 1 1 
Company for to be ſure you cannot ima- 
gine, that I am endeavouring to diſſuade 
you from a neceſſary Commerce with them 


ö A 


in the common Affairs of Life, and the Bu- 


ſmeſz of your Calling; ſince then, as the Apo 
ſtle'cxprefſes ic, you muſt needs g out 3 * 
* * World, . 
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"  # Diſuaſve from Serm. Ill 
3 conſidering the State of Religion 
and Morality in it. Nor would I lead you 
to a Neglect of any Offices of Humanity 
and Civility to them; for ſuch a Behaviour, 
” inſtead of adorning the Gopel, —_— greatly 
their Minds Leaſt of 


all would I hinder you — applying your- 


= 


”r 


| ſelves to them by ſerious Admonitions, in 
order to convince them of their Sin and 
Danger, and to engage them to Repentance 
and Reformation. In theſe Views the bleſ- 
ſed Jeſus himſelf converſed freely with Per. 
ſons of the moſt infamous Characters, tho 
he were perfectly holy, harmleſs and undefiled, 
and in that Senſe | /eparate from Sinners. (b 


b. The Folly I would caution you againft ; is, 
, chuſing irreligious Perfons for your inti-. 
3 n riends, and delighting to ſpend 


our vacant eee in vain Converſation 


* Bar them.” My Deſign does not require 


+ farther Explication ; the great Difficulty I 
| append is, F 


d l 8 


| 'SxconDLy, To fortify you a Wo 


Danger of ſuch Companions, and to engage 
you cautiouſly to avoid them. 
Wu I call this the moſt gifficult Part 


2 . my Work, it is not becauſe I am at a 


* 
* 
# - 
* 
„ 
” 


CEL + Fa? * 
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| loſs * Arguments, or apprehend thoſe At 
gurnents 
000 I ; Cor. v. 10. (% Heb. vii. 26. 


to be either weak or obſcure. A 
Variety of Conſiderations immediately pre- 


ou 

ity ent themſelves to my Mind, fo plain, and 
ur, yet fo important, that I am confident, were 
tl che Matter to be weighed in an equal Ba- 
of MW lance, a few Moments would be ſufficient to 
ur- produce a rational Conviction of what I am 
in to prove. But Oh, who can anſwer for the 


Effect of ſuch a Conviction? When I con- 
ice ſider the unaccountable Inchantment which 
eſ- W there ſeems to be in ſuch Company as I am 

er- warning you againſt, and reflect on the In- 
10 ſtances in which I have ſeen young Perſons 
ed, of Senſe and Education, who once appeared 
b) to promiſe remarkably well, at length intan- 
is, gled, and fome of them ruined by it, Idare 
ti-. W not preſume on the Succeſs I might other- 

nd WM wiſe expect, Nevertheleſs I know that the 
on 

re 

1 

le 


Word of GOD is quick and fl, and 
Sharper than any two-edged Sword, and I know 
that if it be Tb the Hand of the bleſ-- 


ſed Spirit, it © will be : effe@tual to divide you f 
from your moſt delightful carnal Aſſociates 4 


ſince it can ſeparate Things as near to each 
other, aj the Foints, and — 1 and 
can lay open the Heart to ſo clear a View, 
as 7 it ſhall ſeem to have un 
ut Thoughts and Intentions. (a) 

Tis this e es me to make the At. 
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ö ſo apparently concerned. 


tance of the Caſe will not only excuſe my 
handling it at large, but will alſo engage 
all who have any Regard to the Happineſs 
of the riſing Generation, to lift up their 


Hearts to GOD, that he may aſſiſt and ſuc- 


ceed me in pleading this weighty Cauſe, in 
which the Intereſts of Time and Eternity are 

- Grvx me leave then to beſpeak the moſt 
ſerious Attention of all that hear me, and 


| eſpecially of the younger Part of my Audi: 


ence, while J urge on your Conſciences ſuch 
Conſiderations as theſe. Seriouſly reflect on 
the many unhappy Conſequences which will 
attend your going in the Way of Sinners : — 
Think on thoſe Entertainments and Pleaſures 


1 - which you give up for the ſake of their So- 


ciety :— And conſider how little Advantage 
can ex from thence, to counter ba- 
ce the P. ures you reſign, and the Evils 


4 you incur by it. 


I. Lr me intreat you ſeriouſly to reflet 


1 on the many unhappy Conſequences which 
win attend your entring into the Path of the 
Wicked and going in the Way of evil Men. 


Fou probably will by this means quick] y 
wear out all ſerious Impreſſions; — you w 
be expoſed to numberleſs Temptations to 


Sin ond Folly, — and thrown out of the 


Way of Amendment and. Reformation, 
e due will be led into a great man 


A 


Lk & 
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Inconveniences, — till at laſt you-periſh _ 
u with your ſinful Companions, and have * 
18 and Portion among them in Hell, 
1 


1. By this means you will be in he 
dy Way to loſe all Senſe of Religion, 
and out- grow the Impreſſions of a ſeri- 


15 ous Education, if Providence have fa; 
ſt voured you with it. 
d Ir your are not harder than the ne- 


i. WW er Mill-fone, ſome ſuch Impreſſions were 
ſurely made in your younger Years,, and. I 
believe few that have been trained up in re- 
ligious Families have entirely eſcaped them. 
If theſe are duly improved they will end in 
Converſion and Glory, but if theyare reſiſted 
they lead to greater Obſt inacy in Sin, and 
throw the Soul ſtill farther from the King- 
dom of GOD. Now what can be more evi- 
dent than the Tendency of vain and carnal : 
Converſation to quench the bleſſed Spirit of 
GOD, and hinder the Mind from falling 4 
in with his preparatory Work upon it. 
Iam e if they, who are un- 
der BR ailing Senſe of divine Things, | 
conſider how difficult they often find it to 
prefers thoſe 4” on their Spirits, 
the Company of ſome who appear on the 
=D to be ſerious People, even they will be 
atraid frequently to venter into the Com- 
* the Profane. * 


a. 
\ 
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* 


EL 
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* mu 


Mr. Bolton _ expreſſes it, (a) «© Throy 
„ a blazing Firebrand into Snow or Rain, 
and its Brightneſs and its Heat will quick 
iy be extinguiſhed; ſo let the livelieſt 
Chriſtian plunge himſelf into carnal Com. 
© pany, and he will ſoon find the Warmth 
„ of his Zeal abated, and the Tenderneſs of 
© his Conſcience prejudiced. „Now, if it 
be ſo detrimental to thoſe that have delibe- 
b ; rately devoted themſelves to the Service of 
GOD, and have had ſome ce of the 
| Goodneſs of his Ways, judge how much 
more dangerous it muſt be to him who has 
only ſome feeble Deſires, and, as yet, unde- 
| - tercuned Purpoſes, in favour it. Young 
& People are extremely raſn and credulous, 
and when you fee favourite Compani- 
ons negleCting ſerious Godlineſs, and, per- 
haps, deriding it, tis a thouſand to one, 
= that you will not have the Courage 
= poſe them; you will probably 1 or at firſt be 
lent, and then you will aſhamed of 
pour former Tenderneſs, till at laſt, ſeduced 
by the Craftineſs of them that lie in wait to 
E deceive, (b) you may — 50 cenſure Re- 
gion, as an unneceſſary and burthenſome 


Thing, if you are not tranſported ſo far as 


I 1 Au bbodredh it, and join 24 
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and impious Cry, A W 
© be Agne by K. r 

Ac tx, when you have been uſed: to 
the Pleaſures of ſuch Company, and, per 
haps, of that unbridled Luxury which lr 
may be ready to lead-yon into, you will, no 
doubt, loſe your Rehtfh for all the Enter- 
tainments of Devotion. The Hours yo 
E 
in the Family, will grow tedious, and al- 
—— you? and you will re- 
joice when the dull Work is over, that you 
may return to your beloved Companions . .- 
again, Thus will all R to R q 
be gradually. worn out AO and 3 
this ſeems to be the A — by | 2 


St. Paul, to diſſuade the Corinthians 
ing unequally yoked with Unbelievers. Win 
Fellowſhip bath Righteouſneſs with Unrigh- 
teoufneſs ? or what Communion bath Light wu 
Darkneſs? (a) This alone would be a 

conſiderable Evil, but tis far from) ona 
you have to fear J for, I add, 


| in Company, you 
lay — 01 open to many Tempta- 
tions, and probably will be drawn Jnta 
A grrat deal of Guilt. 
bee en Ex * 
4 * 22970 are all,” ſays Mr. Locte, 
* ns I > * akind | 


9 Dave from Serm. II 
x Kind of Camelions,. that take a wp 
« ure from that which is near us (a).“ 
chat, if you converſe: with wicked People 
/ you will probably become like them your. 

| ſelves. Tis an Argument, which Solomon ( 
, againſt forming any peculiar Intima- 1 
cy "with thoſe that are paſſionate; and tis 
-- Equally'"applicable to many other Caſes. t 
Make no" Friendſhip cvith an angry Man, and 1 
withia furious Man ſpult thou not go, Id WM « 
thou learn bis Ways, ond get « a Snare to th b 
4 Soul. (b) 0 
Alas, Sinners, you are too apt to be 1 "© 
| led into Guilt by your own corrupt Hearts, 0 
euen when you have the faireſt e 0 
I 

by 

ſc 

cc 
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WU 
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*- againſt it, amidſt the wiſeſt Inſtructions, 
and the holieſt” Examples; how forcibly 

then will the Temptation aſſault you, when 

ou ſee others, and thoſe your moſt intimate 
3 Nends, yield to it without any Appearance 
4 of Remorſe: ' And when, it may be, you 
hear them pleading in favour of the Com- 
pliance, and endeavouring to perſuade you 
do join in the Practice, as what they have 
themſelves found delightful and advanta- 


in 

at 

geous ? | 

©/*T1s no ſmall üben ien Crea- be, 

ture, who was ſent into the World to ſerve ba 

OD, anc to f HAPPY Immortality, to * 
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live in vain, and trifle away Hour after Hour, 
in mere Idleneſs and Impertinence: - Yet this 


is the leaſt Sin, that, bad Company leads a 


Man into. Unhappy as this is, would to 
GOD chat it always reſted here the World 
would at; leaſt be more peaceful, and your 
Damnation, Sinners, would be leſs — — 
ble. But daily Obſervation undeniablyß 
proves, that by evil Examples, and wicked 

Companions, People A learn Glut- 
tony and Drunkenneſs, Swearing and Un- 


| cleanneſs. It engages them in fooliſh Quar- 


rels, in which they blaſpheme the Name of 


GOD, and injure their Neighbour ;: and it 


habituates them to ſuch extravagant Ways of 
living, as they are forced to ſupport by "foe 

Diſhoneſty, and very often by open Rob- 
bery. Thus they gradually fall into thoſe” 


ous Enormities, which at firſt they 1 


could not have thought of without Horror. 
This fatal Effect is plainly hinted at in Pro- 
verbs, where the Wretch, that abandon' '4. 4 
himſelf to the Society of Sinners, is repfe- 
ſented as acknowledgin „ that he was neſt. | 
in all Evil, in the. mi ? of the C ongreg ation 1 
and Aſſembly (a) i. e. was ſo hardned in his 

various Crimes, as not to be aſhamed, ta. 
commit, or at. leaſt to avow them, in the 
„ene 4 
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* By finful Com 5 
= 5 will throw ow out mpany 25 
of Repentance and Reformation. 
I ETrORRE obſerved, that you will by this 
Means contract a Diſreliſh for the Exerciſes 
of Devotion, and this will probably be at- 
tended with the Neglect of thofe Ordinances 
which GOD- hath appointed as the great 
= Means of our Converſion and Edification ; 
and when theſe are neglected, how can you 
expect that GOD ſhould purſue you with 
uncommon Interpoſitions of hisGrace ? That 
-when his Word is deſpiſed, and his Houſe 
| forſaken, he ſhould ſeize you as it were . 
Violence, amongſt your diſſolute Com 
and convert you in your — — ls? 
Your pious Friends may indeed have ſome 
Op reunities in private of expoſtulating 
you, but it will require a great deal of 
| Refohition to attempt it; and when they do, 
| they muſt take it as a liar Favour, if 
= you give them a patient ing, and don't 
* affront and revile them for their charitable 


Fir of Deſtruction, and plucking ou as 
Brands out of everlaſting Bu 
Bur it we ſhould allow, that their Im- 
portunity, or any other Conſideration, ſhould 
ſometimes bring you within the Hearing of 
an nnn. practical Sermon, . 


e aha pg "Wh. it | 


Endeavour of delivering your Souls from the 
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Convictions will wear off, as ſoon as you re- 


turn to your wicked Companions again, 


One gay, licentious Hour amongſt them 
may undo the Labour of many Days and 
Weeks, and preſently teach you to laugh at 
ourſelves for the former Alarm, as if eyery 


ear had been vain, and every Purpoſ of Re- 
formation necdleſs. And thus your Hearts 
will be like temper'd Steel, which gathers 7 
Strength from every Blow of the Hammer, 
to make a more vigorous Reſiſtance to the 
next; and you will harden by/gll the moſt 
mollifying Methods of Providence” and of 


Grace, till at length you provoke the bleſſed 


Spirit, ſo often reſifted, intirely -to.With- 7 


draw, and ſo you be fealed up under findl 


Impenitency. Thus the pour fooliſh Cred-. 


ture I mention'd before, who was fo fond of 


the Society of Sinners, is repreſented is fe. 
flecting too late, that all the wiſeſt and Kind- 


Ly 


— 


E IN. beeping Bad Compory. TOR 
ſerious Impreſſion ſhould be made upon your. 
Minds by it, tis very probable all thoſe 


eſt Endeavours of his Friends, for his Refor- 


ly diſobedient will you be, if you r I. 


. 2 
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mation, had been utterly inefftctual, Hos, 
fays he, Dave F bated Kuowledpe, and 7 WW 
„Heart deſpiſed Reproof!. I have not cbeyrd the © 
Voice of my Teachers, nor inclined my Ear to 
them that inſtructed me. (a) Thus incorrigt "8 


* „ 
5 I * y £ *; 
; = . 
y 
— 


4 a 102 | 4 Dee ow 2158 II. 


10 the Path & Sinners, and go in the Way of 


EAN. * Conſequence, of this, 


+ 7 * will undoubtedly find . 
expoſed to a great deal of preſent Incon- 
venience and Calamity, with regard to 


your temporal Affairs. 


ow, methinks, this Conſideration ſhould 


| | . have its Weight with you, whoſe Guile 
8 = is, and whoſe Ruin it too probably may 
be, 0 look only at thoſe Things which are 
Fenn, àul are temporal. (a) I before obſerved, 
dat by frequenting ill Company, you will 
de under ee to Idleneſs. 
And thus ou will, i in a Probability, waſte 
E Ax. . ſhorten your Days; 
and lin the mean 2 lay a Foundation for 
many Diſcaſes, which may give you an utter 

- Diſreliſh for all the Comforts and Entertain- 
ments of Life, when you ſtand in the great- 


wo, eſt Need of Relief from them. I add, that 


is not at all unlikely, that the fooliſh Quar- 
Fe, into which it may lead you, may be 
attended with Coſt or. Pain, and perhaps 
with both. And as for your Reputation, 
which to a generous Spire i; is one of the dear- 
= eſt. of all temporal Enjoyments,, I mult 
Plainly tell you, that if you determine to 


take no Cate in the Choice of your Com- 


* pany, you muſt omg give it up; for if, 


0 2 Cor. iv. 18. 
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almoſt by à Miracle, you ſhould be kept 

from, running, with your finful Aſſociates, 

into the ſame Exceſs of Riot and Folly, 

D yet the. very Circumſtance, of taking Plea- 

* ſure in ſuch fort of Companions, will be 

0 enough to overthrow it, in the Judgment of 
wiſe and conſiderate PeoplGe. 

d Such Arguments as theſe does Solomon 

t uſe, when cautioning his young Readers 

àAgainſt ſo dangerous an Entanglement. He 

2 

, 

U 


pleads the many temporal Inconveniences 

and Evils which attend it, and many of 
which I have juſt been mentioning. He 
obſerves that it tends to impoveriſh them. 
e He that follows after. vain Perſons, Hall 
; have Poverty engugh ; (a) that however. it 
r may ſeem the Cement of Friendſhip; it 
- often proves the Occaſion of Enmity and 
1 Contention 3(b) Mbo hath Woe, who hath 
; 
þ 


Babblings, who hath Wounds without Cauſe, - 1 
| whobath Reaneſs of Eyes? Thoſe that tarry > 
at the Wine with the Partners of their Mid- 
night Debaucheries. How much the Heal 
is impair'd by it, is evidently ſuggefted, when 
he repreſents the poor Creature as mourning 
at laft, when bis Fleſh and his Body are con- 
ned,; (c) and to add no more, he exprely 
tells us, that Sinners, by theſe kind of Com 
2 federacies, lay Snares for their own Lives, 
and lurt privily for lei, dan Blied @) i 


"ie, ) Prov. xxviii. 19. (3) Chap. xxiii. 29. 
(e Prov. v. 11. {4) Chap. i. 18. * 


* 


104 Fare Serm. III. 
which he uſeth as an Argument againſt com- 
. with their P ls whenthey ſcem'd 

moſt advantageous : And accordingly we 
| ſee that moſt of thaſe unhappy Creatures, 
Pho are the Victims of publick x Yullics, and 

fall by the Hand of the Executioner, 2 

clare with their dying Breath, that wicked 

Kamin was the Occaſion of their Ruin. 


\ 
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F 5. 'fx 1 you chuſe the Sociery of Sinners, 
vou will probably periſh with them, 
and have their Company in Hell, as 

you have had it Earth, 
| ” En, Apt of this dreadful Conſe- 
quence Is wo apparent from what I ſaid 
under the ade of my Diſcourſe. 
If you loſe thoſe ee e which 
were early made, if you are drawn into a 
at deal of Sin, and thrown out of the 
| ay of Re N and Reformation, what 
* can the End of theſe Things be? Or what 
Fo vou reaſonably. cxpett but that GOD 


d execute upon you all the I Jer ceneſs of 

12 ogg ath? And to cut off your vain, pre- 
* bn Hopes, and awaken you to that 
Senſe of Danger, which is ſo abſolutely ne- 
-- ceffary for your De liverance, he has e 
* 


* 
E 


SS re eee nn 2 


Ahreatened it; and that not only in gener 
with reſpect to all Sinners, but Particular 

do ſuch, as are fond of wicked Company. 
4 And tis worth your while to obſerve in 
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what he threatens it; a Compa- 
nion of Fools Hall be deſtroyed. (a) So that 
what Solomon ſays of one ſort of ſinful Com- 
panions is juſtly applicable to the reft ; their 
Houſe is the Way to Hell, going down to the 
Chambers of Death. (b) | 

Now let me intreat you. to dwell upon 
this Thought, till you feel ſomething of the 
Weight and the Terror of it, Be ſometimes 
aſking yourſelves,** How can we dwell in de- 
„ youring, Flames? How can we lie down in 
«« everlaſting Burnings?“ (c) How can you 
endure thoſe Torments yourſelves? And in 
what Temper, and with what Reflections 
will you meet the Partners of your Guilt and 
Folly there? And in what Manner will you 
converſe ' together? Alas, my Friends, in 
thoſe Seats of: Horror and ir, all that 
rendered your Intercourſe on delight - 


ful, will be come to an eternal Period. There 
will be no Opportunities for you and them ta 


gratify your ſenſual Deſires together: Na 
delicious Food, no intoxicating Liquors, 
no gay Tales, no chearful Songs; but in- 
ſtead of theſe, Blackneſs of Darkneſs for ever. 
more,(d) Weeping, and Wailing, and Gnaſb- 
ing of Teeth (e]; the Worm that never dies, 
and the Fire that cannot be pagan.” 216 
19S | 1 ILL: 


(a) Prov. i „ hh Prom wii. 29: 
| e) Ta. xxxfii. 14. (4) Judev. 13. 7 


0 Mat. viii. 12. 7 Mark ix. 44» 46, 48. | bY 


* ” 


\ + W1tr it then be any Relief to. you, to 
ledk back on thoſe Days which you ſhared 
in Luxury and in Sin? Will your Friend- 
ſhip ſtill continue? And will you be endea- 
vouring by tender- Condolences, and 'by 
obliging Offices, to mollify and alleviate 
the Miſeries of each other? Alas, Sinners, 
Hell is.not the Seat of Friendſhip, but of 
everlaſting Enmity and Rage. All the 
wretched" Inhabitants will live in perpetual 

. Diſcord, and mutual Abhorrence. And no 

doubt your keeneſt Reſentments will burn 

ga gainſt thoſe, who have been your Partners 
in — 3. as your aggravated Damnation will 
de in part owing to them. And on the ſame 
| Privciples will their Indignations. riſe againſt 

E you; And thus you will lie for ever, con- 

, . finually exerciſing all the enlarged Capaci-· 

ties of your Minds, to increaſe the Thambat 

of each other. And perhaps tis the only 

!nſtance in which your Deſires and your At. 

tempts will be effedtual. Ohl Sirs, when 1 

think of the Air and Form af ſome wicked 

Creatures when tranſported with Paſſion, 

| when [obſerve how venomous their Speeches, 

and extravagantly furious all their Actions 

Bare, methinks I fee the moſt lively Emblem 

F of the Society below: But alas, how much 

more dreadful muſt it be, to ſtand 

to the Rage and Revenge of a damned Spi- 

3 ric Yer this is like to be your Lots a 

5 | * + 


2 
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nions in Sin, will Probatly prove your 
fierceſt Tormentars, - 
TRERE's Reaſon to apprehend that theſe, 


to 

ed 

d- 

a. 

and ſuch as theſe, will be the miſerable Con- 
te ſequences of wicked Company with Regard 
2 to yourſelves. I might i * hence, that 
of for you to frequent it muſt be very grievous 
ne and injurious to others. I might plead at 
al large, from the Alarms and the Sorrows, to 

0 which your Parents and Miniſters will be 
n expoſed, by your purſuing it, and the miſ- 
s chievous Influence it may have on the Cir- 
a cumſtances and Characters of your own Do- 
| 

ſt 


meſticks, if ever you appear as Heads of 
Families, as well as of many others, with 


* whom you be concerned. Salomon urges one 


of theſe Conſiderations, when. he ſays, 1 


% 
8 e of riotous Men ſhameth his Fa- 
Y | #ber.(a) Here would be a large Field of 
1 


Argument, e reſent, leſt my 41 | 


Di courſe ſhould ſwell be 
as well as to avoid the 


Eee che due Boun 
epetition of what 


, was laying. before you, on a former On. 


ſion. (Y) 


1 1 hop you are abun- 


8 
4 dantly convinced, by what hath been already 


faid, that the pernicious and dangerous Con- 


| ſequences are many and great: Let me in- 
; 15 you farther to conſider, | 
Il. How 


0 #4 xxvüi. 7. (5) Vid. Ser. I. 


* 4 
* 


Y , - * o a , 
f ? 


it be, the moſt delightful of your Compa- 


at 
4 — 
1 o 


| 
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n. How much hiker Binertaihlhwa 
Pleaſure you give up for a Converſe 
which is like to prove ſo fatal to you. 
1 wovLD fain perſuade you, if already 
: intangled, to burſt theſe Bands aſunder, and 
| to caft away theſe Cords from-you, which will 
otherwiſe bind you as Victims to eternal 
Wrath. For your Encouragement I would 
18. as the wiſe Man doth, e 
hs and live. (a) Tis not only necefl: 
133 your Lif, bat it would mok 
ba improve it bring you to another 
IC kind of Life, than whe 6m have yet 
” » known; in Compariſon of which your own 
u but a wild, diftemper'd Dream. The Fa- 
© therof Lies may, perhaps, have perſuaded 
Four weak and unexperienced Minds, that 
& - there is no ſuch Thing as Pleaſure to be 
ö q found out of this enchanted Circle which he 
EF” has drawn about you; but did you know 
* "whercin true Self-enjoyment confifts, Imight 
have declined all thofe awful Arguments, 
which 1 have fo largely been urging upon 
your Conſciences. Oh! my Friends, could 
I but this Day be ſo happy, as to perſuade 
you to break the Chain, and to 
© theſe enſnaring Companions, not merely 
from prudential, but religious Conſidera- 
e Ff kad. you NY 
| 1 


.. an tn cab. ˙ e » Wo o a RT RR 3s: 
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(a) Prov. ix. 6. 
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is that a - contempt} 


Tis becauſe you imagine it | gloomy and 


ces ſuch Marks of ſweet Serenity and Com. 
poſure, and ſometimes of elevated Hope. 


7 2 A LET. [ . . * 
— ; y q bs dar, 
BJ 72 2 "ou 1 0 7 . * = R.4 * 4 
WF; *% | FE OFT. : a 2 |: 
A ju . 4 u I L "_ 8 cj * 


World. Inſtead of being ö 4 

the Idle, — 2. and the Profane, 
you would then conterſe with thoſe, -who 
are indeed the Excillont of the' Earib, (a) and 
3 to ſay with David, I am 4 Compa- 
nion of - them that ſear thee,” O Lord, ads =. 
of: them: that keep thy" Pretepts. (o) And 
ble Thought? What 
think you, if an Angel were to deſcend 
from Heaven to make his; Abode on Earth, 
or the Lord Jeſus Chriſt himſelf were to ap- 

pear again in the Infirmities of human Fleſn ? 
With whom would that Angel, or that Re- 
deemer, chuſe an intimate Friendſhip, and 
a Sent Converſe? Lour own Conſciences 
tell you, that if he were ever found a 
you, it would only be, as a Phyſician viſis an 

Hoſpital, to cure others, not to delight him- 

ell. Why ſhould you eſteem that Society 
unworthy your Regard, which, you are 
ſure; the Lord Jeſus Chriſt would prefer? BM 


melancholy : Bot that Imagination proceeds 
from Ignoranco and Miſtake. Were you to 


be with them, when are di to- 
gether of the Things of GOD, as, thro* the 
divine Goodneſs, many of us have been, you 
might frequently diſcern in their Countenan+ © 


'E pt” This Jol! SY K : * KE 4 
(e Pfal. xvi. 3. (6) Plat CXIX, 6. 
"0M 


"IP 


I 1 be pan Dm. in. 
E 550 e angelick Joy, as would bean 
& ocular Demonſtration of the Pleaſure, which 
| ſerious and regular Mind may find in wo 
| Converſe. And to th might you be 


mitted, if, by forbearing to enter into be 


4 ” Way of Sinners, you diſcovered the Marks 
od fa teachable Diſpoſition. For, as Solomon 


| declares, abe Ear that beareth the Reproof of 


Life, i. e. that Reproof which tends to pre- 


F ſerve Life, and to make it happy, abideth 


amongſt the Miſe ; (a) and, as he chuſeth 
their Company, he will readily be amine 

i. 

IMI add, Ant, on this Suppoſition, 

you would alſo know what it is 10 bg-good 

Compuny 10 yourſelves.” Reflection, which is 

mow your Torment, would become your 


Pleaſure; The Review of a welkorder'd 


E Mind, of a X41 and religious Conduct, 
5 would 0 


and — holding your Happineſs, as 
you — in a ſervile Dependence on the 
reſence,” nay, I may add, on the Humour 
4 others, even of ſuch as are leaſt — 
3 pended upon, would have it treaſured 
up in — 2 — and, like the good 
Man deſcribed in ee would be /atis- 


4 14 * % & ii wo 

"fa or. xv. 25, 31. © Fg, xiv, n. 
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you more, than the moſt 
„or 3 | 
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Nia, which is ſtill infinitely more, you 


might humbly hope, thro? the Righteouſ- 
neſs and Grace of the Redeemer, that the 
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Aa) 2.Cor. vi. 18. (4) Palm Ixxiil. . 


bleſſed GOD, the eternal and inexhauſtible 
Source of Happineſs, would lift up the Light | 
of bis Countenance upon you, and bid you 

welcome into his gracious Preſence. Ihis 
is an Argument which St. Paul urges, in 
the View in which I now mention it, when, 
diſſuading the Corinthians from forming any 
intimate Alliance with Sinners, he pleads, 


that GOD hath ſaid, Come out from amongſt 


them, and be ye 2 faith the Lord, and 
touch not the unclean Thing, and I will receive, © 
you; and I will be 'a Father unto you, and ys 
ſhall be my Sons and my Daughters, ſaith the 
Lord Almighty.(a) And GOD forbid, that 
| ſhould ever arrive at ſuch a Degree of 


impious Madneſs, as to queſtion, whether 


the Favour and Friendſhip of the Majeſty of 


1 Heaven be preferable to the Converſe of a 


you the Viſit of one Hour, of one Moment, 


and you would need nothing farther to teach 


you to ſay, Whom bave I in Heaven but ibees 
And there is none on Earth that I deſire beſides 
thee ;( b) none that I deſire in Compariſon 
with thee; how much leſs in Oppoſition to 


thee! ln 7 BS a 8 "4 $ 
5 K 2 dne 


Do 
ns. * «1 * — 12147 
: Sts 


Iqopprovements, both in Capacity, Temper, 


| 9 jufÞ Men made peer; nay, will dwell for 


ception into that bleſſed World, or any of 


4 I go in unto Diſſemblers; I have bated the 


I A Diſuaſove from Stm. III. 
. One more, if you are Companions of 
the Saints Gnas you may enjoy the reviving 

at you will ſhortly meet them in 
e of GOD above, and for ever 
' conyerſe together, with the greateſt Ardour 
of mutual Affection, as well as the hobleſt 


and Circumſtances. Nor will you there 
only meet your pious Friends, with whom 
on Earth you tot © faveet Coumſel togerber, and 
perhaps wer? to the Houſe of GOD in Fellow- 
hid, but you will form many new Acquaint- 
| ances with the moſt excellent and glorious 
of created Beings; you will come to the ix- 
numerable Company of Angels, and the Spirits 


cyer wich GOD, the Fudge of all, 3 
tbe Mediator of the new donuts) { 
ſurely you cannot a favourable — 


the ratory Felicities I have been de- 
ſeribing, if you reſolutely adhere 10 fooliſn 
and wicked Companions now. David would 
not have preſumed" to pray, as he doch, 
CEatber not my Sout with- Sinners, if he could 
not have ſaid, as in the preceding Words, 
I bave not ſat with vain Perſons, neither will 


* ation of Evil-doers, I will not gs in 
1 Wi 45 (b) And if you think to 


{a) Heb. Xii. 22, 23, 24- (4) 6d. avi 4 5» 9. 


. 
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teconcile ſuch Companions, with ſuch En- 
joyments and Hopes, you delude your- 
ſelyes with inconſiſtent Dreams, in direct 
Oppoſition to the Voice of Reaſon, as well. 
as of Scripture. Give me Leave once more 


* 


to intreat you to conſider, 


III. How little Advantage you can re- 
: _...ceive from ſuch Society, to counter- | 
b balance the Damage you ſuſtain, and 
Y the Happineſs you forfeit for it. | 
i 1 am ſure jt ought to be ſomething very 
; grand and important for which you grieve . 
your Friends, and provoke GOD, cutyour- 
ſelves off from the moſt valuable Enjoy ments 
in this. World, and a better, and at length 


rn 


pluyge yourſelves into everlaſting Deſtru- 
ction. And now ſhew us, I intreat you, 
the worthy Prize ; tell us what thoſe Friends | 
are, whoſe Company you, purchaſe. at ſo 
dear. a Rate; and what important Offices 
they, can do for you, to make you ; amends 
tor all you muſt loſe, and for all you muſt 
1 on their Account? Poor Wretches! 
The moſt they can do, is to adminiſter 
ſomething which may gratify your Appe- 
tite, or amuſe your Imagination, for a few 
tranſient Moments. A reliſhing Meal, 
chearful Cop; a thoughtleſs, noiy Burk 
of Laughter, are ſome of the beſt Things 
they can procure for you. And are theſe ſo 
a nn ARIAS K 2. a great? 
£ | 1 
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(Tis 9 22 1 ett. . 8 
gear? Surely, if i 4 were reaſonible in any f 
Caſe, it is culi y ſo in this, to ſay 4 t 
Laug ter, It is mad, Ti wy Mirth and a N 

ury, What doth i *(a) *Tis but a 5 1 
rertainment while it laſts, which'' Ss n 
elegantly compares to the uſeleſs e V 
Blaze of a few az g Thorns. under a a 
Pot (V) and there's a Mieture of Ukealinek b 
often n+ To from a View to the Conſe- n 
uences, hic will often force itſelf on 
* Mind; ſo that even in Lauphter, . the f 
Heart is forrowful. (c) But if the Satisfa- c 
ction it gave were ever ſo tran Ia be ber t 
ever ſo compleat, vet ftill it would be ve 7 
N lia ge becauſe its Dinky 15 
| Death is continually advancing to- t 
5 you ; he will very ſhortly ſeparate q 
ou from your Companions; and if the t 
moſt beloved of them were waiting around 
your B Bed, the could by no means deliver 1 
from The Grave, or moderate the A 8e f 
f 

1 

: 

| 


nies ich Were rin ging 1550 a 
Even before your 9 0+. ouls are dif a 
jodged from your Bodies, your Reliſh for 
their Converſe Will be entirely ſpoiled, 
that you would think yourſelves barbarci 
| infylted. by them, if,” in the miꝗſt of your 
Anguiſh and Di efs, "th thy” Would "of 
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the Cement of your precarious and ſhort-' 
vd Friendſhip, Judge then whether thoſe 
Things are ſo highly valuable, which, in the 
near Views of Eternity, you would behpld 
with Horror, rather than with Pleaſure; 


and whether your moſt rational Felicity in 
doch Worlds is to be ficrificrd to fuck V. 
$10 TIO VIS) I 18K 


nities as theſmſm. 


Irixul x believe, that, upon fuch Re? 


fleftions as theſe, you muſt be compelled, 
even to your own Condemnation, to confeſs, 


that, as Solomon declares, He that followetÞ = 


vain Perſons is void of Underſtanding.(a) And 
if you are convinced of it, then let me in- 


treat you, my dear unhappy Friends, Who 


are intangled in this fatal Snare, that, in 


the Strength of divine Grace, you Vo“ 

immediately attempt an Eſcape. 1 will 
mber,⁵ 

it will amply reward it; and therefore deter- 


indeed require Reſoſution; but, rem 


mine upon it this Day, at you will go no 
more to their Aſſemblies 
Sin, z and when they would entice you, con- 


ſent not to them; but rather tell them plain- 
tler, that your Souls are at Stake; and tell 


mem pod avoid their Company now, be. 
cauſe you dread it in Hell, And Who Kn. s, 


but ſuch 4 ferious and fively' Admonition 


1 {a) Prov, xii. 11. 
49 0 5 


1 


I and ſeriouſſy, that you know, and con 


by 4 
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of Vanity and of 
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116 4 Diſſzaſive from. Herm, ul. 
from thoſe who were once their Brethren in 

*  Iniquity,. may do more to awaken them, 
© than, many, Addrefſes from the Pulpit?, 
Who knows but it may effectually reclaim 
them, and be a Means of forming them to 
ſuch Characters, as may make their Friend- 
1 hip as ſafe and as hondourable, as it ever 
Was ——— and infamous? At leaſt you 
will have delivered your own Soul, and 
may comfortably hope, that your Life will 
be given you for a Prey. With this ſolemn 


Charge, as in the Name and Preſence of 


60, I diſmiſs you for this RR, 8 
and proceed, .. | 


J : * 


| 5 Tote To. oſs FOIL and 
| ferences, with n ſhall nes 
"the Di Di iſcourſe. 5 | 


= *. * many Evils and Pargers, attend 
the Purſuit of wicked Company, how 
„careful ſhould Parents and Governors 

4 EONS young Feri out of the 

Way it! 

B a 85 ſee 'from,. all 1 bare been ing 
. how neceſſary this Care is, * you deſiue 
ey ſhould: be be happy in this World, or in 
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erm HE” beeping: : bad Conihany. "i 
mile, and that he reſtrained them! nat. (a) A 


you love your on Souls, and thoſe 
endeavour, with all. poſſible Reſolutions, to 
ja N rr 1040 Culpable onthe: Rur 


e n abfrens 3 


Care muſt begin very early, and that it 


muſt take a great Se Lou ſhould 
endeavour. betimes to lay in an Antidote 

againſt the future Poiſon, by labouring to 
* utmoſt to poſſeſs their I Minds wich 
a Senſe of the divine Preſence, a Deſire of 
pleaſing GOD, and a Dread of offending: 
him. Fou ſhould endeavour to inſpire 


them with an Abhorrence of Sin, and at | 


Love of the Ways and People of GOD. 


delightful” to them as yon can, | Indulge 


them in ſuch Diverfions,- as Duty and Pru- * 
dene will admit; for too rigotous a Re- 


ſtraint from theſe Things makes them eager 
to purſue chem, wherever they are to be 
found ; and if you ſee. they begin to form 
Acquaintance with ſuch as you think likely 


to enſnare and corrupt them, firſt gentlỹßx 


warn them of it, and endeavour by the ea- 


ſieſt Methods to draw them off. If thoſe 
will not do, reaſon with them more large - 
ly on the Head; lay before them the vari- 


4 they will be expofed to, and 


ww 
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by” ruined till they .came to 


” 118 "* Difuafoe from derm. III. 


5 ee Inſtances of * who have 
injur d and ruinꝰd h Company; 
Inſtances, which, tis to e feared, you will 
always have near at hand. And if "Alt this. 
be not enough, interpoſe with the Authority 
80D has given you; abſolutely forbid them 
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tod gent to be daſpiſed, and the Name 


forcible: 3 -withſtood 3 eſpecially the - 
ing Redeemer. -:;Surely; my 


Friends; if. 4dying'! Pavensj} ar» Brother, - 
r he 


a 7 
. — 5 * 


2 their: lad 6 1M 


Compliance 8 - 


of yauir-Redeemer a conſtraining Love too 
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have acted contrary to it; How much grea - 
ter Regard do you owe to what the bleſſed 
Jeſus appointed, as the Apoſtle moſt per- 
tinently obſerves, the ſame "Night in which : 
be was betrayd(a)! Had it teen Tome hand ? 
Thing that he had then injoin'd, and had | 
the Reaſon wr tunnel” n ſo that it 
had appear'd as a mere Conſti- 
tꝛnution, the Neglect of it had been foolim 

and ungrateful. Had it been a more pain- 
ful Rite than that of Initiation amongſt the 
Jews, more laborious tflan their frequent 
Pilgrimages to Jeruſalem, and! more coſtly 

Lan: the Sacrifices they 'offer'd there, the 
= of our dying Lord-had catried in 
it an abundant Anſwer to alli that Eaſe or 
Intereſt could have pleaded againſt it: 
How much more, when the Reaſon is ſo 
= a rag _ 1 in all Re- 
1 o eaſy ! udge, 1 Ou, _ 
3 thee | ſhould be L cgledted. - Jie wh 
ther it bea Aenne 1 Thing, that, 2 we 
dee ſitting/down to break and eat Bread, 
and Pl and drink Wine, that we 
nay repreſent the T of Chriſt's Bo- 
dy, and Pouring forth of his Blood, and 
ſeal our ——— him; 
more than ane half of ci profeſſing Chriſti. 
zus in the Afſemblyi ſhould riſe, and eithet 
=. ve oe: Fae: cn” LO 
e 21909. or fond. 2 

+1): 1 Cor. xi. a3. 
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Serm. IV. 0 early Cummunion. * e 3 
”"_— holy Table. What is this but ro 
We will now have nothing to do 


2 the Memorials of a crucified Savi- 


our?“ Will you, my Friends, thus ſepa- 
rate yourſelves from us? What if others were 
to learn of you, and to imitate your Exam le? - + 
Where as the Ordinance quickly be? 
N 227 where would it already 3 been, had 
this Temper prevail'd? Where but in our 
Bibles?. for there it would ſtill have ſtood, 
noe condemn our POR led as 


2. A* ons Attendance upon this Or- 
dinance will be truly honourable to 


you, 
1 wen I could fay, that the Omiſſion of 
it ere, * . of the Generality 
profeſſing Chriſtians, ſo diſhonourable as 


Nevertheleſs, if we will ſeriouſly conſider it, 
ve mult own, that where Reaſon and Duty re- 
quite any Practice (which I have Already pro- 
ved. to be the Caſe here) the more frequently | 
It is geglected, the more honourable is a Re> 

wo it; as it a laudable Fortitude 


of, Mind to . 
A e And wWwha, 
er eee | 


8 


7 


ought; but it is now grown ſo 8 I 
thas much of the jaſt Infary of it is warn off 1 


e a prevailing Evil, by 4 


75 Nair Truth bien Ser IV 
eee, Sold nde Wilk ed fignalize hail 
| ben an Occaſion as this? 4 | 

mp Br 


Ir ar to your own Ha 


teh, even When you Mie diveltl you: 


elves of et Sentiment of Otte js 


Pride (which I would not defire to preſs into 
the Service of the Sanctuary) would it not 
Aàfford you a rational and pious Pleaſure to 

reflect, that your Fellow- Chriſtians mi 
gay, with regard to yo © Theſe ate 
1 ſons, who are happily ny rr Hom 
= « moſt of their Com panions, by Obedi. 
« ence to GOD and "OB to their Re- 
* deemet; they dare ſtand up for the Horour 
« gf his Eteltetions, and of his Name, in 
os 2 80 of all the Languar, aut anch All the ! 
mpiety of a degenerate Age. Far from | 
= Won A bes ni ix ol pkg 4 
Riot, they do not only ſectetly: N 
4 that they may converſe with GOD; und 
„ devote geen . but they vin 4 
3 oy he Forage openly'ro'ap in d gebe 
r Gat "Far 1 aſhüm A uf 
by Gena, or oft fL in ud e. 
© Yerous u eration 
. expoſe themfelves to all A ' glorious R. 

* proach of a determmatè dh. 

2 8 712 N 


Thus do they publickly decl 

learts 850 touched Wa a 2 

33 Love, 41 infpi'd with . 2 * 
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(e) Mark viii, 38. 
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© his Service.” "And as they are thus planted 
„ in the Houſe ofthe Lord, vehopothey will 
iſh to ud Age thete (ao); fo that Gene- 


« rations, Which are yet unborn, ſhall be re- 
6 freſt'd by their Shade, and nouriſhed by 


& thely Fru This vil you, like Jaber 


(b), be more honourable thar all your Brethren, 
if, like him, you call upon 1b! Name « the Þ 
LORD, 'or; in the Language of the 1 7 3 
FAN ni bone oe Fog 2; 


3. Err me plead che- Pleaſure which Þ 
this Ordinance affords, as a farther Ar- 
K for n carny: Artcadance upon 


* 500 Hearts bave been touch'd by rege- 
45 Grace, you muſt furely know, 
that Communion with GOD thro? a Media- 


dor is uutterably delightful, and muſt own, 


that when you enjoy it, your Souls are ſatis- 


de the Cafe, Jam ſure you would look with 


| an holy? Seorn on any ſenſual Gratification, 


that chuld be brought into Compariſon with 
thoſe ſublime and ſacred Ee 
No, when'you'confider the Lord's Supper 
ad AH Ordinanee of divine Appointment; you 

"have juſt Reaſon to hope, that GOD vill 
\hotiour it with his | regard Preſence nay, } 


#1 © Ao * 1 F . 
49300 in 1 ng. wellen 
- 


J Plat! Ai. 13. 1 1 Chron iv. 9 t 


. »/'$; {a 
ry "Pſalm Ixili. 5. 


7 1 


fed, as with Marrow and Fameſs (e). If this 3 


* a 1 


. 138 ps bi ruth i 


peculiar: —_—_ Delight 
Ws Hey themed. what./ you have 4ntherts 
Khon. Lay not, ay mo ogy vel abſo- 


| Jutely ſecure of your 
comes the. _ the 8 


© GOD, not to confine himſelf, invariably, to 
any Method of Operation; leſt his Age 
ſhould at length be difregnrded 1 in 1 100 
the Honour transferf'd to the Inſtrument: 
But z rr what may —— be 
to all conſiderate Perſons, who — 4 any 
Thing of the Workings of the human 
Mind ; for 1 perſuade myſelf yhey.;,would 
-be chinpell'd; to allow, j a regular A. 
tendance on ſuch a Solemity. has a direct 
Tendency to produce -the- moſt delightfy! 


 Senfations in a Soul deeply impreſs d with 


© -the great Principles of Our Ohriftian Faith. 
On, my Friends, hat a Sehe there 
3 Anat when, byitheſe, ve Memoriajs 
1 1 his dying Loe, the Lom Ja brit 
i evidently | ſet! forth as, gnuniſied 

2 us! (a) Surely — — wut bn . 


| -th gels, who probably are preſent in, 
| 4 Churches while the 2 5 . 
4 a 1formn'd, 


(a, Gal. iii. 1, 


4 
* * 
2 5 = 223 


invited 95 w. 4 
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he 

to he gr ccomplt 

o- 10 In ph & 905 bake he 851 GO : 

e. «expire |, By urpriſing 9 

ed « Condon and of 0 . 

to « ſtate Creatures recovered to their GOD! 

J „ Thus was the flaming Vengeance of 
divine Majeſty atoned; and now he, 

t: 23 Imiling. upon them; and the 

e y Souls are fitting, as around their 

al ers Board, and anticipating the En- 

y : 1 Gl, of. our celeſtial. World. * 
n u who is | called, Nl fa * 

f 

1 

t 
l ; 
1 
. 

; e 'W 

$ reich as 

q ar, t gave mel 2. (a) 
IX for GI be 


wounde 18 mine Iuiquiliss. Thy 1 | 
Conflicts of Nature did, 
N from 10 that Wig 


would other WI ſe haye 
ESO me A all "ns ope © of 


li 
W 220 | (6) i... N a 
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iverance. And here are the Em. 
4 n e t dying Love and 1 
« Care, Here are Ne” precious Seals 
<«"that eyerlaſting Covenant eſtabliſhed in 
« his food, ju Fog as it is tell. ordered in 
oy all Thi nes, and ſure, is" all Salva- 
«© tion, and all my Deſire. (a) B By theſe To. 
ird kes doth a faithful GOD aſſure me that 
« my Sins are pardoned, that I am admit- 
amily, and —_ to all 
KL 20 invaluable Bleffings of his Children, 
40 Delightful Thought! F havencthin now 
« to do, but quietly to fit down, 
% with a holy Silence and Tranquillity of 
« Soul. for the Intimations of my Father's 
Win, tin he calls me to dwell in his 
4 Houfe above. Tet à little While, oh my 
CY Soul, and thou Halt riſe to nobler Enjoy- 
i ments than even theſe; for the Bread 
thou h all now been ſen cating, and the oo 
Wu e drinkin , are 
wine 1 ch above, im the 55 


9259 ike Preſetice "the" bleſſed 
4. 4 this ticked Pratt "The cu- 
fi . of. the Covenant I- have chis y 
% beg ſealing, will online in If Pore. 
4 hen the Bands of Nature — diſſolved ; 
0 if I drink no more with my Sa viour of this 
og „ Foil 0 ' the Vine bere, I. 2 ivy new 
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4 into his 


with, hin i in his Father's N 
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therefore muy encounter Dearth in the 
« triumphant Ateents of old Simeon, 
« Now, Lord, langt thou thy Servant depart 
« in Pract, for Mine Eyes have Pry . 
% une, (a) 207 12 9122 

Tuxoben the divine Goodnely T'hope 


ve can ſay flo roots N 


329 pins fin y what we have heurd from 

— yrrwdyy but what we have 
ourſelves = pos) and felt, Thus is GOD v. 
ſiting and refreſhing our Sduls, while! we art 
attending at the bleſſed Ordinance; and why 
will you not eome and mare with us in the 
Entertainments, ſo ſincorely and ſo freely 
offer*d ? Is he not fayin _—_— Eu, cat, 
ob my Friend) and 
dantly, ob my Beloved ? (h) Why then do you 
W. your own Souls, as well as affront 
his Goodrieſs, by ———— — 


Would 55 — thus early, red. 1 
miſe yourſel a 'peculiat Ve dere 
lar Pleaſare, Many | 
tions might by this means de p —— 
the nee of your Sincerity be more hap» 
ſecured ; not to ſay, that L 
$ Arebriſk and active, you feel 


the 1 of thoſe ſacred | Paſſions, 
— fo ſuited to this Occaſion; wick 
Energy, a and Side: N 


rng A1 


2 T1 


ua, drink un- | 
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than could be under the Decays of 
| Nature, in da vening of LiſG. * 
I SAAL only add; that theſe ſublime 
| PleaGare are-nox limited. to the happy Mo- 
ments, which you ſpend in an immedliate 
Attendance on this Feaſt of Love; but they 
may be renewed, and perhaps ſometimes 
* ond oe by, Reflection ; whereas that 
often brings a Sting along with it, more 
than ſufficient to ballance all the Sweetneſs 
en eee an Daligh.| 


wa Au ear early Attendance on the Lord's 

See be very vichul,. 76 e 
entertaining. | 

met ny _—_ 8 be uſed both 0 

1 55 eee 2 10 


ye Ie: might be uſeful to Len 
Poariety of Reſpects. 
YT 1 conſider that I am now to them 
; that look upon Im rovement in Religion as 
weit higheſt Intereſt; and therefore ſhall only 
endeavour to ſhew you what a Tendency this 
Ondinance has to aſſiſt you in this; and that 
ſo evident, 2 dwell 
on Particulars, which, when ſuggeſted in a 
few Words, may furniſh you with,Matter of 
amapic Meditation, Fes NA? 156 Oh > 7-554 1 of 
Tux preparatory es of Devotion 


| might be very awakening and N 0. 
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u The Review of your Conduct, which 

you would be taking on the Approach of 
theſe ſolemn, Seaſons 3 the Prayers and Prai- 
ſes you would) then be to GOD, 
and the Meditations in which your Minds 


that Lethargy, into hich you may be ready 
o fink, and which thte beſt of Men find; too 
frequientlyprevathng. g 4 
Tux Views of a bleeding Redetmer, ofa 
reconciled GOD, of a confirmed: ogg 
and a World of approaching Glory, which 
this Ordinance: ſo/ rally exhibits, would 
| b as well as delight your 3 
5 5 and, by. Virtue of the Rad tem Tectiv'd 
o at theſe Solemnities, yoli might be enabled 
\ to go on-your, Way rejoicing; and t make 
i ſenſible Progreſs in your fourney” towards 
the Heavenly Canaan. Hon Nga 1 
An ak, thoſe ſolemn En- 
gagements, with which you would then be 
binding your Souls unto tha. Lord, would be 
a ready Anſwer in Hours of future Tempta- 
tion. Lou would ſtart back with Herror at: - 
— — alienating your Services from 
D/to, whom au had ſo ſeriouſiy and 
publicly dexoted thema and of returning ta 
thoſe: Follies and-Sivs, which your 5 2 
peculiar Mannen egy againſt a E 
would appear to bd adding Pers * 
Juryto O—— 


Bh f I SHALL. 
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would' be-employ?d, would rouſe you out of 1 
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| | Jul and-eender-Admonitionsnnay: be of grea 
| 2 — —_ 


| er cur Progr 


dia Method: of gi 
band tus; 


you will be 
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"i Len aut only add here, mat, by entering 


chus early into the Communion of L Chanch 
brought under the more imme. 
ats Inſpection uf che Paſtor of it, and like. 
wiſe of your Chriſtian Brethrenz whoſe faith- 


2 and 
both in the 
ineſũ Nay; 
ad very Thoughts of — drawn upon 
ydu che Eyes of a Society, others too, 
would engage you to ſome more chan ordi- 
nary Care, that might not incur their 
Cenſure, or che ions 
which many have — Aud, in 
Confirmation of all this, I cannot but ob- 
ferve, 2 moſt eminent Chri- 
Mans, C I have knoten, werd found 
— thoſe, — in 1 their carly Days took 
themſalves to GOD 
. 0 Haid 0:14 an irionty 
father fhew. It that your 
— 


u 


— — 2g well 
2 co yourſelves, | 1 


of khe former: for, tlie 
Souls are adrancbd in Knbsadedge 
and Holineſs, the more Hatid che 
mote y8ady ww will: be, e tlie In- 
ef Chit 
to oe cat ure . oByr' 
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- remoter Conſequences of it, might probably 


ea) Phil. ex. 3. (3) Iga. lr, 8. 
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would eſpecially lead you to conſider, that 
your Attendance itſelf, ſeparate from theſe 


be uſeful to others. S 
Or young Perſons would, very pro- 
bably, be awaken'd to a Senſe of their Duty 

by your Example; and thoſe who are more 
advanc'd in Years may be ſhamed out of 
their Neglect, when they ſee thoſe, who are 

ſo far below them in Age, getting the Start 

of them here. Nor have Inſtances been want- . 
ing within the Circle of our own Acquain= * 
tance, where Parents have been ſtirred up to 

a holy Emulation, by the early Zeal of their 
own Children in this Reſpect, Ir will be a 
Joy to all that wiſh well to the Cauſe of a. 
Redeemer, to ſee that GOD is giving him 
Youth, like the Drops of Morning-dew (a), ant 
cauſing Converts to flock. to him, like Doves. 
unto their Windows :(b) But Miniſters wil! 
have a liar Share in the Pleaſure, when 
they /ee of, the Travel of their Soul, (c) and 
find, that there are at leaſt ſome Inſtances, 
in which, they do not labour in vain, and, 
bend thetr Strength for nought.(d) Eſpecially 


| ſhall thoſe of us, who are entring on the 
Work of the Lord, (e) rejoice to meet our 


8 


(4) Chap. xlix. 4. 


* 


*(c) Chap. liii. 11. 3 
-(#). N. B. This Sermon was firſt preached ſeveral | 


» 
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younger Brethren at this Ordinance, as it 


| Lee us Encouragement to hope, that 
Religion will not a Hands, and be 
buried in the Graves of our more aged 
N but will be {i ed and adorned 
by you, and tranſmitted to thoſe that are 
8 unborn. The Joy of our Fart un this 
fion may add View: as well as Plea- 


| fure, to our Labour; and fo, thro' the 
Concurrence of Almighty Grace, may have 


| a Tendencyto renderthem ll more port 
Ti 


Lr me then intreat and 638 you, 


by the Authority of the King of Glory and 


of Grace, and by a Regard to the Honour, 


| the Pleafure, and the Uſefulneſs of your 


Lives, that you no longer perſiſt in the Neg. 


bet of an Ordinance fo facred and noble, 
ſo delightful and advantageous, 


Il am perfuaded you muſt know, and own, 
chat the Arguments 1 have urged are both 
evident and weighty; and yet I fear you 
will find fomething to u to them, 


which, if it be not ums! N prevent, 


or at leaſt diminiſh, their Fro. 
ceed therefore, | 


' SzcoxpLy, To obviate fan Objections, 
which may be offered in excuſe for a 


longer Delay. 


Ap here I mall not raiſe pig 


_ to canvals them, but confirie* myſelf | 
to 
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to ſuch Objections, as I have heard ſomm 
urge on this Occaſion, and ſhall briefly 


_ ſome Hints by way of Anſwer — 
them. And if the Enumeration be not ſo 


large, or the Reply ſo full, as you could 


with, you know where you will be always 
welcome to. propoſe your Scruples as freely, 


and to ſtate * as amply, as you pleaſe. 


| I; Tus _ obvious Reply to the pre- 
ceeing Addreſs is, that“ you fear 


you are not prepared for this Or. 


„ nance, and therefore apprehend, 


4 that your Attendance upon it would 
prove dangerous, het ng — 
«6 'ficial.” - | * 
To this 1 anſwers if the Caſe be indeed | 
thas, I have already told you, that you are 
not the Perſons to whom I have been addreſ. 
ling, Neyertheleſs, give me Leave to re- 
mind you, that you ought not raſhly to form 
ſuch a Concluſion againſt yourſelves... Jam 
ſure the Matter requires a very attentive Ex- 
amination, and perhaps, on ſuch a Review, 
you may find Things are not ſo bad as you 4 
imagine. 
—— ſay you are not prepared: But I 
pe you know, that there's. a great deal 


of Difference between the Nature and Im- 
rex of an actual and habitual Pre 


para- 
cpa Preparation conſiſts in thoſe 
. N 2 1 
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extraordinary Devotions, ' which, when Op- 


portunity permits, we ſhould uſe tn our Ap- 
proach to this Sacrament z and therefore 
ſuppoſes ſuch an Approach to be determined, 
and conſequently there can be no Room, in 
the preſent Caſe, to object the Want of that. 
Bor you fear that you are not habitually 
prepared, i. e. that you are not Perſons of 

ſuch a Temper and Character, as Chriſt, 
the great Lord of the Feaſt, has invited 
and will welcome to it. To determine 
that, conſider the Purpoſes for which the 
Ordinance was appointed, and obſerve how 
far your preſent ' Temper correſponds to 


them. Ir was appointed to commemorate 


the Death of Chriſt, and, in this/View, all 
are fit for it, who regard him as the great 
atoning Sacrifice, and deſire that their Hearts 
may be affected, and their Lives influenc'd 
by a Senſe of his dying Love. Tis a 
Pledge of our mutual Affection to each other, 
even to all our Brethren in the Lord; and, 
in this Reſpect, all are prepared for it, whoſe 
Hearts are diveſted of all turbulent and 
unfriendly Paſſions, and overflow with un- 
diſſembled Charity and diffuſive Benevolence. 
True, will you perhaps ſay; but is it not 
alſo deſigned as a Scal of the Covenant of 
Grace? It certainly is; and it muſt be a 
very criminal Profanation to attend it, while 
an Alien from that Covenant; your Deter- 
e = - mination 
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mination therefore muſt turn on the Anſwer 
which Conſcience will make, as „ | 
Readineſs to enter lves into it, if 


this be your prevailing Deſire, and ſtedfaſt 


Reſolution, you have not only a Right to 
the Ordinance, tho' it be a Seal of the Co- 
yenant 3 but its being appointed by Chriſt, 
in thisView, isan additional and very — 
Argument for your immediate and frequent 

Attendance upon it. And here the Queſtion 

is in ſhort this; Do you ſincetely deſire 
eto make an unreſerved Surrender of 1 
“ ſelves to GOD, as your Owner, Rul 
and ſupreme Felicity, with an humble 
19 nce on the Mediation of his Son, 
« and the enlivening and ſanctify ing Influ- 


ences of his Spirit?” If this be your pre- 


yailing Deſire,” and ſincere Purpoſe, you 
may aſſure yourſelves of the kindeſt Wel- 
come, tho' your Graces, may be attended 


| ha * ing; deal of Imperfection and Weak- 


B ped are Strangers to ſuch a 


allow the jon in its 
eng oh and own, that you have no Bu- 
boeſs at the Table of the Lord. 
'NzvzRTHELzsSs I cannot part with you 
fa. Oh my Friends, is there nothing mourn- 
fab, and, I will add, 1 is there nothing dread- 
bal, in uch a lofon as this? I have 
to na hufineſt at the Table of the Lord; I 
Hahave no Fart in * bleſſed Repaſt, be- 


211 ' N 3 &« cauſe 
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e cauſe T have no Part in that Redeemer; 


% whoſe Death is commemorated there: 
% And therefore I am ſhut out, by his own 
« Appointment ſhut out! And is not that 
346 a fad" Intimation with reſpect to what is 
yet to come? When I enter on the inviſi- 

se ble and eternal State, as I this Night may, 
„ill he admit me to live and reign with 
„% him in a World of Glory, who would 
“not allow me ſo much as an Approach to 
2 2 Table on Earth? Oh my Soul, it is 
too plain thou muſt be ſeparated from 

f 1 his bliſsful Preſence, and driven to an 
eternal Diſtance, whence thou wilt behold 
«with deſpairing Eyes thoſe pious Souls, 
„ who have eaten and drank with him here, 
e fitting down with him in his Kingdom.” 
'This will not ſeem a light Matter then : Oh 
that it might now be duly regarded! 
From all this it will appear, that if this 

. Objection from an unprepared Temper be 
true, it ought not to be. lightly paſſed over, 
but ſhould rather be ſeriouſly conſidered, and 
the Removal of it, thro* divine Aſſiſtance, 
immediately attempted; ſince, till: you are 
prepared for this Sacrament, you cannot be 
prepared for Heaven; and co Frome ar firt are 
in Circumſtances of che extr 

and daily walk onthePredi — atRkn 
Bur. I. would hope, 'many:2ofvybuy! oft 
Enquiry, find this is not v0 your bh 
E * e. 


„Am mw re r een CON Go 


„ reviving. Cordial. I am very weak, and 


Time that. I — to thoſe that remain. 


Ordinanees till they give Evidence of the' 
\Reabty of a Change im their Hatt, by am 
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Caſe. The Unfitneſs you object will amount 


to no more than this; that you find Grace 


weak and languid in your Souls, tho%you 
have Reaſon to hope you are not wholl 
deſtitute of it. And is this a juſt — 


for abſenting yourſelves from ſo confirming 


and edifyihg, as well as ſo delightſul an Or- 
dinance? Tis juſt as reaſonable, as if you 
were to plead, I am very faint, and 
“therefore I will not take the moſt noble, 


* therefore I will refuſe the moſt nouriſhing; 
and ſtrengthening Food. Thus . 
for the-firft» Objettion! 1:1? Tis/i more — 


10 Dirt 341 wot Home A. 936midtes: . 

Ji HAIER * Rs fear, — Society of 
1 Chriſtians, to which they would join 
1 themſelves, may be unwilling to ad- 

1 mi re ws / 


on/accbunt” of their. 1 — and who! 

are but lately recover'd to a Senſe of divine 
Things, it will not admit of. an immediate: 
Anfwer; nor can I invite ſuchoto this ſacred 


eſormatiori af Liſb o and — 


| Grady and prevalent Reſolution ina 3 


"1 ünxx 7200 (3) OE oi ,, Courſe, 
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\- Courſe: In che mean time, 4 Retard to 


the Honour of a. Chriſtian Society 
oblige the Church to be a little — 
| wards ſuch Perſons; and ſuch a Reſerve is 
conſiſtent with the greateſt Tenderneſs towards 
2 and the moſt affectionate 
that they may not break the 
quench the ſmaaking Hax. (a) 
Bur as for 2 —— 
Who have been from | ſuch Irregu- 
| larities, whoſe Conduct has been fair and ho- 
nourabie, and who have not only arrived at 
a com Kni of the great Truths 
of Chriſtianity, but have for ſome time been 
im with them, ſo that they have ſorm'd 


| a determinate Reſolution for the Service of 


* GOD, and, it may be, for fome Years made 
Trial of his Ways; far be it from u, my Bre- 
tuen, to ay one Word 20 diſcourage your 
Approach. On the commrary, (we wonld ra- 
ther invite it; for we know tis moſt evidently 

.reaſonable, chat When the Crit a to 
ſay, Come; the Ride, ic. thed Chanch;) 


ſhould echo back the Call. (b) We know, 


my Friends, that we are not the Maſters of 

this bein Beaſt We know: that it lis. not for 

us co ſet Bound of our ownubout this ſacred 

| Pable, and ay, Thus — bow 
Ecco us, before: you take your Sears there 

| e , which wemnobeblynbhor,: 

| At mn Alo A094 2V}; ety 


A dh, a 20. (5) Rev. xxii. 17. 


Concern, 
nes, tor 


E 
a 
tt 
r 
8 
t 
0 


Y 
wp 


Y @ @® CY © = 


8erm. IV. | to early Communion. 153 
as Inhumanity to you, but dread, as an in- 
ſolent Uſurpation on the Rights of our com- 
mon Lord. If you have indeed taſted ibat 
the Lord is gracious, you will not ſure be un- 
williog, with Meekneſs and Modeſty, to — 


ſome Reaſon of the Hope that is in you (a); 


blefſed be GOD, we have not /@ —— 
CHRIST (b), as to make our own Phraſes, 
or Forms, or any Thing ſingular in our-own 
Experiences, or the Cuſtoms of our own Soci- 


ety, the Standard by which we judge either 


of the Tanks or the Piety of our Brethren. 


3. vou may, perhaps, farther. plead, 
That you fear, left, if you ſhould 
s nienterg into the Church, you ſhould 
e diſhonour it by an unſaitable Beha- 
viour, which might bring a Reproach 
on Religion, and its bleſſed Author.“ 
ner give me Leave to ſay, that this very 
* argues ſuch a Tenderneſs, and ſuch a 
Humility of Soul, as may in a great meaſure 
anſwer. itſelf, I hope you go. forth in | the 
Strength. of the Lord, as = as, making men- 
tion of his Righteouſneſs alone(c): And you muſt 
know, that if a bare Poſſibility of falling into 
Sin were to exclude from this Ordinance, 
the moſt confirmed Chriſtian upon Earth 
N. *. dare o ee be But while 
you 


7 (a) 1 | Pye A. 5. (8) Eph. $0,205 
e) Pſal. Ixxi. 4 


* 


E. . prove 


| 


| _ and « moſt comfornable Sign, ＋ 8 
W 


_ - Gueſts, and -young 


; A * * 4 A Cn * ws * * = 1 1 ä * 1 * 2 — F N 2 a p 3 F 7 
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Jou ſee your own Weakneſs, and _ 
on the one Hand, fuch a 

| yourſeves, and, -on the other, ſuch 4 Zeal 

for the Honour of Religion, l a vejcain 

Evidence, that you are not yet left of GOD, 


never forſake you. Nay, I will add, that 
I know none wore likely to prove the Orna- 
ments of a Society, than thoſe who have ſuch 


abe e 


125 * hs ready to excuſe 
- -— their abſenting themſelves from this 
op * becauſe tis — — 


Age for his, 1 bu GOD, is fr 


From bet a Th 
de the Table of ing aonglt us 


Chriſtians taking their 
- Places chere. I ſpeak it with great leaſure 
and Thank ſulneſs. But ſuppoſe it were other- 
wiſe ; what if the Neglect of this Inſtitution 
were much more common, both amongſt 


the Aged and the Young, than it is in moſt 


worſhipping A ſſemblies; could you have 


the Heart ts draw an Ar from thence? 
My deareſt Friend, my moſt Be- 
* hefactor is generally negleRed; his dying 
3s ho his dying Love is in a great 


% meaſure 


8 88 


the Lord furniſhed Sith: 
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conſigns us over to certain Damnation, if in 


refer to total Apoſtaſy. If * J readily. 


fannie forgotten; and therefore I will 
« forget him, and I will neglect him. 
Say, Chriſtians, could a Mind re- 
concile itſelf to ſuch a Thought? Could a 
pious Soul draw ſuch a Conſequence as this? 
Methinks the Argument lies quite the con- 
trary Way: Therefore, Oh my compaſii- 
„ onate Saviour, — 1 ca 
« ter Solicitude, that I may, if poſſible, 
„ ſhame others out of their Neglect; or at 
« leaſt, may in part ſupply their Lack of 
Service, and bear my own Teſtimony 
« againft an ungrateful Generation, who 
« call themſelves. _— Diſciples, and - neg- 
ect this diſtinguiſhing Badge of their Pro- 


© they ſhould apoſtatize from GOD.” 

To this. I anſwer, that I hope you, my 
Friends, are not ſo unacquainted with, the 
Nature of this Ordinance, and the Conſtis: 
tution of the Goſpel, as to imagine that it 


any: Inſtance we afterwards deviate from the 
Paths of our Duty: for if it were fo, who! 
conld be ſaved ? But *tis probable your Fears 


con, 


* N 
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\ 
. 
—_ 
* 


own, that, ſhould this be the Caſe, it woull 
in a dreadful Degree inflame your Guilt; and 
inflame your Miſery, that you had not only 
knewn the Ways of Righteouſneſs,(a.) but that 
you had eaten 2 Wat in the Preſence of the 


F Lord.(b) But have you any Thoughts of 
drawing back from him, that you are thus 


cautious to avoid 5 inſtituted Ordinance, 
merely becauſe/*in that Caſe,” it would ag- 
gravate your Ruin? So would every Prayer 
you offer, and every Sermon you hear; but 
ſhould that Thought drive you from the 
Throne of Grace, or the Houſe of GOD? 
Na y, to ſtrike home; I will add, that 
wich regard to you, my Friends, the Caution 
comes doo late: I ſpeak to thoſe who have 
not only taſted of the good Word of GOD, and 
of the Powers of the World to come,(c) but 
ave madè trial of the Ways of Wiſdom and 


Piety, and have had ſome Experience in 


them; and as for you, I muſt plainly and 


x faidhfally declare, that it is not for you, of 


all People in the World, to think of gentle 
Flames, and tolerable Damnation. No m 


Brethren, that Hope, wretched as it is, N 


unavoidably cut o from you, and all your 


Schemes muſt be for certain Salvation and 
the 


exalted Glory. And tho' *tis always 


Duty of him, that thin kelb be ane, 70 
5 Saks Joly 


Phe. 26 70 a 
en mY { 4 Lake ak 


25 neee. creo a7 
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take beed left be fall(a you have all ima- 
ginable Re ul — 


everlaſting Covenant, and = great- —— 
mer, who hath declared, that he will giuvs 


unto his Sheep eternal Life, and they ſhall never: 
jb, neither ſhall any pluck them out of bis 


Aland b), or ſeparate them from bis Love ſc q. 


If you fear the dreadful Conſecquences of A- 
poſtaſy, which would, indeed, be dreadful 
beyond all your Fears, keep near to him as 
the great Shepherd, and let thoſe very Fears 
rather engage you to an — and diligent 


Attendance on this, and every other ap- 
pointed Method of Approach, than drive 
you away from it, Tis K mot reaſonable to 


ſay, Since there are ſo many Proſeſſors, that 
draw back even to Perdition (d), I will avait 
yn the LORD, that ' I may renew; my: 

trength(e), and ſo be enabled to endure. #6 
the End (f), that I may receive the End of my) 


Faith in the Salvation of my Soul (g). If your * 
Fears operate thus, they may be a Means f 


nk the Evil, you are ſo cee 
0 

O the whole, 1 hope that: when you 
weigh all I have been faying, and compare 
it with whatever can be objected againſt it, 


ee eren, | 
Qu gaged 


K R. 13. 6 nth (Ons, vili. alt. 1 


7 Heb. x. 39. 
6 5 20ù1 Fer. 5. 9. 


8 
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| to an immediate liance with it. 


1 — enlarged ſo copiouſly on theſe Things, 
that I can only mention two or three Infe- 
rences, which will naturally ariſe from as 
Thave been laying before you. 
"From hence we might infer, that great 

Care out to be taken to inſtruct Youth in the 
Principles of Religion, that they may not be 
deſtitute of ſuch an Acquaintance with them, 
| is one neceſſary Part of Preparation for | 
this Ordinance, tho far from being alone 
ſufficient. 

Wr may alſo infer, hs more aged Chri- 
ſtians ought carefully to cultivate ſerious Im- 
. which may be made on the Minds 
of the Children, Servants, and other Friends 
of the riſing Generation, that they may be 
to an early Compliance with their 
Duty; while, on the other hand, 

| Care ought ſurely to be taken, that there be 
nothing rigorous and ſevere in the Terms of 


F Admiſſion, which may bear hard upon that 


generally to be found in young Chriſtians 

and moſt eminently in thoſe of the moſt 
and amiable Characters, b 

As for thoſe of a more advanced Age, 


| who have lived in the continual Neglect of 

F this great and excellent Inſtitution, I hope 
they have long before this inferred the Guilt,” || 
49 andF * their be IGEEY evidently.” | © 
4 | 58 _ _ appears 
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* pears from all I have been ſaying, and is 


_ ' Occaſion ; but ſurely you 


with many other Aggravations, 
which my Time will not now permit me to 
mention. 23 
| I 8HALL therefore conclude with obſerv- 
ing, that thoſe young Perfons, who, thro* 
Grace, have been convinced of their Duty in 
this Inſtance, and brought to an early Com- 
pliance with it, have abundant Reaſon to re- 
fle&t upon it with Pleaſure and Thankfulneſs, 
I think it is one of the moſt important Bleſ- 
ſings of my Life, that there are many ſuchk 
in the Church here; many who, thro* the 
divine Goodneſs, have lately been adde 
to it. It would not be eaſy for me, my dear 
Brethren and Friends, to ſay how Pleas 
ſure your Preſence and Society adds to my 
Sacrament-days; or what a delightful Pro- 
ſpect it gives me, not only as to the Comfort 
of my own more advanced Age, but as to 
the Support of Religion here, when I am 
no longer amongſt you. I, and our more 
aged Friends, have Reaſon to rejoice on this 
yourſelves have 
much greater Reaſon. Permit me to re- 
mind you, that it will be a-moſt proper Ex- 
preſſion of your Thankfulneſs, to labour wich 
the utmoſt Care to engage other young Per- 


ſons, your Brethren and Companions, to 
come and ſhare with you in this Feaſt, I * 


your own Experience of the Pleaſure, * 


YL. 


{ 460 a Wutb, &e. þ a IV. 
and Advantage which attends it, may be 
added to the other Arguments I have been 
pleading. As for your on Conduct, let me 
moſt err intreat, and moſt ſolemnly 


charge you „ r all other Argu- 
ments, Ai 2 mental Vows; by 
the Eyes of GOD, and of Man, that are 
upon you; by all our Expectations from 
you, and all your Engagements to us, that, 
at you have received Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, jo 
von wall in lum. (a). And may Almighty 
Grace ſtrengthen and quicken you in your 
Progreſs ; and crown that fair Morning, 
- which is opening upon us in ſo hopeful, in ſo 
- delightful a manner, with a long, a bright, 


wad u' TOE rs 1 AMEN, 


* 


re CTCOLNENS 


Ferſons, whoſe Father, Mother and Siſter had 


e. March 6, 1725, to ſome * 0 
e the Small- Pox a few Days before. 4 


* 


SERMON V. 


The ORFHAN'S HOPE. 


— 1 


36 * — 
— 1 4 * 


Ps A L M XXVII. 10. 


When my Father and my Mother forſake me; 
then the Lokp will take me up.“ 20 


1936) HERE are few Precepts of 


. the Goſpel, which will ap- 
* pear more eaſy to a human 
I and a generous Mind, than. 
chat, in which we are re-. 
N gquired to weep with them that. 
weep. (a) And dure there are few Circum- 


ſtances of private Life, which will more rea- 


| 04 8½6́V0 
VV. B. This Sermon was preached at Aly, in: 


(a) Rom. xii. 15, + ton bay 


* 
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dily command our mournful hes, 


than thoſe of that afflicted Family, to the 


＋ Remains of which you will naturally, 
the firſt Hearing of theſe * ar Bees 


your SONG Doughts, and, 88 
a 


e of 


2d . have © forſaken them; almoſt 
at once, and ic # have-ſince been viſited 
with another Stroke, which, if alone, had 
been very grievous,” and when added to ſuch 
38: Weight of former Sorrows, is, I fear, al- 
E moſt infupportable, 
I BzLixys all of you, who are ac- 
© quainted with the Caſe, fincerely pity them, 
and with their Relief; but I am under ſome 
peculiar Obligations to deſire and attempt 
tt; not only on, Account of my publi 
Character, but as I know the Heart of an 
a having myſelf been deprived of 
Parents, at an Age, in which it 
. 3 be ſuppoſed a Child ſhould 
be. moſt ſenſible of ſuch a Loſs. I cannot 
recollect any Scripture, which was then 
more comfortable, as I think none could 


have been more ſuitable" to me, than this 


hich. is now before us; and I the rather 
chaſe to. inſiſt upon it, as it will naturally 


I Is 011 


fo) Job xvi. D 1D), \ 


mily, which | 
ODh hack broken with Breach upon Brencb, (a) 
of thoſe diſtreſſed Children, whoſe Father 


Tb ateines one n which 1 hopes 
- boi 
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by the divine Bleſſing, may be of general, - 
Uſe; When my Fatber and my Mather forſoke 
ne, then the Lord will tate me ud. 
As for the Pſalm from whenge theſe 
Wards are taken, we are told in the Title, 
that if was compoſed by David, but are left 

to conjecture the particular Occaſion of it. 


Dr. Patrick refers it to the latter End of his 


Philiſtine Giant in his declining; Age; in 
which we are told, that he was expoſed to, 
great Danger, and waxed faint; and 

added, that when Abiſbui, the Brother o 


Joab, had ſeaſonably reſcued him, his Sub- 


jects ſware, that he ſhould % more go gut s 
Battle, leſt be ſhould guench tbe Ticks. of 

Iſrael. (a) To theſe Words David is ſuppo- - 
ſed to allude, when he fays, The Lord is 190 
Light, and my Salvation; my Enemies. came 
upon me to eat up my Fleſh, aud I bad fainted 
unleſs I had believed.(b) But I am rather in- 
clined to conjecture, that this Pſalm, Was 
compoſed by him in his younger Years, © 
when he was under Perſecution from Sa = 
There is not a Line in it, which doth, nat 
agree to this Suppoſition; and there are ſe- 
veral- Verſes, which cannot ſo well be ac» 
commodated to the other; eſpecially th 
lach, in which he repreſents his Dapgers g 


1 Wiſing from falſe Witneſſes. Now it is not 


S . 1 9 ot 
a 2 Sam. xxi. 17, (6) Palm xxyii. 3, 2, 5 
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- eaſyto i what Miſchief they could 
uy dene ne the — who 
oppoſed him in a national rather than a 
* ſonal Quarrel; but he expreſsly decir 
© elſewhere, that the lying Words of ſome 
treacherous Perſons had exaſperated Saul 
e him; (a) and complains of falſe 
ongues, in thoſe Pſalms, which are, 
their Title, fixed to this Period of his 
Hiſtory.(b) I might add, that the Words 
of the Text ſeem to favour this Suppoſition ; 
for David doth not here ſay, that his Father 
and Mother had already forſaken him, but 
only ſpeaks of t as wee might happen, 
Now, as we are elſcwhere told, that when 
David was but a Lad, bis Father was an old 
Man, (c) tis improbable, that both 
e and his Wife ſhould have been living 
at the Time of this Pbiliſtine War, when 
David himſelf was grown old and feeble. 

Tr this Argument be of Weight to fix the 
general Occaſion of the Pſalm, *tis probable 
that this Verſe may lead us to the particular | 
Time of its Compoſure. We are told, that 
when David had taken Shelter at "Adullam, 
from the Violence of Saul, and had raiſed a 
Band of Men for his Defence, he conveyed 
his Father and Mother to the- King of 
Moab,(d) Geri that, till Providence had 

| NY 2» 
a) 18am. xxiv. 3) Pfal. Iii. 2, 3, & vii. 4. 
@ 12. (c)1 e 12. (4) Chap. Wi, 3. 
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brought his Affairs to a Determination, that 
Prince would ſhelter them from the ury of of 
Saul, which might otherwiſe have Neg | 
fatal to them, as it had juſt before done to 


the Prieſts of the Lon pdp. Perhaps is he 
the pious Reflection of David about 


his Parents were to remove: When my Father 


and my Mother forſake me, then the "LORD 
ſhall take me up: q. d. Tho' a Hoſt of my 
Enemies be encamping againſt me, 
* the Nation be riſing in Arms to oppoſe 
* me, and tho? I be forced to diſmiſs my 
« aged Parents, at a Time when I have the 
*« greateſt Occaſion for their prudent Advice, 
e and their tender Conſolations; yet this 
my Comfort, that GOD is with me. te | 
« wil ſupply what I loſe in them; 1 W 


© take me up ang): now par 19.0 
% Child, whe their 2 


enn afford me no 1 


Tux Words will naturally afford us theſe | 
two plain Remarks, which, with che Im- 
provement of them, will be n 
of the preſent Diſcourſe. 


I. TEL e ET NG 

mob: ralonhie of pur Jr EP 

ſibly forſake us. 

II. Waun good Men are abandoned by 
their deareſt Friends, they ma find 
more in GOD, than they fra, den. in 


ies N oer E dem v. 


% them. When my Father and my Mother 
 forſale me, then the r * take ne 
. 


J. Tux deareſt of our Relatives, and the 
moſt valuable of our Friends, may poſ- 

fibly forſake us. 
Tov fee David ſpeaks of it, as at leaſt a 
ſuppoſable Cafe, with Regard to himſelf, 
that not only his Followers, his Compani- 
ons, and his Brethren, but even his Father 
and his Mother might forfake him. All the 
Intimacy of Relation, all the Endearment 
of Affection, could not fecure him from be- 
ing deſerted by them. And this may be our 
own Caſe; our Friends may abandon us thro! 
their on Unkindneſs, or GOD may remove 
them by the Stroke of his Providence. LB 


1. Our deareſt Friends may abandon us 
by their own Unkindneſs. 

Is the remarkable Saying of one, who 
* made many ſerious Reflections on this 
Head ; * * If you put ſo much Confidence 
in any Friend, as not to conſider, that it 
« is poſſible he may become your Enemy, 
| © you know Man but little, and perhaps 
| *©£ may be taught to know him better to your 
ES Cot,” 'C of Circumſtances, . Con- 
| ron? of our own Miſtakes, the 


e 
1 * Mr Baxter. 
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Miſrepreſentations of others, and ſometimes 
mere Caprice, and Inconſtancy of Temper, 
render thoſe indifferent, and perhaps averſe 
to each other, who were once united in the 
Bonds of the moſt endearing Friendſhip: 
Nay, it is certain, that ſometimes an immo- 
derate and ungoverned Fondneſs on both 
Sides, may not only juſtly provoke GOD to 
diſappoint our Hopes from each other; but 
may prove, in its natural Conſequences, an 
Occaſion of mutual Diſguſt, and perhaps of 
Separation. For, when the Mind labours 

under this Diſorder, it contracts a kind of 
ſickly Peeviſhneſs, which turns every trifling 
Neglect into an Offence, and every Offence. 
into a Crime; ſo that Men find the Extremes 
of Love and Hatred more nearly connected, 
than they could once have believed. Sud- 
den Fear will drive away ſome Friends, when, 


we are in Danger; and a much meaner Prin- 


ciple will lead others, who, in better Days, 
have calPd themſelves our Friends, to aban, 
don, and, perh to cenſure us, When we 
are red to low Circumſtances, and ſo 
have the greateſt Need of their Aſſiſtance, 
Sven is the Vanity of human Friendſhip; 
and I will add, that neither the Sincerity of 
our Affection, nor the Worth of our Chata- 
cter, nor the Urgency of our Affairs, hor 


the former Appearance of Goodnelſs-in them, 


nor the higheſt Obligations of Gratitude, nor 
the 
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tte neareſt Ties of Blood, or Alliance, can 
ſecure us from Difappointment in this — 


” mA 


Article. David rt. Fob under the Old Te- 
ſtament, and Paul, and even his bleſſed Ma- 
ſter, under the New, tho? all ſuch excellent 


. . were — 2 and in ſeveral Re- 


injured, by their Friends; nay, I may 

ks 5 7 — them, by pious Friends xy 
Such Treatment therefore may we meet with 
from” ours, even from thoſe to whom we are 


related in the Bonds of Nature, as well as 
Affection. What Union can be more ſtrict 
-ahd. \ ink, than that of Marriage? Yet 


you know, fob complains, while he was in 


Circumſtances' which might have drawn 


Tears from the Eyes of a Stranger, that his 


Witt feem'd to have forgot, not only the 


Tenderneſs of her Sex, and Intimacy * her 
Relation, but even all Senſe — Hu- 
"towards him: My Breath, ſays he, 
ange to my, Wife; ibo 1 intreated her 


b . 15 Childyen of. ber own Body. (a) - From 


ech could we expect 0 00 6 


. 15 wh rh Mothers to their Infant Offspring? 


et GOD expreſly declares, what indeed is 


fall. 
that ſhe eu at  bave Compaſſion on -the 


Child of ber Womb? 1 The EK ind _ 


74 
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ſeen in > fomeamazing Inſtances; that this may 
a Woman forget ber fucking Child, 
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ture that ſhe has borne in her Body, that 


ture would therefore prompt her moſt reſo- 


Lord. (a) This ſtrange Caſe may happen; 


we ſhall fee ourſelves obliged in Duty to | 


AKA 3 5 A Sa T5. a0 oo 


and enjoying the Pleaſure of mutual Con- 


ſhe has been uſed to lay in her Boſom ; the 
Innocent that never offended her, that 
bas all its Dependence upon her, whom Na- 


lately to defend, moſt tenderly to cheriſh ; can 
ſhe res ier Tra, ibey may forget, ſaith the 


it may happen in repeated Inſtances. Thus 
may our deareſt Friends, and even our Pa- .. | 
rents themſelves, abandon us thro? their own 
Unkindneſs. But be they ever ſo co 
and affectionate, tis certain, 13 


2. Tnzy may be taken away from us by 
the Stroke of divine Providence. 
Wurst we are in the moſt delightful 


Manner converſing with our Friends, 800 
may bring us into ſuck Circumſtances, thar 


quit the deareſt of them, poſſibly even 
contrary to their Judgment and Advice, as 
well as their importunate Intreaties; or they 
may, on the ſame Principles, ſee themſelves 
obliged to quit us, ſo that we may ſeldom 
have the Opportunity of ſeeing each other, 


verſe. But the ſevereſt Trial is, when GOD 
ſees: fit to remove them by Death. When 
that awful Meſſenger gives the Summons, 

| 9 we 


(a) Ia. xlix. 15. 


. 24 
1 5 | Q + 1 ; 
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4 


ve muſt part, thoꝰ ever ſo deſirous of con- 
tinuing together. None can by any means 
deliver his Brother from going down to the 
Grave, nor give to GOD a Ranſom for him, (a) 
tho? he ſhould offer his own Life under that 
View. Our Fathers, where are ibey A b) 
And, I may add, where are many of our 
Brethren of the ſame Age, and once in the 
ſame Stations of Life with ourſelves? What 
Multitudes of them are already removed 

Death! Perhaps, more than are left behin 

We have followed them to the Grave, we 
have left them in the Duſt, and the Places 


that knew them, know them no more; and if 


we are not quickly taken away ourſelves, 
we muſt expect, that our Breaches will ſoon 
be multiplied us, and that - nothin 
will remain of thoſe dear Creatures, whic 
we now behold with Tenderneſs, and with 
"Tranſport; but a mournful Remembrance, 
that we once enjoyed them, and a Deſpair 
of recovering them again, till we meet in 
the eternal Worldꝓ.. by log 
IVI only add one very obvious Refle- 
ion upon this Head, and then proceed to 
the next. * 0 


Max the deareſt of our Friends ſo ſoon 
forſake us? Then how careful ſhould 
| ay", | {7 WE 


@) Pla. xlix, 7.8. © (6) Zech. i. f. 
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we be, that we don't value them too 
highly, and love them too fondly ! 
WI find in Seripture, that the Inconſtancy, 
and the Mortality of human Nature, are 
each of them urged as an Argument againſt 
truſting in Man. Take heed every*one of bis 
Neighbour, and truſt not in any Brother; for 
every Brother will utterly ſupplant (a). Ceaſe 
from Man, whoſe Breath is in his Noſtrils, for 
wherein is be to be acccounted of (b)? Ho 
can we reckon on any Thing as certain, which 
is ſuſpended on ſo uncertain a Life? The 
Words of Solomon are applicable to Friends 
. as well as to Riches z Wherefore ſhould we ſet 
our Eyes on that which is not? For they make 
themſelves Wings, and flee away, often ſwiftly 
and irrecoverably, as an Eagle (c). To ſet 
them up as Kdols, in the Place of GOD, is 
the readieſt Way to provoke him to remove 
or imbitter them; and then our own Iniquity, 
in this Reſpe&, will corre. us. Our confi- 
dent Expectation from them will increaſe _ 
our Perplexity and our Shame, if they ſhould , 
forſake us thro* their -own Unkindneſs; | and + 
our exceſſive Fondneſs for them will add new: 
Pangs to the Agonies of a laſt Separation. One 
Way or another they will prove broken Reeds, 
and will not only ſink under us, but will go up 
into our Hand, and pierce it (d) with a Wound, 
5 P 2 which 
(a) Jer. ix. 4. (6) Ifa, ii. 22. 1 
(c) Prov. xxiii. 5. (4) Iſa. xxxvi. 6. 
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which will be deep and painful, in Propor- 
tion to the Streſs with which we have leaned 
upon them. On the whole, then, let us 
love our Friends heartily, but let us love 
them cautiouſly, as changeable, and as mor- 
tal Creatures; and from a Conviction, that 
tis poſſible they may forſake us, let us make 
it our greateſt Care to ſecure an Intereſt in 
ſuch Conſolations, as may be a Support to 


us when they do. Which leads me to the 


ſerond Obſervation. 


2 3 8 good Men are abando- 
ned by their deareſt Friends, they may 
find more in GOD, than they have loſt 
__— in them. 
So Dai „in the 2 Aal bis Aſſu- 
nc that when his Father and his Mother for- 
1 him, then the Lord would take bim up; i. e. 
would approve himſelf a Friend and a Father 
to him. © Od if we be Chriſtians indeed, 
ve may promiſe ourſelves all chat Tenderneſs 
and Care from him, which David, and other 
Saints of old, expected and found. He 
” hath ſaid to every one of us, I will never 
leave thee, nor forſake tbee (a); and for our 
peculiar Support under the Loſs of the dear- 
eſt and moſt uſeful Relatives, he has more 
particularly added, 4 Father of the Fatherleſs, 
and a Fudge of the Widow, is GOD in his holy 
Habitation(b). WjEV 


(a) Heb. xiii. 5. (% Pal. Ixviii. 5. 
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Waren our Friends are dead, we are gene- 
rally more ſenſible of their Value, than we 
before were: But let the tendereſt Heart, 


under the immediate Impreſſion of this ſevere 


Calamity, ſet itſelf to paint the Character of 
2 departed Friend in all its moſt amiable Co- 
lours; let it reckon up all the Advantages, 
which Fondneſs could have taught it to hope 
for, and I will anſwer for it, that all this, 
and a great deal more, is to be found in 
GOD. Let the dejected Orphan, that is 
even now weeping over the Duſt of a Parent, 
of both its Parents, ſay, what thoſe Parents, 
in the greateſt ſuppoſable Advantages of 
Character and Circumſtance, could have 
done for its Support, and its Gagſolatian ; 
and the Complaints of the moſt 
Sorrow ſhall ſuggeſt Thoughts, which may 
ſerve in a great Meaſure to anfwer them- 
ſelves,” and to engage the Mind joytully to 
acquieſce in the divine Care, tho* deſerted 
by the beſt of Parents, or any other Friends, 


however hopeful or uſeful. 


© ALas,” will a dutiful and affectionate 
Child. be ready to ſay, in fuch a Circum- 
ſtance, ** do you. aſk what my Parents 
were? They were my deareſt, my 
% kindeſt, my moſt valuable Friends; —» 
their Counſels guided me; their Care 
protected me; — their. daily Converſe 
was the Joy of my Life; — their tender 
10 2 „ Condo- 


pathetick _ 
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Condolence revived me under my Sor- 
"rows; — their liberal! Bounty ſupplied my 
Neseſſities. Is it to be enquired, what 
they were? Say rather, What were they 
notf And now they are gone, where 
6; mut I ſeek ſuch Friends ? And how juſtly 
may I ſay, that my deareft Comforts and 
fFopes lie buried with their 3 Re- 
| Ka mains?“ 
Lex us more varticotarly ſurvey each of 
* theſe Thoughts, and confider, with how. 
much greater Advantage each of theſe Par- 
ticulars is to be found in the 7 — Care 
& r NOS | 


1 


8 2 your Parencs have adviſed you 
in Difflcatties and Perplexities? GOD 
is much more able to do it. 
er will perhaps ſay, Our poor giddy 
N unprattiſed Minds have been hurrĩied with 
£ 42 ariety of Schemes and Projects, and 
We have ſoon found ourſelves bewitdered 
and loft; but then it has been the greateſt 
Pleaſure to us to apply to our Parents, 
from whoſe more advanced Age, and ri- 
e per Experience, we might well hope for 
Per Expe pe 
e conſiderable Aſſiſtance. We were ſure 
«they would not upbraid our Ignorance, or 
hou A abi us for our Weakneſs; but would 
. ve us their beſt Advice, with endearing 
Tenderneſs, «hd a cordial Concern for 
* 3 
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« our Welfare.“ I allow, my Friends, 

that, if they were wiſe and good (which we - 
= ſuppoſe) they were valuable Counſel- 
hes indeed and that it was your Duty, and 
your Happineſs, to uſe — as ſuch > while 
living, and as ſuch to lament them, now 
they are here no more. Vet, were they 
ever ſo prudent, you mult {till acknowledge 

were fallible Creatures. They could 
only form probable: Con concerning 
the future Conſequences of Things; and as 


thoſe Conjectures were always precarious, ſo, 
no doubt, they were ſometimes erroneous; 


and you were, perhaps, in ſome Inſtances, 


miſled by their miſtaken Apprehenſions. * 3 


But the only wiſe GOD knows the EA 
the Beginning; his Views of the moſt diſtant 
Futurities are not conjectural, but certain 3 
and his Wiſdom is far more ſuperior to that 
of the moſt ſagacious and experienced Moro. 

tal, than the Wiſdom of ſuch a Mortal can 
be ſuperior to that of an Infant. T b that 


teaches Man Knowle 1 
gree he poſſeſſes it. He inſtructed our Pa- 
rents, that they might inſtruct us; and ha 
has expreſly promiſed his Direction to all 
thoſe that humbly ſeek it. | The Meet ul! 


e, 1 


be guide in Judgment, the Meek will le teach 


bis May. (b) You may therefore, according 
to ＋ own Inſtruction and C cry 
unto him, My Father, thou art the Guide of 


(<) Plalm xciv. 7. () Palm xxv. g. 1 4 


N 
my Youth, (a) and you will find him ſuch x 
Guide, as can give Wiſdom to the Simple, and 


F to the young Man Knowledge and Diſeretion. (b) 


2. Couun | earthly. Parents have 
protected you from Injuries ? GOD is. 
much more able to do it. 
N Aru has implanted even in irrational 
| Anta (ach 2 Regard to the Safety of 
their Offspring, that many of the moſt 
weak and timorous of them become ſtrangely: 
_ courageous” in their Defence. The little 
Bird, that will at other Times fly from every 
Noiſe and every Motion, will hover over 
” her Young, when they are aſſaulted with 
Danger; and, rather than ſhe will forſake 
them, will ſhare in their Ruin, Tis eaſy 
to ive the Spirit of Parents naturally 
riſe on the leaſt Injury that is offered to their 
Children, even ſometimes when it is only 
1 accidental, and undeſigned; and all the 
profeſſed Enemies of their Children, they 
of courſe reckon to be their own. Nor 
doc they only watch over them in their In- 
fancy and Childhood, to defend them from 
the many Dangers, which ſurround thoſe 
tender Days; but in more advanced Years, 
they. are ready to uſe all their Power, and 
their Influence, to ſhelter them from the 
7 e N Uſage, which they __ Lon 
W. 
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wife expect from an il E natur d World: And 
I own, tis a melancholy Thing for 
young People to loſe ach = Guard, b 
Time when they are moſt expoſe. 

Bur ſurely the Defence of the Almighty 
muſt be a much juſter and nobler Conf 
dence. *Tis amazing to obſerve in how 
condeſcending a Manner he expreſſes his 
Care for the — of his People. In © 
one Place he ſays, He that | toucheth you, 
toucheth — F my Eye (a); and elſe- 
where, He Hall cover . With bis Feathers, f 
and under his Wings ſhalt thou truſt ; (b) i; e. 
He ſhall defend thee, as the Bird ſhelters her 
little, helpleſs Brood, from the A ſſault of 
any Thing, that would injure or deſtroy 
them. And could we deſire a better Guard ? 
There are many Seaſons, when 2 
Parents muſt -; Neceſſity be 
us, and a thouſand Calamities — 
take and deſtroy us, even in their 
while they ſtood by helpleſs and amade? 
But GOD is always with his Children, and 
as there is no Danger of ours unſeen by Him, 
there can be none, from which he is notable "I 
to deliver us. When David was forſakew 
by Father and Mother, and ſurrounded with a 
whole Army of inhuman Enemies, he:fpeaks * 
of this as his Comfort, e Lord is my Light 
ar drove dan baton T foarÞ: Lord 
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is-the Strength of my Life, of whom ſhall I 
afraid? The an Hoſt encamp apainſt 
me, my Heart ſhall not fear ; tho ”"_ 
ſhould riſe againſt me, in a wil T be 

if dent (a) tho? I ſtood en int uni 
ions. 


- 


3. Dip you RR for e Enter- 
tanmment in the Company of 2 
earthly Parents? You may expect far 

nobler wrneany in - with 
60D). 

5 ACKNOWLEDGZ, there is ſomething pe- 
culiarly delightful in the Company of a wiſe, 
a pious, and an indulgent Parent; and I 
doubt not, but many of us can eaſily recol- 

lect it. Even i K our Infant Days, when we 
were fondly prattling to them, we, perhaps, 
often ſaw Smiles of Complacency fitting on 
their Cheeks, and even Tears of Tenderneſs 
and Pleaſure riſing in their Eyes; eſpeciall If 
I if, with the Dawning of Reaſon, they di 
covered in our Nlinds any early Impreſſions 
I of Religion. We can perhaps recollect the 
condeſcending Air with which they talked to 
us, and the kind Careſſes, which they inter- 
mingled with the Diſcourſe. And as we grew 
up toa riper Underſtanding, we were ſtill more 
charmed with the Company of ſuch Parents. 
£ of We had not only: the manly Pleaſure of ra. 


tional 
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179 
tional Converſe, but there was a Mixture of 
Reverence and of Gratitude in our Hearts, 
which much increaſed the Delight. We 
were aſſured of their Candour toward their 
Children, and their Prejudice in Favour of 
what we might ſay; and that inſpired us wit 
Spirit and Chearfulneſs. We were encoura- 
ged to attempt to pleaſe them, becauſe we 
concluded we might eaſily do it; and the 
Senſe we had of the Superiority on their Parts, 


made every Expreſſion of their Kindneſs ſo 4 


much the more ſweet and obliging. 
Tux Loſs of ſuch Converſation is indeed 
to be greatly lamented z and it would argue 
a ſtrange Mixture of Stupidity and Inhuma- 
nity to be unaffected with it. But ſtill re- 
member, that, tho* your Parents are gone, 
you are not left entirely alone; for, not to 
mention other ſurviving Friends, your hea- 
venly Father is with you, if it be your pre- 


vailing Deſire ſtill to be with him. Tho“ 


your Father and your Mother be removed, 
and you can no longer go to them, un- 


leſs it be to , mourn over their Grave, 


and to mingle your Tears with their Duſt; 
yet you may go to GOD, and with Plea- 
ſure pour out your Soul before him : and 

what you” find in him, may give a more 
tranſporting Exerciſe to thoſe ſweet, Affe- 
fron” which added à Reliſh to the Conver- 

on of * Oy Parents. The firſt 
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imperfect Accents of Prayer and Praiſe will 
be a pleaſing Offering to him. Great and 
glorious as he is, he will bow down an indul- 
gent Ear, thro' Jeſus, your dear elder Bro- 
ther; he will ſmile upon your Souls, and al- 


= . lo you a holy Freedom in all the Endear- 
ments of filial Converſe. 


- Your earthly Parents were not.alwann at 
Leiſure, nor always in Temper to receive 
your : Viſits y but wherever you abe, and 
whatever you are doing, GOD's gracious 
Eye is always on his Children; his indulgent 
Ear is always open to their Addreſſes. Tou 
may come, and tell him how heartily you 
love him, how affectionate a Senſe you have 
of his Favours, how ſincerely you are con- 
cerned for his Intereſt in the World, and how 
earneſtly. deſirous of taking every Opportu- 
nity to advance it; how well you are ſatisfied 
with his paternal Care, and how ' chearfully 
you can refer yourſelves to his wiſe and gra- 
cious Di Fa Qur Lord intimates, that 
ve may ule ſuch a holy Boldneſs with GOD, 
when he teaches us to ſay, Our Father, 
which art in Heaven (a) ; and the Apoſtle 
3 * it, when he ſpeaks 4 
t of - — D e us to 
ee 0 12 


ths 'Covip your earthly Parents pop: pi- 
p tied your Sorrows and Complaints? 


en Mat. vi. g. (b) Rom. „ The 
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The like, Com may you expect 
from GOD, if you apply to him under 
the Character of a Father. 

Tis natural for a Child, when any Thing 
grieves it, to go to its Parents, and com- 
plain to them z and if they cannot redreſs 
the Grievance, at leaſt they will be ready 0 
condole it. Now we are expreſly told in the 


Word of GOD, chat, as @ Father pitienh | 


his Children, ſo the Lord- pitieth them that 
fear him, (a) And how much more valuable 
are the Compaſſions of a GOD, than thoſe 
of our earthly Parents could poſſibly have 
been! In many Caſes theirs ' was only a 
mourning Pity, and all, that they could 


often do fr our Relief; was to fit down ane 


weep over us; to afflict themſelves with us, 
and to give us their Company in Diſtreſs: 

But the Compaſſions of an Almighty GOD 
can redręſs the Grievances which He com- 
miſerates. Be our Afflictions ever ſo many, 
or ever ſo great; in Sickneſs and Pain; in 
the Agonies of Conſcience, or the Agonies 
of Death; when Parents and other Friends 
are but miſerable Comforts, he alone can 


ſupport the Soul; can ſooth it into Serenity 


and Prace; can exalt it to the moſt mm" 
oP Joy: „ 

5. Covip your earthly Parents have 

ſupplied your Wants, and have made 

o ann 

(a) Palm ciii. 13. 
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Proviſion for your future Subſiſtence? 
680 & infinitely more able, and 
ready to do it for his Children. 

Ix our Years of Infancy, tho* we had 
hardly any Thing we could call our own, 
we made ourſelves eaſy in this, that our 
Parents would take Care of us; and ſome. 
times the ' Circumſtances of Families are 
-fuch, that their Care is almoſt all that 
the Children have to depend upon, When 


this is the Caſe, none can wonder, that 


tis conſidered as a great Aggravation of 
the Loſs. But furely, when GOD pro- 
claims himſelf a Father to the Fatherleſs, 
he intends to ſuggeſt ſome Encouragement 
co ſuch helpleſs Orphans as theſe; and it 
becomes them to take the Comfort of it. 
EARKTRHIY Parents may ſometimes be 
fo indigent that they cannot, and ſome- 
times ſo unkind that they will not, relieve 
their Children, at leaft in ſuch a Propor- 
tion as their Neceſſities require. But the 
moſt high GOD is the Poſſeſſor of Heaven 
and Earth,(a) and his Goodneſs is as ex- 
| tenſive as his Dominion; we may therefore 
conclude, that he will not ier the Soul 
of the Righteous to famiſb. (b) There is 
not one Parent in ten Thouſand ſo unna- 
|  -tural, as that he could ſtand. by, and ſec 
his Child periſh for Hunger, while it 


(a) Gen. xiv. 19. (6) Prov. x. 3. 
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in the Power of his Hand to relieve him. 
Now our Lord hath taught us to argue thus, 
If ye, being evil, know how to give good, Gifts, 
unto your Children, how much more ſhall your 

beavenly Fatber give good. Things unto them 
that aſe him] (a/ 

GOD has the Eſtates, and the Hearts of 
all in his Hands; and therefore can, with 
the utmoſt Eaſe, raiſe up Friends to us in the 
moſt, abandoned Circumſtances, who ſhall. 
a& the Part of Pareats to us, and do more 
for us than they could have done. And 'tis 
farther to be remember'd, that the Bounties 
of GOD are far more excellent, than thoſe. 
of any mortal Friend could poſſibly be. 
Their Bounty, be it ever ſo great, cannot 
reach beyond the Grave, but *cis our Fa- 
ther's good Pleaſure to give, us a Kingdom;(b) 


incorruplible, and unified, and that fadeth, 


not away. (c) In the believing 555 diſtant, 
Views of which we are rich amidſt the ex, 
tremeſt Poverty, and happy in the moſt 
miſerable Circumſtances that can be. con- | 
ſiſtent with ſuch a Hope. | 
You. ſee. then on the whole how 2 1 
more the good Man may find in Gb, 
than he can 1 loſe in the n valu- | 


11 


6. Mat. vii 11. 
(e Pet. i. 4. 
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Ir only remains that J conelude the Dit. 
1 with a few I on ern 
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' 1 Livy: us 0 ce 
gracious Proviſion which G0 
' made to ſupport his People under the 
Loſs of Parerits and Friends. 


+ 


| Ws ſhould bleſs his Name, that he does 
not leave us to fink under the Burthen y or at 
beſt to collect ſome uncertain Comfort from 


the precarious Conclafions of our unaMfted 
Reaſbn; but that thro" the Blood and Righ- 
teouſnels of his Son he has given his plain 
and expreſs Promiſe, for the Encouragement 


of ſuch inconſuerable and undeſerving Crea- 


ures. . 
| You whoſe Parents are wing ought to 
be thänkful, that GOD hath provided ſuch 
reviving Cordials for you againft the mourn- 
ful Time when they may be taken away. 
Ap we who have loſt our Parents, and 
have found Relief in our Extremities, from 
| ſuch Declarations as theſe, ſhould recollect 
it with Pleaſure, and often EW! our Songs 
of g t Acknowledgrnene, 


only to rejoice and to be thankful on our 
own Account, but alſo on Account of thoſe 
afflicted Friends ho may receive Support 
from 8 ſtrong Conſolations. We Chit ule 


Ap will farther add, we ought not 
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Children tliat have loſt their Purenta, and 
tis delightful to fee other generous Nerſans 
riſing up to take Care 3 
in ſome Reſpect to make up their Loſs?” 
But how much more delightful ſhould it be 
to us to hear an Almighty GOD proclaim- 
ing himſelf as their great lan, and” 
ſaying, that when their Father and their 
Mother forfake them, he will graciouſly tobe 


them wp. How ſhould we rejoice; that 
when we ſet ourſelves to comfort and encou- 


rage them, we can not only advance our 
own Conjectures, but can thus ſpeak. to 
them in the Language of GOD himſelf, 
And indeed this Reflection may be applied 
to all the other Promiſes. We ought to re- 
joice that our pious Friends have an Intereſt 
in them, and that GOD hath conſulted their 
Support and Conſolation, as well as our 
own. rem Er 
Ap ſurely, when we are refle&ing on 
ſuch a Promiſe as this, our affectionate 
Thoughts and Praiſes ſhould ariſe to him in 
whom-all the Promiſes r GOD are Tia and; 
Amen: (a) Tis natural to ſay, Whence 


is it that thou, the Holy Majeſty of 


Heaven, wilt appear under ſuch indear- 
ing and tender Characters, to ſinſul 
„ Moftals! that thou wilt ſpeak of taking 
„dem up! of beſtowing one a hock 
(. 2 Cor. i. 20, V3 


3 
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N 0 
e upon them, and much move of extending 


tan Arm of Mercy to raiſe them from that | 


. 1 nelpleſ: Condition, in which they natu- 
«rally! le, like abandoned Out- caſts! 
M hence ii ĩt that thou wilt take them into 
i Family nom, and into thy Kingdom 
at laſt . tor all this is intimated in this 
J LORD, “ may each of us 
| 55 N humbly. aſerlbe it to tho Riches of 
hy Goſpel Grace! would declare it to 
«re: wn Honour of Jz$vs thy 


s n | 
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5 nv an Bare een ſhould this 
— de to young Perſons to endeavour to 
ſecure an Intereſt in 60D eee 
I Chriſt ?! Nr UO: Bis 

1 ov muſt own che Donſolations which l 
have now been repreſenting to be far from 
all; and ſurely when you conſider how 
ſoon tlie beſt of your mortal Friends may 
fail, you cannot but wiſh för an Intereſt in 
theme But yoù with it in vain, unleſst you 
elk it i the Goſpel Way; utileſs you deli- 
Beraty! and reſolutely chuſe GOD for your 


Fnther in Chriſt, and devote yourſelves to 


Kim. lin the Bonds of an everlaſting Cove: 
nant If you refuuſe this; you have Reaſon 
to regard him underi the Charier of. art 
Enemy; and to fear that when he removes 

01 1 099 your 
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your Friends, tis in Judgment that he, viſits. 
you with ſuch a Blow. Your Heart may 
juſtly meditate Terror, if this be the Caſe 3 
eſpecially when your pipus Parents are taken, 
away. You: are then deprived; af; thei; 
Prayers, their Exhortationg, their; Advices, 
and their Examples; and ſo ſeem to hs 
thrown farther out of the Way of Repent- 
ance and Retormation, And let me add, | 
that if Almighty: Grace doth not prevept it, 
the Trouble which you now: fer, in being 
ſeparated from ſome of them while you con- 
tinue on Earth, will, be the ſmalleſt Part of 
your Unhappineſs; for you muſt finally be 
ſeparated not only from all. the, moſt. vaua- 
ble Perſons you have ever known here, hut, 


which is infinitely more, from the Preſence; 


af the · bleſſed GO himſelf; muſt fall un- 
tied Victims of the divine Juſtioe, and 
delivered ver to dell ich y, Hu- 
ther the Devil, whoſe Monts you have choſen; 
to do. (a) And ob}, how uautterablyadreads, - 
ful is it to think, thatin/the awiul Bayr. 
when this Sentence is co be pronounced and 
executed upon you, there will not: be one. 
Friend to plead in your Favour! That tho?, 
your pious Parents be then preſent, yet, in 
a moſt terrible Senſe, Father and Mather will 
then: forſake [you indeed; and; inſtead; oh 


interpoſing their Intreaties for yon, will 
21 applaud 


wes 4 | | 
(a) John vüi. 44 tz i Ty 
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applaud the righteous V that dooms 
you as obſtinate Rebels to eternal Death; 
to thoſe Abodes of diſtinguiſhed Miſery, 
which are for ſuch as have hroke 
thro*' all the peculiar Advantages, which 
will chen de found chargeable to your Ac- 
aro 


3. Ler whit I have 1 aying be con- 
ſidered by Parents as an Incouragement 


EP — " chearfully to leave their religious Chil. 


dren in the Hands of GOD, when 
Frovidenee thall ſee fit to make the 


Ws EN, duo che Riches of Goſpel:Grace, 

a Chriſtian Parent ſees His eternal "Concerns 
ſo>ſafe in + Redeemer's Hands that he can 
ay, with Reſpeck to chem, I deſire 10 de- 
pat; (a) yet ſometimes” he feels Reluctance 
mingling itſelf with the holy Deſire, when he 


SF conſiders chat he muſt leave his dear Chil- 
| dren" behind him perhaps 


in a deſtitute, 
Aue if they be very: young} in a hazar- 
dous Condition. And this Thought preſſes 
with p Weight on the Mind of 'thoſe 
ho have loſt the nion of their Lives; 
by whoſe Death therefore their Children will 
become entirely Orphans, But may it not 
revive you, to hear, that GOD will be their 
Fudan. if they be willing to chuſe him 
as 
(a) Phil. i. 23. . af Fi te) 
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echt ue. may be abundandy fa 
tisſied wich his Gre Als! wh * 
yourſelves, with all your 


nefs, but Inſtruments Which GO GOD Nee 


of for conveying ſome ſew of his Favours to 
them? And cannot he do that by others 
which he hath long been doing by you? 
Diſtruſt not his Power or his Faithfulneſs; 
but turn all your anxious Care about future: 
Events, into a religious Concern to do your, 
Duty to your Children, and, by all 

moſt prudent and affectionate Methods c 


Addreſs, to lead them into the early Know- 4 | 


ſedge of GOD in Chriſt; that ſo, thro' the 
Mercies of an everlaſting Covenant, they, 
may. ſtand: intitled to the ſpecial Protection 
of an heavenly Father, who can never be ſe- 
parated-from then and who, as he is never 
able, will never prove e a. 1 
them. Onee more: 


4. A - 


ſupporting Conſiderations as theſe. 
Do not . yourſelves. to ſuſpect the 
Truth of theſe exceeding 12h! and priecinus: 


Promijes, (a) which 99s, now been ſet before 


you; and, for your farther Encouragement, 
conſider in how many Inſtances they have 
NIE Experience, +; /+rtc) 


THERE 
2 2 Pet. i. 4 8 n n 


mediate and frequent Recourſe to uch 
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Tnurxx are, my Friends, I am ſure there 
are, thoſe amongſt us this Day, who can 


ſet our Seal to the Truth of what has now 


been ſpoken; and can ſay in the 


of the Text, that oben our Father and our 


Mother did both ofs them forſake ut, then the 


Tord actually took us up, and proved a moſt 
gracious Parent to us. He ſupplied the 


Breaches that he had made, and, by a Train 


of Providence which we cannot but admire 


in the Review, raiſed up other Friends for 
us; and, it may be, inſpired almoſt with 
the Tenderneſs of Parents, Perſons, who 
were even unknown to us, when the laſt of 
our Parents were taken away. Nay, per- 

haps, ſome of us may ſay that the Death of 
a valuable Parent, which we feared would 
be our Ruin, has proved, in ſome of its 


then unthought of Conſequences, ' on "the 


whole, a very great Mercy to us. 


Lux ſuch Reflections as theſe enc 


you, my young Friends, for whoſe Admo- 
nition and Conſolation the Diſcourfe was pe- 
culiarly intended, to hope, that as your Af. 
fictions are the ſame, your Conſolations 
will alfo be the ſame. Let not your Heart be 
troubled, neither be ye afraid (a). Your Fa- 
ther and Mother are dead, but your heavenly 


Father can never die. I would willingly 


hope, that it has been your early Care to ſe- 
$ £33 # - cure 


(«) John xiv. 1. 
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cure an Intereſt in him; and I would ſo- 
lemnly charge it upon you, as you value 
your preſent Peace or your eternal Happi- 
neſs, that it be the great Buſineſs of your 
Life to keep cloſe to him; and then you 
may aſſure yourſelves with the moſt chearful 
Confidence, that be will n JOE 
ſake you. 

IF therefore your Hearts are almoft over- 
whelmed within you, in the melancholy 
Circumſtances into which his Providence 
has brought you, fly into his Preſence, pro- 
ſtrate yourſelves before him with humble 
Importunity, and turn Tears of Sorrow me 
Tears of Devotion. 

* Behold, Oh moſt compaſſionate. Fa- 
* ther,” may you reaſonably and confi- 
dently ſay, ** behold thou haſt plunged me 
even into the Depths of Diſtreſs; but 
* bleſſed be thy Name, thou haſt not left 
me to ſink in them, without any Support. 
„I have this Day received ſome kind Aſ. 
<* ſurances from thy Word, and I now in- 
<< treat thee to remember that Word unto thy 
«© Servant, upon which thou haſt cauſed me to 
«© bope.(a) My Father and my Mother 
„have forſaken me. Lord, wilt thou not 
take me up? Wilt thou indeed abandon 


« me? Wilt thou add Affliction to the Af. 
10 flicted ? the inſupportable Affliction of 


«6 _I 
(a) Plalm cxix. 49. 


„ Oh! may thy compaſſionate Eye 
me, and tby Comorts delight my Soul. 


* Serm' v. 


:deferved by thee, when ! 


«| ſeving myſelf 
need thy Succour ? That 


* moſt evi 


| „de far from thee; Oh Lord! and be the 
undo 


Suſpicion far from me ! I have 
oſt my moſt prudent and faithful Counſel- 
ort, but I look unto thee, as the Guide of 


nb, I have loft thoſe who were once 


* my Guardians and my Protectors; but J 
Hum come to take Sheiter under the Sha- 
*dow of thy Wings. Their Eyes are 
eloſed, and their Mouths are ſealed up in 
Peath. No longer can they look with 


 *.Compafſion:on my Sorrows; no longer 


can their Converſe: chear or delight me. 


regard 


. Permit me, Oh GOD! . eee 


4 dom in approaching to thee, and in pour- 


Pais forth all my Heart in thy Preſence. 
My Parents are now returned naked to 


12 their Duſt, and, ſhould my Wants be 
6}; ever ſo preſſing, are now: incapable of af- 


% fording me any Relief. May thy rich 


- $6 Bounty ſupply me, thy unwearied Pro- 


* 
% "i 


„ 'yidence take care of me!] But, above all, 
„ with-hold not thy Covenant Bleſſings, 
and let me ſhare that eternal Inheritance 
„ hich thou haſt 1 oo all thy 
Children in Chriſt. 
Ir theſe: be the daily Bicachinj-of: hot 
Souls before him, you have n Rea- 
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ſon to hope, that he will return an Anſwer 


of Peace. In all your Difficulties he will 
wiſely dire& you; in all your Sorrows he 
will compaſſionately relieve you; in all your 
Dangers he will powerfully 2 you; in 
all your Wants he will bountifully ſupply you: 

In a Word, you will be conducted ſafely, 
and I hope, notwithſtanding this gloomy 
Proſpect, you will be conducted comforta- 
bly, thro* this mortal Life, till you come 
at length to your Father's Houſe in Peace. (a) 
And when you are arrived thither, and take 


a Review of all the various Occurrences 


of the Way, you will ſee apparent Reaſon. 
to acknowledge, what is now ſo difficult to 
believe, that the preſent awful Diſpenſation 
was ſent with a gracious Deſign, and that 


all the Paths of your heavenly Father have 


been Mercy and Truth to you. (b) Amen, 


{a) Gen. xxviii. 21. () Pſal.-xxv. 10. 


SERMON VI 


The RerLECTIONS of a Pious 


PARENT on the Death of a Wick EY 
CHILD, heads and improved. 
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2 SAM, XVII. 33. 


| And the King was much moved, and wenl wp 4 
to the Chamber over. the Gate, and went 


_— —_— 


And as be went, thus he ſaid; O my Son 14 


Abſalom; my Son, my Son Abſalom! 
Would GOD I had died for thee, O Abfa- 


n my Son, my Son! 4+ 
5 S the Providence 1 Go 4 

Y N . been reading ſuggeſt ſome 4 
* very awful Thoughts, Which 


are well ſuited to ſuch an Occaſion, And 
0 R 2 des 


ly to addreſs myſelf to young 


calls me this Day particular- 
Perſons, ſo the Words I have 


„ 296 Reftedt. of a pious Parent Serm. VI. 
there is one Cirtumſtance relating to this 
EF Diſcourſe which I cannot ſorbear mentioning 
he ou, becauſe I hope it may be a Means 
of hgaging a more than common Attention 
to it, from the Auditory to which I am now 
Ipeaking.* | 
- Ir is this. ebb of ir 0 
which T am now to deliver was drawn up 
ſome Time ago, at the Deſire of your late 
| reverend an worthy Paſtor" Mr. Fennungs 
and preached to a Society of young 22 
then under his Charge. + The [Text was 
* choſen by him, and his tender and e 
; Care to aſſiſt his Pupils in their firſt Labours, 
4 ingaged him to draw the Plan of the Diſ- 
5 and to furniſh me with ſeveral of the 
moſt important Thoughts which I am now 
0 offer. 
So that, I think, I may properly fay, 
that tho? your 2 will no more ſee him, 
nor ear his perſuaſive Voice, 
which has fo frequently, and fo affectionately, 
addreſſed you from this Place, yet this Day 
by me, be being dead, yet ſpeaks, (a) ſpeaks to 
V. B. This Sermon was preached at Ki "Rp 
| Leiceſterſhire, towards the Beginning of the Year C4 
about eighteen Months after the Death of the 
Mr. John Fenning:, who had long been Miniſter there, 
and was Sadr - thoſe 2 e 
| rift, an mental Preaching, 
2 ing Chr ſuch r Acceptance at home and abroad, 
and are lately reprinted. 
. e. At Hinciiq, May 7, 1723. 2 HOW xi. 4 


- 
_ = 
7 
. 
8 * 2 
I 


" | » 
= © | 
v 4 2 * 7 ' i * 
= 4 * + * FT 


germ. VI. on the D. u wicked Child. 197 


- the remarkable Beauty and Gracefulne 


ou young Perſons; to many of whom I fear 


he hath often ſpoken in yain. Let me there: 


fore ſolemnly charge you, by your Venera- 
tion for the Mika of ſo excellent a 


Friend, as well as by the Authority of 
GOD, and the Importance of your eternal 
Intereſts, that you give theſe Things a 
diligent Hearing, a ſerious Recollection 
and a religious Regard, And inde? if | 
ſuch a Subject, introduced by fuck'aCir- | 


cumſtance, will not command them all, ! 


can have very little Hopes of impreflin 
you, by what I may ſay in the Courſe 
my ordinary Miniſtry amongſt you. "1" 
Tax Words of the Text are the pa- 
thetick Lamentation of good old David, . 
on the Death of Ab/alom ; a favourite, but | 
wicked Son, His pious Father had no 
doubt given him a religious Education 
and it is very probable that, e e 


7 


of his Perſon, he was ready to hope, 
that he would be endowed with virtuous 
and holy Diſpoſitions of Soul, the corre- 
Jew age Beauties of the Mind, But theſe 

opes were dreadfully diſappointed z for 


the darling, the beautiful Ab/a/om proved 


a Murderer and a Rebel; he went in un- 
to bis Father's Concubines, in the Sight of all 
Iſrael, (a) and openly attempted to take away 
+I R 3 the 


(a) 2 Sam. xvi. 22. | 
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the Life of him from whom his own was de- þ 
| rived, and by whoſe Indulgence it had been } 
Þ | ſpared, even when forfeited to Juſtice. Yet 
© neverthelcſs "David had ſuch paternal Ten- 
, derncks, as, under all theſe crying Proyoca- 
| tions, expreſly to order the Generals of his 
Army, to deal gently with the young Man 
© | Abſalom, for his ſake ; (a) but the righ- 
teous Vengeance of God determined it other- 
Wife, and, notwithſtanding all his Father's 
| fond Precautions, brought him down to the 
E Grave with Infamy and Blood. He was 
© Tnatch'd away by a violent and very 


4 ible Death, in. the Prime of his Days, 
© and the very Act of his Sin; and this 
Vas the Occaſion of thoſe moving Words, 
O my Son Abſalom, ny Son, my Son Ab- | 
falom! Would GOD I had died for thee, | Q 
E Abſalom, my Son, my Son! | 
Wr may charitably, and I think very | 
_- reaſonably. ſuppoſe, that they are not only, | 
þ | © the E cm of David's natural Affection, | 
for the h of a Son whom he tenderly 
loved; but 0 they aroſe from the Views 
: of that State on which he entere: by Death, 
which muſt certainly be very dreadful; fo 
dreadful, that Dawid; whoſe eternal Intereſts ol 
were . ſecure by the Promiſes, of an ever- || © 
laſting Covenant, would have been willing 
even by. His OWN, Death to have, lier 
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bim from ſuch. compleat and ſuch. hopelets 


Ruin. uE val 


Ir will be my Blines from el: Wordu Words, 


L. To conſider the Reflections which 
may naturally ariſe in the Mind of a 
_ pious Parent, onthe Nach ae 


wicked Chilc. 
II. To draw for, Inferencs fr m a fork 
a2 Survey. Oh! all, and eſpecially 


the degenerate nes of religious. 
Parents, would attend Is Me 
OS Scriouſneſs, 


L 1. am to conſider ah Refleckio which 
naturally ariſe in the Mind of a pie 
Parent on the Death of a wicked Chil iS 7 

I cannoT . pretend to enumerate. them 
all, or to deſcribe them in ſuch, pathetick 


Lan > as a bleeding Heart will ſpeak. it» 


ſelf on ſo ſad an Occaſion; but debe 
te chico than may be ente 
11 | 10114 * 1 ns J 
90 ** A ions Parent will reflect 
an Occaſion, .** That his OE Wea 
from his Child have been.fadly diſ. 
ie ee in ithe paſt Courſe of. its 
A * Lie.“ iA gn Das 
Furs 8 to fatter. . 
\ with fond Hopes from their Infant Offspring: 
they look __ them as ws Bloſſoms of future 


>. 
"2 
- . _— i 
* 
3 


5 WY 


* 
1 


Delight and Support. They comfort them- 
ſelves under the other Burthens of Life, and 


tte additiong] Cares and Labours which a 


growing Family brings upon them, by look- 
ing forward to future Years, and anticipating 
the Pleaſures hereafter to ariſe from the Duty, 
\ Gratitude, and Uſefulneſs of their Children. 
But alas! will the good Man fay, © Could I 
* have ſeen what this poor Creature would 
have proved, inſtead of rejoicing in his 
© Birth, I ſhould have mourned over it as a 
Calamity to me and my Family, I pro- 
n miſed myſelf other Things. My Heart 
t trembled for him in the various Dangers of 
© Infancy and Childhood, I congratulated 
«myſelf on his Arrival at a more confirmed 
Age. But when I looked that this pleaſant 
Plant ſhould have brought forth Grapes, be- 
© bold it brought forth wild Grapes (a). Well 
did Solomon ſay, A fooliſh Son is a Grief 10 
i Father, and Bitterneſs to ber that bare 
bin (b): So we have found. Oh! how often 
has our Authority been affronted, and our 
Love lighted, for a mere Trifle. Or when 
_ © he'was treating us better, what a Thorn 
has it been in our very Hearts, to think 


Death, and on the Borders of that eternal 
Ruin, into which we have Reaſon to fear 

© he is now fallen. So that with Regard to 
51 11 10 ile F wh at” 
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+ 
"of 


"4 = . 
* 


* 


200 Reflet#: of a pious Parent Serm. VI. 


”- —— 6. >. 


© that our Child was in a State of ſpiritual 


b . (8) ron mi. s. 
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4 het is paſt; we have Cauſe to ſay; Bleſſed, 
in Compariſon of us, are the Barren, ibat 
15 1 never bare, and the Breaſts that: never pave 
K. © fuck (a). Theſe Thoughts will he aggra- 
vated when the good- Man actions, * 


'g 
4 "3; Orr he Kabel Pails ho han whatufar 
I the Reformation and ann f 


5 knn that foerches: ney: Holt! Fil ade 
A Chriſtian ſay, is Witneſs, that next to its 
* * Concern for my own Salvation, it knows 
t not a more affectionate Wiſh than this, 
c | © that Chrit might be formed in the Soul 2295 
1 Chilaren (b): 02 Thas how little ſoever _ 

| 

/ 

7 

| 


World I could give them, they, m 
the Children of GOD, and the Hein * 
Glory. And, with Relation to this un- 
2 + happy Creature, I was not entirely want 
ing in ſuch Endeavours as lay in my Po . 
* er, What Knowledge of the Things of 
* GOD I myſelf had, I was willing to cn. 
municate to him; I urged them ſeriouſly 
upon him, 1 frequently reminded: him of } 
them, and, to ſupply the Defects of my 
* perſonal Inſtructions, I put the Book: 
C GOD into his Hands, and engaged him 
in an early and conſtant Attendance on 
publick Ordinances. When I ſaw; had 
+ wandering in the Paths of Folly and Sin, 
os oo endraxouged | 
(a) Luke xxiii. 29. (6) Gal. iv. 19. 


n 


1 
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J endeavoured to convince him of the fa. 
4 bal of ſuch Courſes, and in 


the moſt affectionate Manner to diſſuade 


him from them. I have again and again 


1 urged him to pray for himſelf, and 1 


* have tly been praying for him, 


I have defired that he might be remember. 


ed in our worſhipping Aſſemblies; I have 
* born him on my Heart before GOD in 
the Family and the Cloſet, and GOD 
alone — with what overflowing Ten- 
derneſs. How importunately have 1 
*: pleaded,” and how unwilling have I been 
to take any Denial! But alas! all my 
©//Prayers''and my Tears have been like 


* Maier ſpili on the Ground; and in all the 


Endeavours I have been uſing for his Con- 


verſion and Salvatien, I have been labour. 
ing in vain; and ſpending my Time and 
* my Strength for nought. (a). Nay, as to 


© him it has proved worſe than in vain, 


for every Inſtruction, and every Corre- 


Sion, every Reproof, and every Prayer, 
has increaſcd his Guilt, and increaſed his 
Miſery; ſo that on the whole, 
thought I was acting the kinde and moſt 


While I 


* afteftionate Part, I was only treaſuring up 
+ for my Child aggravated Damnation.” 
oo this leads me to oak 

3. Tua 


e) Tha. Air. 4. 
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3. Trar the pious Parent, on lick an 
Occaſion, cannot but reflect 
on that State of ever Ruin 
into which he has Reaſon to fear 
that his Child is fallen.” | 

On will the afflicted Chriſtian fay, 

how comparatively light would my — 
„rows be, if, while I am looking on the 
: breathleſs Corps, and mourning '/ the * 
«* Diſappointment of my Hopes, as to the 
reſent Life, I — by Faith look 
i rente to a World of Glory, and ſee 
the Branch of my Family which is cut 
off from Earth, tranſplanted thither, 
* and flouriſhing there. Joy would then 
* mingle ' itſelf in my | parental Sorrows, 
and Praiſes with my Tears. But alas! 
© I have Reaſon to apprehend, it was cut 
* down, that it might be caſt into the Burn- 
On the former Suppoſition I might 
6 > comforted myſelf with the Theuhe f 
* of meeting my Child again, of meeting 
it on Terms of infinite Advantage, no 
more to be ſeparated from it. But now” 
© alas! I have not only loſt my Child for” 


RET oe Boon fr HARE. E. = & of 2 WANG TS m5 RY 5: 87 


_ — 


for the unhappy Creature died a Stranger 
to GOD and Chriſt, and therefore what 
* can, I imagine, but that he is fallen into 
the Hands of divine Vengeance ? Over- 

7 * whelming 


© a while, but I have loſt him for ever; 


: 
: 


N I whelming Thought! While he lived my 


© Bowels yearned: for him when be was 
under any A fflict ion; when IL ſau him 
„ struggling with, Illneſs and Pain, I pitied 
bim, and wept- over him. Oh, how 
aan I bear to think, that he is now for- 
. | © .mented-inithat Ham, (a) and: that GOD 
2 ing forth on him the Vials of his 
„Wrath. Ohl that the Blood of the Pa- 

© -rent cauldi redeem the Soul of the Child, 
* -how'willingly, how gladly, would I part 
with it . Ob, my Son Abſalom, my Son, 
ny Son Abſalom Would to GOD: I had 
© 10rd fa thee, n wt Shs my 


* Son? But once more, 
ac birow N Jac; wt] Nora | Ws 
1. Tur pious Parent cannot but te 


'-- [muck diſtreſſed in ſuch a Circumſtance 
1 as'this, .* At the Thoughts of meeting 
his Child at the Tribunal of Chriſ. 
ür would be mournful, may the good 
| Nan fay, ©to think that I fhould ſee him 
g ne more yet, as the Matter now ſtands, 
even that would be ſome Alleviation of 
my Diſtreſs: But the immutable Decrees 
f GOD ſorbid it. Iknow, that when all 
the Deud, ſmall and great, ſtand before bis 
hon, (b) I and wy * Child: muſt” a 
S together there; and. Ohl what a dreadful. 
4 Interview will angel When God com- 


So] Luke bi. wy 4) Rev. XX. 12. 


* a0 Raft of apious Parent SermevI 


E G „% S 00 9.9 „ ·⁊ eg ew wu 


, * 
. 6 6 Fi 
| | ad 1 * , , , K mitted 
* a . 


Serm. VI. on the D. of @ wic]. 207 


I. 
y 
8 
n. 
d 
y 
) 
8 
ha 
2 


5 oP A, A R 6 „ „ a „ „ e 


+ mitted his Education to my Care, he did 
5 as it were put his Soul into my Hands, and 
at my Hands will he require an Account 


| ' of its And. when Bt caurgy to make the 


Enquiry, what will the Iſſue be? Will 


© my Son accuſe me, or muſt I bea Watneſs 


one whoſe Soul I would have died to de- 
* liver! I know I ſhall not dare to inte 
in his Favor, and the Cauſe 
„nen ene or if I were ſo 


6 


- 
- 
: 


than the Sentence of Heaven, its final 


or the-Zorth carried ont of its Place, (a) 2 


| Hardlycana 
- -. Sentiments as theſe, tho' ſome of them be 


which muſt call up your Sorrows 


206 Renk of a pious Parent SermiVE 
the Anguiſh of a Parent mingle itſelf with 
the Joys of a riſing Saint, and to me 
overcaſt the Triumphs of the Day! 
Man refrain from ſuch 


dictated by Paſſion, rather than by Reaſon, 
Arz this Survey of the Reflections 
vhich ſuch a ſad Event might naturally 
Sh — I would proceed to draw ſome 
nferences from it; yet I cannot but delay 


them for a fe Moments, in Compaſſion to 


the Sorrows of thoſe pious Parents, if any 
ſuch be amongſt us, whoſe Caſe: this has 
been. Are there any of you, Chriſtians, that 
experimentally know. the Ariguiſh of ſuch 
Thoughts as theſe? any of you that have 
' thus been mourning over your dead Chil. 
tren, when GOD has ona ſudden called 
 — them to his Bar, with all their Follies and 
Sins on their Head, without giving you an 
probable Hope, that his Grace had fir 
recalled them to himſelf, and waſhed their 
Souls in the Blood of a Redeemer? «--, 
Ir grieves me, my Friends, to have 


by a Senſe of Duty, as I have 


nom been, ſo largely to repreſent a Scene, 
| | afreſh. 
= | Ore > remind you, that, even 
in this dreadful Circumſtance, tbe Conſala- 
mon of COD are nat ſmall.. Tour Hopes 
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but you have Hopes in GOD, a heaven- 
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ly Father, which nothing can ſhake. You 
— Reaſon to fear their Souls are loſt; 
but is it nothing to you to reflect, that your 
own are given you as Prey: And that, tho? 
r Hoaſe be not ſo with GOD, as in this 
eher pect you could moſt affectionately with 
it, yet be has made with you an everlaſting 


| Covenant, ordered in all Things, and ſure? (a) _ 


As to theſe unhappy Creatures who are 


no loſt, you have indeed 8 vain, 


and ſpent | your Strength: for nought ; but 
ſtill your Work is with ith the LORD, and your 
Reward with your GOD; (b) and you, like 
the faithful Miniſter, may hope, that yau/ 
ſhall be 4 ſweet Savour unto GOD in Chriſt,” 
not only in them that are ſaved; but even in 
them that periſh. (c) And, as to the final 


| Interview, which appears ſo grievous in 


the Proſpect, remember, that you are net 
to carry along with you the fond Inſtincts 
of. Nature into a World of Perfection and 


Glory. All your Paſſions will then be re- 


fined; your Wills fo entirely reſolved into 
the Will of GOD, and your Souls ſo com- 
on tly ſatisfied with By Preſence and his 

„ that no Creature-Regards will bg 
able to diſturb their ſacred Serenity. You 
wil look on the whole Aſſembly of the. 
305 S 2 Enemies. 


(5) Ik. xlix. 4, 5. 
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Enemies of GOD with ſo deep an Appre- 
henfion of the Malignity of their Character, 


and of the Wiſdom and Equity of that di- 


vine Sentence by which they fall, that you 
willnotdiſtinguiſh any of them from the reſt, 
the Sentiments of a painful Compaſſion. 
lor will your Concern for thoſe of them, 
who now lie neareſt to your Heart, prevent 
your Concurrence in that Song of Triumph, 
ſo proper to the Solemnities of that awful 
Day: \Great” and marvellous are thy Works, 
Ob Lord GOD Almighty; juſt and true are 
thy Ways, 'Oh thou King of Saints of - 
the mean Time, let the ation of 
ha an Improvement in your N 
1 eee derne you preſent Sorrows; 
they are moderated aright, the 


and when they 
Remainder of them will be a Sadneſs of the 
Countenance, lune ee 


_—_ 


| I. er eee e 

dees from the ſad Survey we have been 
king, of the pious Parent's Reflec- 
ions on the Death of 'a wicked Child. 

ener we may Wiſer,” 


it 1; THAT wicked- Children are acting 
OO xp eruel and unnatural while 
£9! . Vw E 


2 R 
i Rad w.; 
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while they are expoſing their po 
Parents to ſuch Reflections as theſe. 


1 it with a ow 1 Heart, but ſo 


it is, that 1 fear there are ſeveral of you, 
my young Friends, who live in the Neg- 


let of your own Souls, and whoſe Conſci- 


ences will preſently charge it upon you. 
How ſoon that awful Being, whom you 


now forget, may cut off the Number of your 


Months in the mid, (a) and add you to the 
Number of the Dead, you know not; 
but this is certain, that if you die as you 
live, and your Parents ſurvive the Stroke, 


they will feel the Weight of theſe terrible 
Reflections; and even now they cannot 


but fear them. Doubtleſs, if they be 
preſent here, their Hearts are bleeding 


whilſt I ſpeak, and they are looking upon 


you with unknown Anguiſn. And doth 
not the Thought grieve: you, and doth it 
not ſhame you? Ungaedl Creatures 
Are theſe your Returns for all theij Boun- 


. ty, for all their Tenderneſs; to be 4 Sword 


in their Bowels, and to pierce” their''y very 
Hears?” Alas, they did not expect 
Scenes as theſe, when you hung about 
them with your Infant Arms; When 


anſwer'd their fond Smiles,  andliſfp?d':out 


* 2 broken Accents of Endearment. 
| S 3 I wonder. 


| (a) Job xxi. 21. wk {x\ 
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1 vonder how you-can bear the Thought; 


1 wonder you are not aſhamed to be con- 


verſing with them daily, and daily receiv- 


wg new Favours from them; while you 
are behaving 
better they love you, the more they muſt 
be afflicted and terrified for you. Oh, 
that you would have Compaſion/on-them ! 
Or, if this will not move you, Oh that 

would have Com gation on yourſelves! 

r your own Intereſt is ſtill much more 
5 4 concerned ant ee Which 
een 


2. We may further infer, that idread;: 


ful ebe to thoſe Reflections 
1 will be er 193 
Child. = 1124] 


* ids ls, Sinners, is, pious Parents 


weep: thus for you, how bitterly will you 
weep for yourſelves | If theſe Things be done 
in à grien Tree, what will be done in the 
471) If chey, the Children of GOD, 
E even then under the Smiles of their 
venly Father, and in the near Views of 
on compleat Salvation, may utter 


in ſuch a Manner, that, the 


their Griefſs in ſuch melting Accents, 


A what Agonies will take hold of your Heart, 
| _ v art 1 asd cho 
o/ I - Scats*', 
: {a) . x do 6. 
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Seats of Horror and De 
the righteous Vengeance of OD tus dow, 
you! Tis impoſſible fully to deſcribe: 
them. z yet 2 relating to them we 
may certainly infer from what has been 
faig. Give me Leave to offer' 
it to your View, if, peradventute, thro?! 
the Agency of divine Grace, to have heard 
of theſe Reflections may be the happy! 
Means of leading you to eſcape them. 
Fou Parents may reflect on « the, 


> Diſappointment of their i;Exp<Rations| / 


% from you;” but Oh, how heavy will 
the Diſappointment of your -own Hopes) 
and ions then fit upon your Souls] 
How will you then bear ir, Sinners, when, 


you ſee all your Enjoyments, and all v 1 
Profpetts blaſted in a Moment, and. N 2 


verably loſt? 


*T1s true, you are liftiog up your Se 2 


unto Vanity; but theſe Vanimes are ? 
Lou purſue them with the utm 
and Intenſeneſs of Mind, and have a; 
N many fond and chimericah Schemes 

Years of Pleaſure and Happineſs yet; 
to come. ; Now if GOD cut you alf 11 
the Prime of your Life, and in the very 


* Palm 3 4. 


- 


Vigo 


9 


1 


Flower of your Hopes, in that Day al your 

Thoughts will periſh. (a) And how. wall o], 
"of confauntled: to ſeo! all the beautiful and 3 
15 oe llt encbanted: 1 


enchanted Scenes, that now charm you to the 


'' - Neglect of GON and Religion, vaniſhed 


like the ſhadowy Glories of a Dream, and 
Souls left naked and deftitute, upon 
an” inhoſpitable Shore, where, in all your 
Indigence and Diſtreſs, there will be no 
Eye to pity you, no Hand to relieve you! 
Ap it will be ſo much the more dread- 
ful, as you will go down to theſe melan- 
choly Regions with your Appetites and 
--, your Paſſions warm about you, and by 
frequent Indulgence ſtrengthened and in- 
flamed; ſo that, for want of their 
Objects, they will prey upon 200 Heart, 
and an inſatiable 2 hirſt will continue, 
while you will not have: one Drop of Sa- 


tisfaction or Comfort. Nay; I may add, 


that as, in theſe unripened Days, you have 


had little Experience of the Vanities and 


- Diſappointments of Life, and have enter- 


| fained a great many fond: and extravagant 


Hopes, of what r would never have 
found in it, your Regret, ' in being cut 
off from * will not be in Proportion 
to what a Folly were, but to what your 
Error and wh iiagined them to ve 
been. os oh a of + 
Your Pio Parents. will reflect upon 
it wich unutterable Anguiſn, that your 
Sculs are for ever loſt; but how much 


more SY will gd gern feel it! 


They, 
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They, in their preſent Situation on Earth, 
can have but a very faint and imperſect 
Notion of the Horrors of the infernal 


Priſon; for to them n 


the Language of the Apoſtle on 


a. very 
different Occaſion, and fay, os neither 
has Eye ſeen them, wor Ear heard them, 
nor has it entered into the moſt terrified 
Heart fully to conceive them. But how wall 
the Change affect you, when you are jult 
enter*d on thoſe Realms of Woe! When 


you look round about you, and think, this 
is my laſt Abode, my only remaining In« 
heritance! Alas, how will your Hearts be 
overwhelmed, when you compare that Place 
of Torment with all the chearful Scenes-of 
the World from 'whence you came; where 

had been ſurrounded with ſo many De- 
haz where it had been you chief Oart 


to mate Provifion for the FED; (a) rand 


where you had; perhaps, 2 * 


Mirth, till in a Moment you tuont dum 
the Grave! (b) when, inſtead of the Eight of 
the Sun, you ſee nothing but the Flames ot 


all that footW'd and regal*d your Senſes, 
you feet the never-dying Worm, and ex- 


change the gay and agreeable Co 


a) R ii. 14, 
G r 


the divine Indignation; when, inſtead of  ? 


* 
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that now- ſurround you, for the Society of 
Devils and damned Spirits! 


I AAL to your Conſciences; Can 


Jour Heart endure, or your Hands be ſtrong (a) 


in ſuch a Circumſtance as this? You, that 


| 3 are ſo impatient of every little Anxiety of 


Life; you, that cannot bear the Fatigues of 


Duty, nor the Reſtraints of Religion, how 
Wil you bear the Agonies of Damnation? 
Ho will you live in thoſe doleful Regions, 
here Joy and Chearfulneſs are everlaſting 


„and nothing remains but HWeep- 


£8 and. Wailing, and 0 of Teeth ? 7b) 


WX this to be only for a 


£ d n ves Te Years, how miſera- 


die would yon be! But Oh, hom much 


more miſerable, when you think, that it ON 


a [everlaſting ' DeftruBimn / (c) when 
Thoughts weary themſelves in Sear "of 


ſome diſtant Point, where a Glimmering of 
Hope may break in upon you, and you go 


pens — and onward, and onward ſtill, and 
find nothing, hut Blackneſs of Darkneſt for 


ever (d) when: you feel yourſelves plung d 
in a boundleſs Ocean of Diſtreſs, without a 
Bottom, and without a Shore! · Muſt the Smoak 
. 
„ . Exek. xxii. 14. 

(5) Mat. xxv. 30. 

(c) 2 Theſſ. i. . 

(4) Jude wer, 13. 

% Rev. xiv. 11. 
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_ © Muſt I lie in this infernal Prin, till 1 


© have paid the uttermoſt Farthing ? (a) Surely 
then I muſt bear Indignation and Wrath, | 
* Tribulation and Anguiſh, (b) as long as an 
6 immortal Soul can ſuſtain it, as an eternal | 
GO can inflict it, 

Tis almoſt infieppocaBie; to think | 
that this ſhould be the Caſe of any of our 
Fellow Creatures. How much more inſup- 


portable muſt it then be, to feel chat it is 


your own! 


AGAin, your pious Parents will lament; = 


that all their kind Endeavours for your 
Salvation were in vain;' but with' wks 
vated Sorrow and Deſpair will you 


aggra 
then reflect on thoſe Eads and on all 
the other religious Advantages you eee 


© ALas! (will you then be ready to 
fſay) If there could be any Thought of : 
Comfort in the midſt of this dark Gloom 
of Deſolation and Horror, it would be 
to transfer the Blame of my Ruin upon 
another. IPD. that 1 could ſay, there 
* was: ſome powerful, arbitrary Being, by 
© 'whoſe 1 ible Hand 1 was forcibly 
* borne away, as by a mighty Torrent, 
and ſwept into this burning” Gulph Oh 
Yume: T could ſay, that I was wicked and 
f | * miſerable 
. (a) Mae. v. 6. n l ee | 
(5) Rom. ii. 9. Sh RE 
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not a "Wree 3 amidſt all the 
and Rlaſphemy of ſuch a-Dwelling 
who can ** to aſſert that to 
the Caſe: Tia nach e en 
l affert it | 125 
. When I look ap la you juſtly ſay) 
| *4.when, n onder Seats of unap- 
. proachable- Glory, 75 — whence I am 
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* Why was not my Portion there? Wretch 
« that 1 atm, I was once numbered amongſt 
1 the Ningdom; Fen 
| © th, BmanueP's 
T religions Family ; and Oh my Parents, 
B Tara my Manilters! ha diligent! did they 
* + 4nſtruct me, how awfully did they admo- 
Bay me, how tenderly did they. expoſtu- 
275 th nel Lad indeed ive wpon 
and Precept upon Precept; (b) and 
2775 Lhave no Stroke upon Stroke, 
E 2 Wound upon Wound. The Blood 
oh 5722 Revcomer: due mor 8 


4 Fic © now. toft| au, as an abominable Branch, (a) 


3 1 was educated in a 
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Centre of Hell: I am now looking with 
* Envy, and with Rage, on the milder 
© Tormetits of Tyre "and Sam, of Sodom | 
and Gomorrah,” | There, SN thou 
wilt perhaps curſe the compaſſionate Heart, 
whi ug is almoſt N under this 
epreſentation of .thy Danger, 
and thoſe unavailing Tears, which one 
or. another of us may now be N 
the diſtant Views of thy Ruin. 
„Ter I muſt add once more, that « 
pious Parents will tremble at the 
« View of meeti YR the Tribunal f 
« GOD,” ſo the Thoughts of ſuch an in- 
terview muſt be ee ta 


7 n eee JF 
1 Satay now draw you from your Al- 40 
legianee to GOD, and harden your Heart | 
to final Impenitency, being Partakers in 
his Sins, you will be Partakers likewiſe 
— Mis „N and, like him, be reſerved 


455 Dartnefs to the Fudgment of the 


Na) And how will your haughty 
Hers rok — - when' you. are to be 
N that Judgment? Oh, how. 

re-boding. 


0 4 "ou tn OE 
See Darn 


usr Mind forth, wilt you chen 
T muſt ſtand forth before my i ine - 
T. v orable 

0e Jude wer. 6. 2 Pet. ii. 4. | i 


_ 


F 


N 


| * the aſſembled World; and Wed Parents 


1 4 of his Wrath? Alas, 1 | 


o vour. Wil 


| ayful Rempoſirancrs,; I: di 
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© orable Judge; my Sin and my Folly 
* muſt be licks proclaimed ., before 


© too muſt be the Witneſſes 0 But 
* Oh, how ſhall I be able to lift up my 
Face before them, blackened with the 
* Marks of Guilt 2 Deſpair! If I call, 
© will. there be any to anfwer,, me; or to 
*. which of [the Saints. "a I then zurn? (a) 
Shall T turn to my Parents, and intreat 
them, by all their former, Tenderneſs 
for the Children of their own Bowels, to 
* plead with the Judge | in my Favour, if, 
perhaps, they may py ate the Rigour 
O bim, and 
myſelf, and them too well to ct any 
« ſuch 1 7 7 or to wk, 9h och Fa- 
they not rath UP as 

« ſwift Witneſſes againſt 2 "and call for 
an Increaſe of Wrath on my. guilty 


© Head? Will not all their. former Ten 
© derneſs be turned into ſtern and awful Se- 
© verity? Will they not, "upbraid . Ne Wi 


9 Bey pre their, 
© Prayers, and their Tears, 
the Triumphs of. "te ip Veng 
© in the Condemnation of ſo wie 
«fo incorrigible a Creati V 


ol vent 1d 110% w7 n Pacluge 
nldito (a) Join wr 
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Serm VI. on the D.of @ wicked Child. 2:19 
conclude with a Reßection of a more com- 
fortable Nature. | | 


of Pow his Survey of che Reflec- | 
tions of a-pious Parent on the Death of 

_ a wicked Child, we may certainly in- 

| "Bei Fla the Parents of religious 
Children have abundant" Reaſon of 
Thankfulneſs. W ae 


Tazy 1 Reaſon of THR, 5 | 
both as they are free from ſuch melancho- 


'S 


ly Reflections and Apprehenſions; and as 


a Foundation is laid of other Views, as full 
of Chearfulneſs and Joy, as theſe are f 
Terror, and of Diſt My Brethren, 


F congratulate the Happineſs of thoſe of 


. who can fay thro? Grace, that GOD 
has eſtabliſhed his Covenant with you, and with 


Hour Seed after you, for an everlaſting Cove- 


nant, to be 4 GOD unto you and unto them: (a) 
Tis the Joy of my Heart, to think 
how much it muſt be the Joy of yours, 
to ſee your Children walking in the Truth 5 
to ſee them flouriſting in the Courts of you 
GOD, (b) as well as growing like Oliver 
plants round your own Tables (c) to ſee 
diene they have not only 2 the pon; 
2 1% Corruptions,” 
(a) Gen. xvii. 7. bays mY xcii, . 
( Pial.; exxviii. Fs FTE | 


22⁰ Reßect. of a prous Parent Serm. VI. 
F Corruptions, h are. in the Warld through. 
Luſt (a), . with their Hand unta 
© | the LORD, and ſurname themſelves by the 
Name of Iſrael, his People; (4) With what 
fweet Tranquility may you look forward to 
al the Uncertainties 0 "Life and Death, 

ourſelves and for your Children, while 
wall ave ſuch a joyful Perſuaſion, that, you 
eave them in the Hand of your Father 
and of their Father, of your GOD and of 
: their GOD! >, 

Anvp give me 7 ma on ſo been an 
Occaſion, to addreſs. myſelf to you, my 
dear Friends, N whom the great Sove- 
reign of Life has been pleaſed to take 
away piqus. and promiſing Children, by 
Chat we are apt erroneouſly to call) an 

immature Death. You. are ready to ſay, 
with a peculiar: Accent, that you are tbe 
Perſons. «pho have ſeen Aſfliction. (c) The 
Images of thoſe lovely Creatures riſe in 
your Memory on ſuch a Hint as this, and 
- croud into your: Minds afreſh, You law. 
them growing up. and N. F 

Care; wing up, per to Ri 
* of de dchribing in 8 
markable Ne of Knowledge and of 
| Grace, = ou fondly promiſed your- 
ſelves, na, t you * in chem, that 


— 


| (e (3) th, av. 5 Guus, 
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they would not only have been the Com- 

fort and Delight of your declining, broken 
Age, but the Support and Honour of the 
Church, when you were here no more: 


And now all theſe pleaſing Proſpects are 


vaniſhed, all theſe important H buried 
ee 0 

Av, perhaps, GOD hath, in this Re- 
ſpect, broken yu with +, Breach *| upon 
Breach (a) has taken away one deſirable 
Branch of your Family aſter another, 
till all che Branches - = not off, and. 
vou hand, like the naked Trunks. .of 
Trees, which were once.. diffuſing 1 thick. 
and an extenſive OWE Tes, I am- 
aware, therg are ſome of you, that know 
the peculiar; Agony, to all but ſuch as. 
yourſelves probably unknown, of following 
your laſt Child to the Grave. I fear I come 
too near you, and that ſome of your: [ 
Wounds are bleeding anew. Would che 


Rm of ſympathetick Tears adminiſte. 


any Relief to them, how eaſy would it be; . 
to pour it out in Abundance! But, in æ. 
Caſe like yours, there is a much more effi-- 
cacious and ſovereign Relief. 4 

I am ſpe — to Chriſtians. You 


ſometimes e Iadications of "Wil 


dom and e e FP: TORR in 
I fatto ar L L Leun 


(a) Job xvi. 14. wan 


l 22 Refletd. of @ piotes Parent Serm. VI. 
pour Children, as an . 

Sorrow for the” Loſs o and I ac- 
knowledge, in one View they are indeed 


ſo: But in another View how 1 * 


they extenuate/it! 294 

Tov faw them, i may te, e 
were under a lan nguiſhing emper, for 
ſome Time, as it' were, Ws dying before 


Eyes but dick you" 2 kewiſe ſee 
- the ale Rod and Staff romforting\ them ) 
It may be, ſometimes: to ſuch a 


that you regretted not ſo much, chat they 


were going off the Stage, as that you 
were fog Fore them in the fame 


Way, and with the lame Spirit. Tou 
ng Groans, but did you- 


| hard their! expiri 
| not a6 hear fome Songs of Praiſe mine 
| d with them? Perhaps, you heard them 
gthening their feeble Voices, and ſum. 
moning up all their little Remainder of 
tris, to ſay, - is" from theit very Soul, 
Fi an iy Harb faileth;! big GOD: 
it ibe Strength "of "Wy Heart, and ml 


ly Por 
ton for ever Ws And does the Recok 
YR 1 


(a) Plalm xxiii. - 56h ET raum in 26. 
2 ſom, nog ee H i theſe Diſeurſes, will 
y fall now, tha theſe were gy, 
probably 1 the Death of ſome 
thoſe young Na tg whom this Sermon was firſt 
preached. 


21 TY & 0! TY 
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lection afford you no Pleaſure; or: does 

your Pleaſure terminate even bere? 10 
"Yoon dear Children are now dead ta 
ou; but do you not believe, that they: 
ive to 60D, (a) and live with him? What if 


they had been ſtill continued on Earth, 


an all your Schemes, and poſſeſſing 
all chat you intended or deſired for them? 
How low had thoſe Services been, and 
how worthleſs thoſe Poſſeſſions, in Compa- 
riſon with the Services which they now: 
render, with the Riches and ny * 
they now inherit! 

Merhiuks it ſhould be, nit he 
Chriftians, it. ſometimes is, Matter f res" 
Joicingy 20! you, to reflect, chat the Deſo- 4 

ion of your Houſes is, in ſome - 


ii Profpciny and the Jex ef that ge | 


Society, "to! which! "you are much more 
intimately allied, than to any Thing here?: 
Tolthink, that your Families have 
been Nourſeries for Heaven, and that 
GOP ſhould have honoured you ſo far, 

as already to have taken ſome of ' :your:: 
Children to miniſter around the Throne: 
of his kg: and ſo to be the Aſſociates 


of A in their m e and 
y. tort 2 bn 11 If; 
Wa rH Wo HA dee vi SA 5! 2 
anke Au 38. * Un, COM who 
e Anp 
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224 Nef. of a prous Parent Serm. VI. 
Ax is it not moſt; delightful to think 
of meeting them again? Had they! till 
ſurvived, the Thoughts of leaving them 


| cumſtances- of Difficulty and Diſtreſs. 
But now all thoſe Apprehenſions are over; 


the Means of ending your Separation, and 
bringing you, onte for all, to the Embra- 
ces df each other. And Oh, with what 


flowings of parental Complacence on the 


one Side, and of filial/ Gratitude on the- 
other! How thankfully will they fer ever 


acknowledge yout pious Cares and early In- 
ſtruct ions, to which perhaps, under GOD, 
| they owe their firſt religious Impfeſſions, 
and, in ſome Senſe, even their ꝓreſent Glo- 


with what unutterable Tranſports of holy 
Joy will you ſtand forth, and ſay, at once, 
in the moſt literal and the moſt ſublime] 


| Senſe, Here are we, and the Children that 


our GOD hath gracioaſy giuum lu i (a) 
G. SURELY, 
(a) Heb. ii. 13. Gen, xxxiii. 5. 


might have ſharpen*d the Pangs of diſſolving - 

„ Nature, which now the Remembrance of 
them may moderate. You had left them 
in an enſnaring, calamitous World; per- 
haps, ſome of you had leſt them in Cir- 


and what would otherwiſe have been the 
Stroke of painful Separation will now be 


2 mutual Congratulations will the Converſe 
| be renewed! With - what deligbtful Over- 


rial And in the great Day of the Lord, 


ae enn 
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Serm. VI. on the D. of a wicked Child. 225 
Sun, when you think of theſe 
Things, your Joys may abundantly 
counter- balance your Sorrows; and 1 
appeal to your on Hearts, even in the 
midſt of all this tender Diſtreſs, whether 
ſuch a Circumſtance as yours, ſuppoſing 
it ever ſo aggravated, be not much more 
tolerable, than that which we have been 
deſcribing; of a pious Parent bewailing the 
Death of a wicked Child, or even locking 
2 him in Life and Health, under the 
yranny of Satan, and of Sin, and in the 
probable Way to everlaſting Miſerx. 
ANnp has I have finiſhed my Medita- 
tions on this pathetick and important Sub- 
je. ' Let me conclude with my moſt aſſe- 
ctionate A ers to the GOD. and Father 
of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, the ithe bil 
Mercies, for all of you to whom the 
courſe has beew addreſs'd. 49 
May young ones be brought, by the: 
bleſſed Spirit of GOD, to know, in "this 
their Day, the Things that belong to their 
eternal Peace 3(a) that they may apply to 
Chrift for Life and Salvation, and jou 
themſelves unto the Lord in an everlaſting Co- 
venant!(b) There all our Applications to 
you center; there may all your Artendans - 


Mar 


| 2 Luke xix. 2. () Jer. I. 5. 


226 Reflect. of a pious Parent Seri. VI. 
May thoſe, who have been effectually or 
taught this Lefſon, who are the Joy of by 
Parents and Miniſters, and the Hopes of ar 
the Church, as to the riſing Age, be very b) 
deeply ſenſible of the diſtinguiſhing Grace pe 
of GOD to them; may they be ſpared to an 
riſe up in the Stead of their Parents; and C 
may they labour with great Succeſs, to D 
| ſpread a Spirit of Seriouſneſs amongſt their le 
| Companions, and to maintain ĩt As Wh al 
in their own, Souls! 
May the pious Parents of pious Chil- 
dren be ſuitably affected with the Goodneſs 
of GOD to than and theirs! And may the 
Parents of others be ſtirred up, as they 
value the Souls of their Children, and their 
own Comfort and Repoſe, to renew thoſe 
Attempts which have hitherto proved unſuc- 
ceſsful, and to exert the moſt vigorous Ef- 
- forts, for plucking theſe unhappy. Creatures, 
as 3 tn the Burning ! (a) 
Ix a Word, may divine Grace ſo co· ope· 
rate with all, that all, according to your: 
different Relations and Characters, may 
have Reaſon to bleſs GOD for thoſe awful 
Thoughts which I have now been laying be- 
fore you; that ſuch cutting Reflections, as 
Wl — ſo largely deſcribed under the former 
* may never be known by one ä 


(a) Zech. il 21 1 
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— 


or one Child in the Aſſembly, otherwiſe than 
by Deſcription, by Imagination, by Reaſon, 
and by Faith! Never may they be known 

heart-rending, and overwhelming Ex- 


perience! On the contrary, may Parents 


and Children be mutually growing Joy and 
Comforts to each other, in Life, and in 
Death, at your Appearance before the ſo- 
lemn Tribunal of Chriſt, and throughout 
all the Ages of a glorious Eternity! Aux. 
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M R. Heti thinking fe to prima fair- 

er and correcer Edition of my fix 
Setrmons to young People, de/rred me to 
add a ſeventh, to compleat the Volume at 
the ſame Price; and I choſe this Diſcourſe, 
not becauſe there was any Thing uncommon 
init to recommend it to the Publick, but 
with Regard to ſome peculiar Circum- 


lance which attended the Delivery of it 


here. An Epidemical Cold, which then 

evailed amongſt us, kept- away above 
half our uſual Auditory, and prevented 
moſt 0 _ who were preſent from hear- 
ing diſtin ws as there was an almoſt un- 
interrupted Coughing during the whole 


Time we were together; yet ſome were ſo 


impreſs d with "what 22 they heard, 
that they defired. a Copy of it, and ſove- 
ral others joined inthe Re queſt I take 

this Method of complyin will it, partly 


to ſave myſe bp o Trouble of tranſerib ng 
I MSN; U anot ber 


** 
* 


. | ADVERTISEMENT. 
' another Ser non, and chiefly becauſe. I ap- 
prebend, thut, after all that as been 
aid on this Subjet? by the ableſt 2 ri- 
ters, (for ſuch have handled it) the Ge- 
 neraltty of young Perſons need'a renewed 
Adnonition; which I am fure is here 
given them with greet Sincerity and 
- Aﬀettion, and therefore T hope will be at- 


tended to with a ee and E Re- 
55 | 
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1 0 v . In reminded of A pee 
: JUDGMENT. | 
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Reiner, d Mu, in thy Dub, b 
© thine Heart chear thee in the Days of b 
_ Youth, and walk in the Ways" f thine” - 
Heart, and in the” Sipht ef thine Eyes: 1 
But know thou, that for all theſe Tings 
. bring thee into Fildgment. ww . 


3 V dear young, Friends! if i In 
2 were poſſible for me, while, 4 | 
E I am ſpeaking, to lay open. 
\ 7 my Whole Heart before vou, 
& in ſuch a Manner as that you 
IE" ſhould be Witneſſes to every 
hes Sentiment of it with Regard to 2s 
Iſhould.do. it with a great deal of Pleafu 
8 e ſee a Weir e for yo 
| | LP 
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ua 
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\/ preſent bod everlaſting Welfare than Words 
Gran. hn 8, anda ee Deſire of 
ving myſelf your: faithful Servan for 
J Jake. a) . 
may have conſidered what I have largely 
laid before you, apy, the Importance 
_ of the Riſing Generation; I but Jam ſo tho- 
roughly convinced of it, and ſo impreſs d 
with the Conviction, that there 4 no Part 
of my publiek Work to which I rife with a 
eater Solicitude about the Succeſs, than I 
2 when I am thus particularly applying 
myſelf to you; and there is no Prayer which 
I offer to GOD with cater Earneſtneſs, 
than that I may have the 5 to ſee you 
| walking in te Tb (0),.6 8 ta ſer us: tbe 
F Lord, whiob ſhall: be. accounted 4 un for a 
= Generation, (c) mi. Jane Dub 2 Cd L 
TnIs i habe lw wiſh, and. Pray with 
= regard to all of Jou. It is with inex- 
preſſible Pleaſure that I ſee ſo e 
do many, that my Prayers and my Labours 
dare not in vain. Many of Joa ate my Joy 
now, r. will be 
my Croton in the Preſence" of - the 'at his 
* . (4) Bat Huld to GOD there were 
| none of whom 1 bad Occaſion to- fay, 11 
2925 in 2 of you (e) Weng to 
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Serm. VII. approaching. Judgment. 233 
could ſee that Spirit of ſerious Piety uni ver- 


fully prevailing amongſt you, which, where» 


ever it doth prevail in ones, is ſuch a 
Token for Good to themſelves, to their 


Friends, and to the Church of Chriſt! 
WuauXII it is otherwiſe, 1 look upon you 


with Compaſſion, and with Sorrow; but 
bleſſed be GOD, not with Deſpair. I am 
not without Hope that GOD hath þ Purpoſes 
of Love and Grace to ſerve on many of you; 
| | thoſe ho have been the Children 
ſo many good Inſtructions, and ſo many 
Prayers, as I have Reaſon to believe many, 
of you are; and who can tell but this is the, 
Day and this the Ordinance, in which theſe 
117 Purpoſes are to take Place? 5 
ILxN O that the firſt Step, to your Safety 
is a Senſe of your Danger. We live in a 
World ſo full of Snares, that the righteous. 
ſcaͤrcely are ſaved; (a) and yet I fear ſome of 
you have very little — — of this Dan+ 
ger, little Concern about the whole Armour. 
3 b) ſo neceſſary to preſerve you 

T And. therefore not to give you 
any —_ and. groundleſs Alarm, but tg 

produce, if poſſible, that holy Caution 
Solicitude of Soul, which may be the happy 
Means of your Security and Preſervation, I 
am now. ſetting, myſelf to diſcourſe on ſome 


el che moſt awful Words, which are, any 


hw 0 3 | where 


(a) ] Pet. iv. 1% |, (5) 'Eph-vi: 11,5) 


- & » 
* 
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Where ond Sy * on 
to Ferſons bf your 

Hſten' to them, 2 

_ them Ga kind of ſolemn Trumpet, where- 

by thoſe chat are ſpiritually dead may be 
a waltened; fo awakened as that the other 


| Frumpet”to which they refer, and which 


will ſurely awaken our Ueeping Duſt, may 
de heard not widh Sorrow but With Delight, 
Ts obſervadle chat Solomon had a great 
| Regaid to | young” People in hib Wri- 
* tings; and 'tis an Evidence of his Wiſ⸗ 
dom that he had ſo, for Youth is the Age 
of Diſcipline. He therefore gives them 
Line 4520 Line, and Prbeept upon Precept. 
Sometimes he ſooths, and ſometimes he re- 
Bukes; ſomerimes he beſeeches them with 
paternal Tenderneſs, and ſometimes per- 
ſuades them, as [ Terrors of the 
Lord (a); and "" faves as with Frar, 
lucking them out »f t Hire. (bv) And this 
he doth in the Words I have now been 
| reading,” Rejpice'O'youns Man, in thy Youth, 
| and let thine ; Hart ebene ther in the Days of 
” thy *Touth';" ard wall in the' Ways of thine 
Heart, and in tbe bigbi of thine Eyes: But 
Bube thiu; That for all „ehe Things GOD wo 
bring iber io Fu enn. ibo icq: italy 
II wilt'be/my Buſineſs to explain and 8 


1 e the aun, * then to conclude 


| . 
(a) cor. v. 114 wy Inn; 23. 


4% 
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I: ſhall only obſerve,” that, ſome , 


and Gaieties of Life; whilſt others 


Serm. VII. eee 235 "2 


with ſome Reflections May the 
plain but; awful, Things 8 
u the Wards of, the l, pg); Ann lar 
pierce 2 rouſe your Minds, and lite Nails 
a ſure Place by the abilful Maſters 
of Ander Wee being given out from 
the one great Sbepberd, * are 1 impervaden 
ant on bye i 
% om 114 
. WEE TY to exploin che Wark, ave 
12 nne -2 


3 5 the Senſe of them, 


them as intimating Solomen's Readinch to al- 
low. young Peaple/in the innocent;Pleaſures 


the whole. as a ſolemn and lively Warning 
of the great Danger they were in, gf run- 
ning into the moſt fatal Exceſs, I ſhall in 
e givr vou my Reaſgns; (both 

vhy I mention the former, 1 8 117 8 


L e Senſes, 


44 ON, 45 


ti 3 e es Words as ; 
Intimation of Solomon's [Readineſs to 

indulge young People in all ithe inno- 
Ef dent Entertainments of Liſe. 4 4 
1iTazy paraphraſe the Words in a ſoft and 
ſp Manner, 9. d. 0 a 1 da « 


3 4 FSeaſon of Life; ſo natural, and indeed 


4 236 Yourn rewind of Serw. vll. 4 
. Wale and op fred _ 
« Pic in a oomy Humour, 
© or ih by vir oy —_— hlcind, Deſign. 
Far from Lelfing to lay thee under any 
8 unneceſſary Reſtraint, I rather exhort thee 
* to. rejoice in the Days of thy Youth, thoſe 
© beſt Days, in which the Spirits are | briſk 
and lively, and all the Powers of Nature in 
* their moſt vigorous State. Let thine Heart 
© then chear tber, Weat'an habitual Smile 
upon thy Countenance, and indulge that 
* Gaicty which is ſo natural to the Spring 


1 ſo decent. Walk in the Way ys of thy Heart, 
Ai in the Sight "of thine Eyes. Seek out 
. ee 5 a C n of . 
, thy Temper, 
6: 1 in all the alp 2 by 
Nr only that thou doſt ſtill remem- 
| thy future Account, acknowledging. 
65 GOD ** Ways, and guarding int 
every Abuſe of his every 
| Thing that would on the whole be aßen. 
5 ſive to him, and detrimental to thyſelf. 
M Brethren, I readily — eat} 
nothing in this Para Paraphraſe of the Words 
which is unbecoming the Piety and Wiſdom 
of the Author, 74 ; that he has in Effect 
| faid the ſame in ſeveral Paſſages: of his very 
Bock. There's hardly a — 


| he more frequently repeats than this, There 


„ 
22 4 \* 8 


* 
2 oh | 4 
wr” 

= 


* * x 
© ad: 
0 » i. a many 
% * . 
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is nothing, ſays he in expreſs Words again 
ang) again, there js nothing better. for n. Han 
than that be ſhould eat and drink, and enjoy 
Goo of bis Labour. (a) It is good" for-a Maw 
10 eat and drink and enjoy Good : this is comely, 
this is the Fruit of all thy Labour which GOD 
hath given thee under the Sun; and a Heart to 
do it. is the ' Gift of GOD.(b) Go thy Way, 
eat thy Bread with Jay, and drink thy Wine + 
with a merry Heart: let thy Garments he dl. 
pays: white, and thine Head lack no Oint. 
ment. (e) And once more: I recommend 
Mirth, for there is nothing better than tbat a 


Senſe of which, if we would find a-, Senſe 
worthy of the Author, myſt no, doubt! be 
this, that Religion is far from forbidding 
a chearſul Uſe of the Enjoyments of Lites: 
«and: that without ſuch a Uſe they are-gis 
ven to the Poſſeſſor in vain;“ Who in- 
deed can otherwiſe hardly be called the Poſ- 
ſeſſor, but rather the Steward and Purveyor 
for the next Heir, who may perhaps be as 
profuſe as his Predeceſſor was penurious and 
inſatiable. On eee e l 
Ax I hope you will not imagine that in 
what I have farther to ſay I intend any thing 
inconſiſtent with theſe Obſervations and Ad- 
vices. To be devout, and to be melacholy, 


ta) Eecleſ. ii. 24. iii. 11, 13. s) ii. 2 


i, 20. ( ix. 7, 8. (%) Eccleſ. viii. 15. 


. o 
"4.25 —— os. 
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Man foould eat, drink, and be mer (d) Ths 


238 YouTh reminded of Serm. VII. 

te two very different Things; and the 

2 Enemies of Religion could not call 

by a more invidious and unjuſt Name, 
| than'a walking mournfully before the Lord of 

. #85. (a) ead therefore of diſſuading you 

| from a Life of true Pleaſure, I would ra- 

| ther direct you to it, and only urge you to 

| - deſpiſe that which is viſionary and mean, to 

fſecure that which is ſolid and noble: In a 

Word, to decline no Delights which wilt 

not interfere with others hk more valuable, 

none which will not be mingled with Re- 

: gret, or followed by a hſting Anguiſh, a 

+ thouſand Times more than an Equivalent 

for them. And ſo far as theſe Precautions 

Will admit,” I will: venture to ſay, even in 

| this Senſe, Rejoice, O young Man, in thy 
Wutb, and let thy Heart - chear 'thee in the 
Days f thy Youth. Nevertheleſs I am well 
perſuaded this is not, and cannot be the ori- 
4 * Senſe of the Words; and therefore 
FTE RUE 5753 15037 20 ene 


2. Turx are rather to be underſtood as 

an awful and lively Caution to young 
Perſons, to be upon their Guard againſt 
. - thoſe Gratifications whereby Conſcience 
might be wounded, and GOD dit. 


| GK, . 
* * |; 5 f FOR #4 | | 
3333 I svPPOSE, 
= 3 2 : 
( Mal. iii. 14. 3 
. 1 * 1 8 F 1 


- 2 ” v4 
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Serm. VII. Cakes Yoder 2 39 | 
1 I8veross; with the general Stream of 


Commentators, that the "Words are an Iro». 
nical Way of expreſling, in a more pointed 


and lively Manner, the very contrary to 

what they ſeem literally to ſpeak : Like that 
Speech of Elijah concerning Baal, when he 
77 e aloud, for be is a GOD(a); or that 
hajabh to Abab, Go up to Ramoth Gi- 


Diſcipl ples, ' Sleep on now: and take your 
Ref c): To which I ſuppoſe we may add 
thoſe of GOD concerning Adam after his 
Fall, The Man is become like unto one. of us, 
knowing \Good and Evil (d). Thus do theſe 
Words moſt ſtrongly forbid what they ſeem 
to allow, and are as If he had aid, Thou 
7 Ape thoughtleſs Creature, who in this 

iddy Intoxication of Youth art ſo mad 

1 dent upon ſenſual Pleaſure, take thy Fi 


proſper (b); or that of our Lord to 4 


«* of it, and with-hold. not thine Heart 


$6 from any Joy, Follow all the mot i im- 
petuous Appetites of Nature, and wan- 
20 tonly bound over every Reſtraint of Rea- 
* ho and Piety. Trample on the Admo- 
<« nition of all thy Teachers, ſhake off the 
„ Fetters of a AN Education, and burſt 
„the Bonds of Religion like Threads of 
% Flax when A Wt a by the Flame, 
++ But think not, Oh Sioner,1-thas how | 
zu T os 1 110 6 10 ITS 11014 Js A 10 malt 
.) 1 King wi 27. (b) 1 Kings aii. 15. 
> (c) Mat. xxvi. 45- (4) Gen. it. 22, | 


4 "Vf 


i Tourneen f Beru VII. 
E, ſhalt always carry it off with that huught ß 
ii h. Know, that as thou Hat thy 
1 OD vill alſo have hr A Day 
© of let Acedunt and of ample Recom. 
> us % bay Know, that for all LD 


will bring; thee into Jud 
| 8 and Keen eaniſt Bred ot no Ex 

- nteal thee from an Al. feeing Eye; 
0 ſtc defend thee from an Omnipotent = . 


ent to 


, Deluge of Wrath will ate 
i to everlaſting Deſtruction. Mech ſha 


thou then pay for ET nt Indwil 
. Be and 0 Soy "Ball then 
| ih, int 0a e Aj wh 


KI Lid Wy OTE TION 


j 

Wit 0 Yea, 4 dra, to bb che oY 
ing r theſe Words: And that for this | 
Plan RAB that ſotne of the Phraſes made ' 
of are ſuch is dre hevef taken in a [ 
Senſe, and therefore cunbot 4d rilt the fortner \ 
nter tion. Solomon dith Andeed, as r 
ave heard,” exhort his Readers to cat 0 
and 5 and enjoy e e e þ 
h 
fa 


bot Where ern you”fihd hicht Ir any "othe 
_ ſacred Writer, ethorting or allowing Men 
to e the Way of their Heart, 'and in the 
* ir ak lan fore" that Phaſe 

ly fi tdulgtdhce to. the Irre- q 

Eine bf dae Pace the 
eglect of Re on and of Kr pture. Thus + 
"gl ""* 5 4 1 8) r ien N e \ 


+ \>} * 14k 180% 5 
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. 


the raollter are cha 
oon their Garments, 


ert. VIl. afÞroaching Pudgment. agn Þ 
| rged (a) to wear Fri 
they might remember 


the. Lato of the Lord, and might not 15 after 
their own Heart or their own Eyes, a e. as it 
follows, go 4 whoring from GOD after 
thoſe oY or luxurious Idolatries which 
regaled the Senſes, while they debauched the 
Soul. And thus the wicked I/aeHte, whotth 
GOD. would ſeparate to Evil out of all the 
Tribes, (is. repreſented as vainly and arro- 
gantly ſaying, I Hall have Peace tho T walk 
in the Imagination of mine Heart, l. e. as it 


follows, to add Drunkenneſs to Thirſt (b); of 
one Riot to another. And once more; to 
judge bythe Sight" of the Eyes is a proverbial 


Expreſſlon, wary partial and corrupt 
Judgment (c). We have no Reaſon there- 
fote to imagine that S mn would vary the 
Significat ion of a Phraſe already ſo expreſs- 
ly fixed in ſome. of the ſacred Writings, 
which he was himſelf obliged not only to 
read but to tranſcribe, as he undoubtedly did 
on his Acceſſion to the Throne Where he 
zalſo read it again and again, that che 
Naginai½νẽ of Ma, Heart is on evil from 
bi auth (d); as he had himſelf” elſewhere 


aid, „that Fvoliſbneſi is ſo cloſely bound up in 


Heart. 


of a Child, that not only W of 


7 


Aix. 19. 


198 M1 enn 18 


3 Deut x 


1 * *% 
ia 4 
* * "dl = 


Admonition, but tbe Rod ef Corveftion ie 


. 
»* * 
— 


$- 


4 


e *Yovtu"remindes þ Sem. vit 


1 o theſe 
eneral Remarks on the uſual | Signieren 


5 the Phraſes occurring here, we may alſo 
further add, that the Connection of theſe 
Words would lead us to underſtand them as 
an ironical rather than a ſerious Conceſſion, 
fince they conclude with what ſeems a very 


F Things GOD will bring thee into 

44. d. Aſſure thyſelf thou muſt anſwer for all 
Which Senſe is farther illuſtrated by what 
follows in the laſt Verſe of this, and the firſt 


1 | of the next Chapter, [which are very un- 


E happily divided m each other, as ſeveral 
8. Ser Paſſages - are, which have indeed a 
ery cloſe and neceſſary Connection] where- 
| fre, put away Anguiſh from/thy Heart, i.e. the 
Regret which would follow theſe ſenſual In- 
if thou walk in the Way of it, and 
remove Evil from thy Fleſh, i. e. thoſe carnal 


Pleaſures: which Religion forbids, or thoſe 


Pauniſhmenes they would certainly draw down 
upon thee z and remember thy Creator in the 
Bay of 4by Muth (b), inſtead of facrificing 
them to Vanity and Folly. You eaſily ice 
” there isa beautiful and lively Oppoſition be- 
F tween the ſeveral Parts of the Period on chis 
EG: Interpretation, which on the other.muſt be 
much injured, if not entirely deſtroped-. 
I wouLp farther obſerve, that the Judg - 
e to which Solomon here refers, muſt un- 

| en doubtech 


1 


5 » 
t% 


a © 1 2 1 n 
*. 8 a 


© awful Menace, But know this that fr all te 


| 4) Prov. xi xxii, 13. 0 Recle. at ro 1. 


I 


I 


1 
£ 


doubtedly be that of a future State, ſince 
de Had expreſsly aſſerted above, that here 
all Things come alike to all; that no Man 
knows Love or Hatred, i. e. the Favour 
or Diſpleaſure of the Divine Being, by any 
thing which is before bim under the Sun (a): 
That there is @ wicked Man to whom it hap- 
peneth according to the Event of the Righteous, 
and, on the other hand, many @'righteous 
Man to whom it happeneth according to the 
Event of the Witked(b); i. e. that very bad 
Men prolong their Lives thro? a long 
Series of Proſperity, while good Men are 


* * 


done in ſome inviſible State, to both 


Means of reducing the moſt un 


wer Two = (0 wi 1 © my Er” 


0  'As1.condludethat this Senſe of the Wards 


zs now R 4 
4 . * * 1 
et WL u. 7% 
0 rc „ 0% — vill: $4. 9.1008 
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bing Judgment. 243 


cut off by an untimely Stroke, or linger out 


ſhould be reſerved. And of this udgment- ' . 


—4 fin the moſt roving: Eye, and be a 4 


4 


f 


their ina painful Succeſſion of Sorrows. 
This led him to conclude, ſurely GG 
will judge the Rigbtrous and the Wicked ( 4 8 
which in many of theſe Caſes could only be 


Heart to the Diſcipline of Wiſdom and 


"Fas Tov x e Sen. vir, 
is II. To inforce the AdmeniY Try 


in che Text, or r :nagurally. —_ 
1 Av. 44 8 14 $3332 
1 ane don your ſerious 
Attention, for I ſay not theſe Things either to 
grieve or to ſbame you, but as my beloved Bre. 
thren and Children I warn Stn) And 
here let me prevail upon you to conſider 
the Depravation and Corruption of your 
own Hearts — the many deluſive Charms 
| > ome are continually offering ; themſelves 
to your Eyes: —Confider that the» bleſſed 
600 is now the Spectator of your Conduct 
that he will certainly bring you to an 
Account for it + an. Account which will be 
ineexpreſſibly ſtrict and awful. Theſe are my 
Arguments, which I ſhall more largely in- 
; and if they make no deep Impreffion 
| * our: Mind, there's the utmoſt Reaſon 
ar that you will go on hardened in your 
9 wit Ways, till you actually come to that 
43 = ich you now forget or deſpiſe: 
bike A. of ivo: on et xt! 343 e, 
% ben of the Depravation and Cor 
ruption of your ¼u Hearts, to deter 
you from walking in the Ways of them. 
Ae Heart ef Man ig d by chat 
60 who alone s it, as fle- 
I above all Thing deſperately-wick» 
* The Inagnaion of i * 1 : 


2. 1 Ga iy. 14. (4) Jer, avi. g. 


, dad _ ”— 


CIS 


. Conſiderations. as are. cxpitily fog Me — 9 


erm. vn. e ions.” abc 
Y evil, qe _ continually. (a): —— | 


” a very bs Truth haps you have 
never ſeriouſ] n that a — . 
|  nerate and 2 pted Nature is conveyed 


| down from one. Generation of Men to ano- + . 
ther, ſo as ſtill to leave room for that Ex+ -* 
poſtulation of Fob, What is Man that be 

| ſhould he pure, and how fbould he be clean 

that is born of a Woman(b)! — for that Con- 

teflion of David, Behold I was ſhapen in Ini- 

quity, and in Sin did my Mother conceive 

me(c) — for that Declaration of the Apoſtle, 
whether in his own Name, or that of ano- 

| ther, In me, that is, in my Fleſh, - there * 

| thwelleth no good | Thing (d). Tf you 5 0 a 

| not the Plague of your own Heart (e), | 

np plain Argument that you know little a 

| God or of yourſelves ; and you had need be 

| ſeriouſly reminded of it, leſt, with Solomon's 

Fool, you ſhould truſt (f) it, and the Blind 4 

| lead the Blind, till you JR) into the Fit i g) of f 

I Deſtruction. A 

| 


Do you not know the and 55 
Corruption of your own Hearts? I beſeech ® 
you to review what has paſg'd there: Think 

| of the Advantages which you have enjoyed 

F 4 for knowing and ſerving GO, of all the 
' K 49-5 you have received, of all the in- 

5 7 5 X 3 ſtruct ions 


8 
5 
5 #7 vi. . (b) Job xxx. 4. Gal li. os 
* tay Rom. vii. 1 (2) 1 Kings viii, 38, 
O Prov. xxxii. 46. 60 Mat. xv. 14% 
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ſtructions you have heard, of all MeCon- 
victions 1 ASH bor nog felt, and anch the 
tions bly form'd 
uence of — "and then "think 
* little all this hath produeed, how yen 
have forgotten GOD Ways and Times 
without Number, and ftarted back from him 
te a deceitful Bow (a); how you have been 
delivered over, in a fooliſh Circle, from one 
Vanity to another; wearied with the Purſuit 


I +. of Trifles, and yet riſing) after a lirtle Re 


= ite, to purſue them again. Think, my 
riends, how you have overborn the Dic- 

tates of your o] Conſciences, and griev'd 

the Holy Spirit of GOD, When he hath | 

been pleading with you in 2 moſt” importu- ä 

” nate Manner, and ſaying untô you, Ob do | 

not ibis | abominable Thing" which. I bare (b). 

Yer you have done it, and ſacrificed the 


* N Repoſe of your own Minds; and' the Hopes 


9 of Glory, to mean vile Conſiderations, which 


ou would be aſhamed to hear mentioned 
E ek an Aſſembly: And this not in one 


formed good Purppſes, and broken ther; 


N 
* Inſtance; but again and again. Leu have | 
4 and formed tn again, and broken them N 


again; and run ſuch a Round of Folly and 1 } 
Sn, that I am perſuaded many of you Lal 

not have ſuſpected yourſelves of ſuch a * 14 
duct ſome wo. ago, nor have believed bo 
one had told you, ; Hi at you hold 5 0 5 


et 77. of Ry 5 


* . 


8 . 


n 


Judgment. a4 
ar 7 treacherous 1 
11 ruſted, and will you ſtill go on to 
walk in the Way a en, when they have 
already led you into ſo much os when 
„ erer * ou into ſo and 

oh YP J a 
. 


5 —* —— hats? many deuſive G J 
are daily offering themſelves to your . 7 
Dyas, that you may nn 7 
after the Sight Den "0%. 9 
REMEMBER; Sirs, I beſeech 3 that 2 
you are in a very dangerous Situation, and 
walk amongſt Snares. The moſt mor- 
tal Poiſons are often mingled wich the 
ſweeteſt Dainties, and the moſt dangerous 
Enemies of our Souls accoſt us in the faireſt 
Forms. The Fruit which undid our com- 1 
2 
us was a Fruit which ap- 
6 rs ood for Foods and which the NY 
lam to be 2 to h Tye (a ); 2 
Ixris an awakening Saying of ate 1 
moſk lively. and pathetick, às welk as of the 
moſt pious Writers which our Age has pro-. 
duced, (5) That the Condition of Man in 
f br his natural State ſeems: to be like that of 


dem. vl. 


4 


„5—ʒ —-2•«“? 5 * 


9 2 


«, aiPerſon ſick of a Variety of Diſeaſes, 7 2 
knowing neither his Diſtemper.nat Cute, 
e dut-unhappily incloſed in a Place chere 
F helcould hear, or ſee, or taſte, or feel na? 
iv cc thing 2 


90 Gen. 36. fy 0 Lowof Chriſtian eke. l. * 
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248 ae e 
ching but what n 
4 l 82 Diſorder. * 
Nor that the World ; in its Original Con- 
| Kirurion, and conſidered as the Work of 
GOD, is by any means to be blamed. The 
—2 8 ſtem of it is ſuch as would lead a 
| ind to wiſe and pious Reflections, 
* —1 its alk pleaſurable Scenes would be the 
E- natural Occaſion of exciting correſpondent 
| Gratitude and Devotion to the great Author 
if of every. good and«perfett Gift (a). But our 
Souls being corrupted, thoſe Things — | 
- dangerous. to us, which might otherwiſe 
have been innocent, and even beneficial ;. as 
ſome of the moſt wholeſome and nouriſhing 
Foods are fatal to a Perſon inflamed with a 
3 maging Fever. n no SHA 
Lam that Seton K 10 like-to 
make us truly wiſe, as Obſervations on Fact: 
Let me therefore beſeech you, my young 
Friends, ſeriouſly to conſider how many, 
within the Compaſs of your own Knowledge, 
bhave been ruined by the Blandiſhments of 
de Scnſcs, and, . perhaps, ſome of them 
pitible ene We may Ac ay of 
EF the World, that ſpecious Harlot, we el 
ca down. many wounded, and many 
un bade been ſlain by d (Wd; 1 


4 % 
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Y therefore, walk after the Sight of — 
4 let _ alſo be * 


h be” 
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. er 2. V en Brox, vi, at 


” 4 * * E 
_— - me : * . Wau , * 2 at % 
þ as * uy R * ! 4 * * 2 . * 
, * | "Ss. 4 ” . + 1 toll, * — 
0 hs RE 5 — my 7. 4 1 . 2 2 


Gen. a 2 Fab 2 * 
with gay | promiſing ; Appearahees! 
wm” eagerly to the Snare; and kme 
not that it is for itj Life (a). But endea vou 
to open the Eye of the Mind, and by Faith 
to behold the great Realities of the inviſible 
World, that you may govern your Lives 
with a Regard to ml 5 — not 
the; deceitful Forms, but | the nes of _ 
an Happineſs. To I. 1 4 97 
ar 1.98. ICSD 
3. Lr me 3 you Uns the 
bleſſed GQD- is che Speckator ek 9 
your Conduct. 4 
-Tnas is ſtrongly implied, tho? it be not 
expreſſed in the Text: For all theſe: Things © 
602 will bring tber into Judgment; and ©% 
ou cannot ſurely, imagine that he is like 


nn , tO 


0 Iy Judges, who muſt haye Necourſe 1d 
Witnels to inform them of what they would lf 
5 otherwiſe be ignorant of. Hs is ut, he cannot 
„be, far from any one f us, fring in him u w 
live, and move, and bave our Being (h): Nor 
Ff can we be concealed Sean in ye; ſhould 3 
we fly on the Wings of | ng, and 
; _ the Swiſtneſs of Ligh 

F Ends of the Earth ; for his Hand muſt: 122d 
2 ( Hand ſupport” us 

1 there (c). e my Friends, He' 
tes you when you overlook him,. ſees him+ 
| i 1 el by you, and his Laws viot 
* I erbten l NIEL -atedy fl 
Y + (@) Prov. vii. 23: 00 act, xvii. 28. N 
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A350 YouTn reminded , Serm. VII. 
& lated, and his Grace deſpiſed; and all for 
what? You have Reaſon to bluſh and be— 
confounded, when you think of that: For 
every Vanity that offers itſelf to your Pur- 
fuit, for Trifles lighter than Air, for which 
- you would not -violate the common Rules 
| of Decency to a Fellow-Creature: As if it 
were to be taken for granted that his Fa- 
| © your is a Thing of no Conſequence, or that 
» Nothing can forfeit it. Oh, Sirs, he hears 
me while Tam ſpeaking” to you, and ſees 
perhaps that ſome of you hardly give me 
in — * Hearing. chaſed. by how 
many Admonitions are iſed by 
= how many Convictions are overborn, fon 
many Vows are broken, how many vain 
Words are ſpoken to him, in thoſe Forma- 
e 
5 +with' R t ſome of you, 1 
may 440 how many bold Words are ſpo- 
- Ken againſt him, when thoſe Mouths are et 


M4 x Ad | 4 5 . 
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| and fancy *tis Freedom of Thought. I 
may go on, and preſume upon it that/your 
Lips are your. own, but I muſt sell you 
Ce chat the Lord hearkens and bears, and a B 7 
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.,wBook which will another Day be thrown 


| the Goſpel more plain and evident than this, 


5 


1 


germ. VII. | 


roaching. Judgment. 251 * 
of Re is ritten (a) for you likewiſe 


open, and read to you with a Voice of Ven. 
geance, aa Nr NY 
urge vou, Io «if 1 


+ To chink bor certain the judgment of 
600 is, and your own Perſonal . 
pearance before him. 

22 know i oor wank: en of 


That every one of us" muſt give an denn of 
himſelf 10 GOD (b); and We it was a Do- 
Arine of the Jeuiſb Revelation, and even f ij 
the wiſer Heathens ; but I would deſire N 
particularly to obſerve how ſtrongly tis ex- 
preſs d in the Words of the Text, Know 


thou that GOD will bring thee into Jud ment; 
Tec Oh young Man, thee Oh Child, Wh- 


ever thou. art that heareſt me this Da 
to chee is the Word of this Admonition ſent. 
GOD will bring; tber into Judgment. He 


— 


Trumpet will found, ba Tiba will be: 


5. 
a a 
— 


ſet, chou wilt be ſummoned, and thou muſt 
bey. In, Vain every A to conceal 1 
thylelf, or to excuſe or diſpute an immediate #4 
Attendance: He-will bring thee, His Hand 
will be rang (c) upon thee, infinitely oo 
for by lcble de de Weite. © 
Pterche Aſſembly of the whole World bes - 
fern han is beautifully n by driving 
* * e 15 1 bas 
colon, * Min 12. bee * 


252 YouTH' mind Serm. VII. 
together a Flock of or eee 
witneſs; Oh Sinner, and let thy — 
record it, I warn thee of this idem 8 1 
| gireatifal: Day. T tell ches, chat as ſurely-as | 

thou art now in the Houſe of GOD thou 

- ſhalt then be ſtanding _— his Bar: And 

hom will you ſtand? Look yu to that. 
Mee are to give the Wiring, and, known 
Sx the Terrors of the' Lord; "Gre to perſuade 
mien (a. Hear this Adatonition for your- 
| | Jalves, hum i for your. Coon (b) Conſider 
© "bis, ye tbat forget 805, leſt be tear you in 
PpPiaces, 1anditbere be none to deliver (c). And 
0 increaſe the Weight! and Efficacy of the 
5 [Phought, | reflect once mr? 1 12) iv 20; 
| . 272 #8. Ago ot le 10 Uli ing 
. How awful thi: udgment will be. 
Forsall cheſe Things G0 wilk- bring cher 
into Judgment, which \ naturally ichplics 
= - thatiit will be particular and final. 

* Every: Farticular will be reviewed. 1M 
| 3 420% Things,) r, as tis ygt more ſtrb 
R  exprefs'd.. elſewhere; Work and rr 

* Ferrrt LTbing, wo betherrur be good br vabeuber 
= heenil(d): ies hath fworn by himſelf halt 
J he will not forget any of thy Worles. PGO 

thoughtleſs Creatures, you ſometimes chi- 
$ cel your Arregularities from Furentꝭ and 

+ Maiters; /or. others to »whohy Pe” | 
| comithble; you difguiſe thüm - ir 

| * yd Bale yilutrugd as 

(2 or. v. 11 (3) Job v. 27. 
4% Fl. Film as. . 21 enz aa 
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erm. VII. approaching Judgment. 253 
Manter, or form ſuch Excuſes for them as 


the idſ&-fooliſh Pleas, with which he flattered 8 


3 condemand pal your Crimes pro—- 


forget it, or tho? you ſnould remember ĩt on 
an Scorn, and wonder what Occaſion there is 


Co a. 


| pleaſe, make a Jeſt of divine Ji 
$9 you will find it dreadfully T. 
odge N but, 0 


0 Gal. . 8 4 * iar? SN 


may impoſe on Men; and\you value 


ſelves on the Dexterity with ich you do it; 
but be not deceived, GOD cannot thus be mibck- 


ed (a): For all theſe Things, and a thouſand 
Times more than you can remember, Actions 
and Words and Phoughts of Vanity, which 
ed with W in the Crowd, or, 
at all vere forgotten in a Mo- 
ment, forall-theſe will Be reprove thee, and ſet 
them in order befure thy Face (b), i. e. marſhal 
them in dreadful Array, as a Hoſt of Ene- 
mies armed for thy Deſtruction. Have you $ 
never ſeen a Criminal at the Bar, how he is 
confounded when the Force of Evidence bears 
him-down, and the Sagacity of a Judge detects 4 


himſelf. before his Trial, and imagined he 
ſhould eafily come off with Impuni unity? Then 
did you ſee an Emblem of elves and 
your own. State z thus will you, if you go on 4 
in your Sins, be entangled and ſilenced, and 


duced, in all their Circumſtances of Aggrava- by, 
tion: Nor will G0) forget this preſent Ad- 0 
monition and 


tho“ yon maß 


2 this Earneſtneſs and * wh 
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2 271 YouTH reminded of Serm. VII. 
he, nothing ſo hard as to endure it: for I add, 
Ir will be a nal Doom, W AC 
State will be fixed by it. 
Jr 4s 40 le Cie of which you will 
then be convicted, no leſs than wilfol, obſti- 


ſy. of Heaven, | againſt the GOD of your 

| Lives, and the Father of all your Mercies; 
and it will be no light Puniſnment to which 
you will be conſigned, for following the Way 

| Heart and the Sight of of 'your Eyes, in 
« RE to all the Authority of his Law, 
and all the Methods of his — 
Rzap over the Sentence as recorded from 
the Lips of him by whom *tis to be pronoun - 
ved. There is but one for thoſe on the left 
” Hand, and hearken to it: Depart.— Sinner, 
* ro muſt be ſeparated from GOD. But that 
perhaps you can bear, Tis but calling him 
3 ſome bold Name; tis but drefling him up 
in your own Imagination under ſome falſe odi- 


beſt to be at a Diſtance from him. Wretched 


WE to everlafting Fire prepared for the Devil and bit 
E Angelina). And canſt thou reconcile thy Mind to 
; "that? Todwell forever in Darkneſs and Horror, 


have nothing to entertain the Eye, nothing 10 


| fledions, nothing to allay the moſt cutting Re. 
= morſe! To ſee every plexfurable Objeds; for 

+ Which you forgot GOD and ſod yourleing to 
"y 25 1 | 


4 
„ 
Lf 


nate, in incorrigible Rebellion againſt the Maje- 


oui Character, and you may E think tis 
Creature! But thou muſt depart as accurſed in- 


n ſuch a Scene, and with ſuch Aſſociates l. To 
cheat the Heart, nothing 10 divert painful Re- 


- Deſtru- 2 


8 , 72 * 5 C „ 1 , | | ; * 
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be done? Can any reſcue you from the Hand 


But he is not yet inexorable. He has not 


— p rr 


5 . 9. Pee xxii. 14, eee 


Serm. VII. approaching Judgment. 253 
Deſtruction, removed to an eternal Diſtance z 
to feel all the i Paſſions of your own 
Hearts let looſe at once, like ſo many hungry 
Vultures, to prey inſatiably upon them; and 
Hope, the laſt of Supports under the laſt of 
Evils, — ſhut out for ever! — Oh Sirs, this is 
the Reſult of the Judgment of GOD. Lothis 
is the Portion of the Wicked, and this is the He- 
ritage which be ſhall receive. from the Lord (a). 
*Tis a Grief to a tender Heart to think of it, 
to hear the very Report. Oh what will it be 
to you to meet it and feel it, in all its Force 
and all its Terror! Can your Heart endure, or 


| your Hands be ſtrong b) ?, 


As, my Heart is pained for you, _ 4 
my Bowels yearn over you! Methinks I ſee 7 
all the Haughtineſs of your Spirits broken, 
ſee you pale and trembling on the Brink 
of chat Pit from whence there is no edem - 
$990 and into which .the Flaming Sword of 4 
Thing 


Juſtice is driving you. And can no-| 
be done to ſave you? Alas, what ſhould : 


of Omnipotence,? Can any intercede for, you 
with that then inexorable Jadge? ? It cannon 


laid aſide the Character of a Saviour, of Si 
compaſſionate Friend to periſhing Crap, 
And 1 preſent theſe Things to perſuade, yo 
i poſſible, in this your Day, to, know. 
"Things that belong 10 your 22 155 1 4 
er 3 5 (c). . May 41 


>} 


* = 


[ 


n ve e geg r, 
condemned of the 


U. Ir only remains . Fedde the Diſ⸗ 
cCourſe with ſome plain Inferences from it. 


1. Tas young Sinner has ſurely a great 
ZN er Reaſon to be thankful that he 
95 eee eee 


* vor dere indeed the greateſt Cauſe to ſay; 
3 Ku of the Lord's Merey that you are not con- 
fſumed. Your Breath is in your Noſtrils; and 
perhaps you can recolle& Times and Circum- 
F ces, in Which it ſeem'd juſt ready to take 
its Flight, in extreameſt Danger, ſo that 
tere has hardly been 4 Step between you and 
Deb (a). "And what if that little Interval 
Had ben pat d! Where had you then been! 
How low had you then allen! Why, it is 
moſt certain, as to ſame of you, that had you 
been thus cut off, the Torrent had Satan oe? oa 
. © away into eternal Ruins, Even now, 
4 rr GOD in his Houſe, re- 
ing in Mercy 1 * in Hope, your miſera- 
Spirits had been in the Regions of the 
ng. feeling more than mortal L 


| can and fearing yet more, much 
more than you felt; being, like the Apoſtate 
An „ her ved f in "Chains of *Darknefs to the 


7 2 — Adore the dt 


Vorn reminded of  Serm. VII. 
Grace effectually do it; and teach you {ſo to 


wW 


r I. e ee 457 7 


o, your Souls extorts — me,” 


4 FAY GOD 1 that he may be gracious, and 

1 does as it r 
it Compaſſion (a); riſes from his Throne to ſtretch 

e 


out the golden Sceptre to yeu, to open his 
- compaſſionate Arms to embrace you, if you f 
5 approach him as humble Penitents. Jeſus the f 
4 Judge will become your Friend, he will re- 
b ceive you, he will ſhelter you and bleſs you, 
d if with believing Hearts you ſeek his Merey, 

1 after having ſo long 200 his Vengeance. 
This Day do I teſtify, that he is ready to be- 
ſtow upon you far more valuable Nleaſures. 
than thoſe which he calls you to reſign and to 
give you much greater Satisfaction in contra- 
dicting the Corruptions of your Heart, and 
controuling the Impulſe of your Senſes, than 
you ever have found, or — poſſibly find, 
in gratifying them. May you be — 1 
to the wiſe and happy Exchange! Then will 
the Patience of GOD be Salvation to Jou, 
FP his Goodneſs leads you to Repentahees - 


2. Tun young Chriſtian hath apparent 
Keaſon to be thankful for that Grace 

'' , which hath ſanctified his Heart, and turn- 

ed away his Eyes from beholding g Vanity. 

a My Brethren in the Lord! permit me to?! 
remind you that yon were ſometimies fobliſ 
. ſerving 3 Luſts and Pleaſures ( "ba 


| 3 
| 12 lg wan 15 eſs 0, (6) Ti 3. 
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Fours an , erm. VIE. 
| nen mee nete 


tally } with thei Pleaſure ich Re- 
ligion — .and ſes that you have exchanged 
your Tinſel tor Sold; your Shadows for the 
| moſt valuable Subſtance ; che momentary 
q — and c Worm (b), for the 
1 2 Influence and Glory of the 
; — — is fhining more and more zill the 
| ch!!! 
ö 2 9 Lazar — invite you to theimeſtchearki} 
EF Acknow of the Riches of Divine 
Grace to you; Bleſs 'GOD' for the new Na- 
& ture he: hath given vou, that Heart of Fleſb (d) 
into — i is transformed by a new-/ 
Power, _ thoſe new Hopes which 
N he bach Bleſs him that 
& you are now ſheltered fom the Storms of Di- 
ine Wrath, and that, inſtead of looking for- 
ward to the Judgment- Day with the Horrors 
of a Malefactor who is then to be condemned 
and executed, you are rather liſting up your 
Heads to meet the Proſpect with Triumph, 
e that your ——＋ Salvation will 
* e. your ere 2s be | 
ed. N a 
. WX may cher infer rom whit [we 
. have now been hearing, that the Gofpet 
60 Mat. xiii. 16. (5) Ecclef. vii. 6. f 
0 Frov, ir. 18. 1 Ezek. "wk 2 | 
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1 
1 gives us very 
$4441 for reclaiming young Perſons 
from the Snares of Senſuality and Ruin 
an Text intimates the Irypors _ 
tance of thoſe Conſiderations which are talen 
from? the final ent; Now ie is cer. 
tain the Goſpel diſcovers this in the 
Light. . e ere. GOD revealed 
againſt all Ungodlims bteouſneſs of * |} 
Men (a); and 2 more — Views of ©; 
— — Language 
of the Prophets, emphatical as it is, can fur- 
niſn out. In the Goſpel we are not only told 
in the general that GOD will judge the World _ + 
in Rigbteouſneſi(b), but pa rly affired 
that he will do it by that Man robom be bud 
appointed (b)] even the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
who for that Purpoſe ſhall de/tend from Heu- 
ven with bis own. Glory en OY 4 
1 ns ap with him (c); that 4 
the Trumpet ſhall ſound, and the dead fhall be 
raiſed(d); that /mall nd: great hall "ſtand be- 4 
ſere GOD (e), While in mean time the 
World is in Flames around them, be Sur © 
turned into Darkneſs,” and the) Moon into Dlbod,. « 
the Stars falling (f), the Heavens paſſing a‚ũ 
with a great Noiſe, the Elements melting -with * 
fervent Heat, abe Earth und all Things in is being 
burnt, up (g) and denarting out of its Pact ( 
And can any thing be more awakening and, 
e re neee Horror, this 
- Cong = 
G ken. j. 18; (8) Ats xvii. 31. G Mat. xxv. 31. 
Cor. xv. 52. (el Rey. xx. 12. (I Mat. W 4 
4 We 10. (5) 'Rev. XX. 11. 5 4 
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Con and Confuſion of Nature? Yes, 
irs, there is one thing yet more awakening, 

and '*tis that which — Goſpel expreſsly pro- 

al g that, i in — the Wicked 


* 4* 


| Navure might lead us to 
pet: it, as ſome» Intima- 
tion of it, — — it; and 
not only aſſerts ĩt, but defcribes it too. It lends 
do our Faith that Perſpective by which we de- 
© — the Paradiſe of GOD, and it lays Hell 
den before us ſo that Deſtructian bath no Cover- 
lb. The Chriſtian Preacher may then 
ſay it with an Energy beyond — Adeants 
could conceive, — on the Principles of 
che Jeuiſb Revelation, Rejoige Oh young Man 
mn thy Youth, &c. but know thou that for alb 
bbeſ⸗ Things Sn will ny: thee e 
| * ent. 2 
2 Nor muſt l by: any means omit that gra ad 
2 which the Goſpel gives us in ele 
Addreſſes, by. the —_— of the kao 
5 under the Character Saviour. 
plays him as the chief among ten — 
on and altogether lovely ; as inviting,” as wait- 
ing, as pleading, as 1 over Sinners, 
— — ing for them; as 
. the Terrors of Judgment, that . 
þ. awaken them to — from it, and may 
1 e er them as a rs ber Chickens under 
23 * 1 vo 1 
ee . = 0 Job xx 6. ul 
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Serm. VII. approathing Fudgment. 2 1 
its compaſſionate anne 
g. that a Simile that we may uſe, w 
ro- n eee IE 
ted of the worthy Judge Eternal?” | Yes, m 
nd Friends, low as it may ſeem, tis a Simile that 
er- be himſelf uses, and perhaps uſes it in part 
ra- becauſe it is ſo low, that the itſelf 
to may be a Specimen of nne 
la- it is intended to expreſs,” | 

nd Suck is that wonderful Contraſt. of be 4 
ds wok awful and moſt ingaging in the Goſ- 
le- pelz/ and this Goſpel, Sirs, do you daily heat. | 
ell To you is the Word of this Salvation ſent (b), ta 
- you is the whole Lun! of GOD declured.. 


en May you never be left to reject it againſt your- 
an ſelves, but may divine Grace render uin 


of of Djs u Laelel Once more; 


alh 4. WI may frcher be, hartbe egg 
ig Thoughts of Death muſt: be very uſeful” 
to young Perſons, ſince Judgment is O0 I 
nearly connected with it. 3 
ſe: 481 Tt romaineth-for all — 1o din e 
1 Death the Judgment(d) ; and tho' the dee, 


i 


It of that may be delayed to 
d, diſtant Ages, the State of the Soul is in a Mu- 
it- ment unaſterably fixed tand in this Senſe 4 
8, the: Tree falls ſo it muſt lie (e), for there is no De- 
as Vice nor in the Grave (f. 4 
he No as this ĩs ly acknowledged; we: 
ay may nacurally ; that —— 
er . ber 
ds : "FR XXiii. 37. ® Adds xiii We 9 0 5 16. 
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be y young Brien — 
Thoughts to the Grave; and methinks among 


: ſo many — ans; oe N ſhould not | 


de difficult to do it. m n 
4 *RxcoLLzcr;'I beſcechs you; —.— of that 
3 Kind you have ſeen the Lear paſt. How many 
of you have attended the Funerals of Youth 
Ake yourſelves, of Children much younger 
Wan yourſelves! They have given up the 
r and where are they(a)? What a Change 
hath Death made]! Where are they? Why, 
haps, what remains of them, within the 
alls of this Place, 1 
Fos. Could your Ey e penetrate a oot 
” "of Earth, by them ; but oh what 
Spectacles — would you diſcover! yet 
Perhaps a Tear ago they were in the Number 
er moſtamiable Object of our Sight. And 
uch is your Bloom, ſuch is your Vigour: And 
rn it, preſume ſo far as to 
ue expoſed 


to Gal the Terrors of divine 
8 in a vain Dependence 
henoe you ſhall: conſider and eſcape it? 


that. ſome 


. latter End(b). 
ying, and with the Dead! You will no 
PE & Some will proba ties of 
it. Some will probably be called away 

Sor Leſſons to the reſt ; and before the Lear 


F ny yo, my perhaps ſee ſome pious - 
. Youth 


2 


bn. 10. | 01 Den: b. - . 
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2 4 9 a N fi | 4 w_Oy —— 
rer reminded: s 2 


. 0 eur were — ry 9x — 
you 
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with ſome peculiar. Vanities, | in ſome more 


Purpoſts for which Time and the O 8 
bes bf ted gane Subs 0% Wikiom halt 


4 


4 — 
2 . has 
= $ 7 - 


Youth going with Joy and Triumph to Glory 
or ſome careleſs incorrigible Creature pd 2 


Terror, or, which is yet more dreadful; in © 


thren, on what of this Kind you have ſeen 3 


attend to what you may farther ſee, and re- 1 
member that the Houſe f Mourning may prove 


a School of the m 


uſeful Diſcipline, if the 


Living will lay it to Heart (aa . | 


Bur why do I mention the Houſe of 


Mourning? Lou are 2 going to that f 
the Seaſon invites 
to it, and Cuſtom hath eſtabliſned it into a 


Feaſting. The Leiſure o 
Law; to cloſe the old Year and begin the new 


is our Gratitude, ſuch is our Conſiſtence with 


the Name we bear, and Profeſſion we make n 
Lou are perhaps ſome of you impreſsd wih 
what you have heard; but I am much afraid 


ſtupid Inſenſibility of Soul. Reflect, my Bre- 


1 


- 
1 
# d 


there are thoſe that within twelve Days, = 
even twelve Hours, will have loſt the Im 


preſſion, and be as unconcerned about this: 
Judgment, as if GOD's om Hand RA 
ſent them a Diſcharge from appearing at it 


»Tis A ene ſe, and it makes us yo 


Miniſters almoft 


. 4 * 
Eecleſ. vii, 2. 

4 „ Vun, 2. 
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this Seaſon, chearſul 1 
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